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in order ta help research workers from a particular
region to meet and determine their own priorities.

In furthering the aim set out ia the Adt of
asisting developing regions in building up their owa
research capacities and the innovative s kilts af their
people, the Centre has flot lauached a large technical
assistance pragram of Canadian experts, although it
lias financed half-a-dozen advisers working abruad.
lnstead, a small nunber ai senior staff have travelled
widely ta help grantees formulate the technical de-
tails of their projects.

Another feature of the administrative structure
stressed la the repart is the decentralization ai
specialist staff from the Ottawa headquarters ta
universities and institutes across Canada and abraad,
where they may remain close ta their field of special-
izaticn. Also, regional offices are being set up in
Africa, Asia aad Latin America.

The IDRC, et preseInt ttlly f1ianed by the
Canadian Governmerit, makes an annual report ta
Parliament through the Secretary af State for External
Affairs. Its 21-uismhtr Board of Govertiors ia hwaded
by formner Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson as
Chairman, and there are ten aller Cana n gover-
nors. Anmeng the non-Ceadian govertiors, six r
front developing cunutries. The President of t lIn-
terniational Doarelopment Researchi Centre~ s Dr. W.
David H-opper.

For niany yea, dtrc mlusic and folk songs
were the chief tye fui li Caada. Cantae
were written for naia avnsadcnet given

by te lcalchoi, ade pa by a iitn
celebrity, wert among the great occasions ofth
year. Canfederation brouglit the demand for a national
song and1 of the many written two hav~e won lasting

pplrity: The Maple Leai Fooevor (l1867) by
Alexander Muit anid 0 Canada (1880) by Calixa
Lavallée. Poua music *as proidd< hy the cou-
reurs des bois anid the habitants. The ont.tanding
~creator of authentic Caniadien folk soitgs werethle
voyageuirs, viiose creative spirit was evdr ini the

adpation of some of the old-couintty songé tb the
new enironuet and i the invention of n.w sotngs.

Canaa ba log ben a importer i the grand co~n-

to expet to hear the. wolWs mot outstand*ing
performers.

By he miidI880s, opera as ani art t orm had
gane acceptance i Canada- with productions in

Qube, Montré I and Toronto. uingte latter half
ofthe cetuy, tburig coimpaniefl front the United

Staes nd brod bganviting Canapda. By the end
of te cetury nealy eerCaaien~ city, large and

smlhd wht a referred to asan a pr hu

pehue untedm fevr a rn opera
stagd i thm. The firht attempt te liroduce- grand

opera on a
additional
Rocheste,
presented 1
success, b(
lasses thai

scale was, in Montrea
rmances Were giver
c and Ottawa. A seca

nert impran >venture was the>'successfu4 4tgngo
HanseJ an Ire by a newly.created Torontocm
Jany ina 198 Tht efforts of this company estd
until curtaited by the Second 'World War.

Ballet is a relativeiy new art form in Canada
and began its growth only ia the 1930s, when two
distinguished teachers extended their activities to
include dance groupe made Up of their pupils - the
Valkoff Canadian Ballet was established in 1938 end
the Winnipeg Ballet in 1939. These tva companles,
although amateur in status, dominated the damestic
ballet scene for the next ten years and gave aumerous
perform~ances in~ mniy Caadien cities.

A DIVERSE FOLKLORE
Canada has a rich folklore, or rather several
follo1res. The effort is to preserve the mosaic rather
than the melting-pot tradition. Folk-music and foflk-
dancinig ini Canada are. as. varied as th ilffetent
origins of the. population. In addition ta the folk arts
of the Indians andl Eskimos, people of manynai-

aiishave brought thi*r m~usic ansd daIices here, ail
distinctive of te çpitqtries frpm wliich they came.

N4ative Iniena dances, have lbee perforned since
eris nawn <times. All the~ principal eveats of life

wr portrayed ritually anid thep dance wat tht chief
expression. The. dances vert perfarmed ta the

anting~ of one or more persçonsor the beating of a

and grotesque masks. With skilful staging, giant
totemic aninialsanmud birds manifeated themselves.
The greatest of ail the rituals and festivals of the
plains vas the Sun Dance. There were alsa snal0
dances, war dances and, in Alberta, rain dances are
still held ini Jue. In~ th traditionl dance of the
Eskimoes, those taking part perfori jpçlividually,
chant ing as they dance. Th dancer frequently pro-
vides lis own sound by usingga wooden al11et to
strlke the edge of an enormous dirnu vitici he
carries.

The songs of~ the Canadiaen Intdien onietute0
both the eldest and the most divergent repertory of
Canadien folk-music. They are interestiui not oalY
because of their mythical and inusi content bu~t
aIso because of their unu~sual musical idom (h
foregpinj article is oe of a soie rprinted frpmn tMi
Jul y/August issue of the Carsadian Imperial Ban* el
Comere Commercial Letter.)


