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:earliest day  possible  what hadbeen 'decided; so that British and other vessels might 
goVern themselVés aceordingly. 

- 	In View of the statements made hY - Mr. - Bayard in:his note of the 3rd Flat:nary.  
:Which I have referred above,.Her Majesty's:Griovernnient'aseurned that, pending a 

conclusion of the discussion betWeen' the two Governments  on the general question 
•InVolvéd,' no -further similar -seizares Of -British Vessels - would be made bY order:of 

.^:the'United States - GoVernment. TheY. lehini, - hoWever, from • the contents Of • Mr. 
- BaYard's note of the 13th August, inclosed in your desPatch Né. 

•'Enclosure Nos. 1  245 of the 15th August, that - such Was 'not thé meaning Which' ha and 2 'of No. IS. 
intended should be attaehed to his  communication of the ' 3id 

•''Pebriiary ; and they 'deeply regret tO find  a  'proof of their misinterPretition: of the  
intentions of the  United States Government from an announcement recently reeeived 

'from  the coninianderlin-chief 'of -Her 'Majesty's naval forces in the Pacific,' that 
Sev-eral•more British veFaels .en -gaged in seal hunting in &airing Sea have been 

'Seized When a longdistance from land byan American revenue vessel. 
• HeiMajesty's•Government have carefully Censidered the tranaeriiit Of record Cf 

- the - judicial prcieeedingsin the United 'States  District Courtin the seVerat Cities Of 
'iliesChoOtiers " Carolina," " Onward " and " Thointiin," which Were cOninniniCated 
'ti:e you in July,:and-Wéi'e tranamitti3dte mè  in your  'despatch No.' 196 Of the.12th  of 

 ' that  math, andtheiy:cannet find' in •thein any justification for the condemnation'of 
hôe 'Veit:ids. 

Thelibets of information alleethat they Were seized  for  killing fur seal within 
the limits of Alaiska'Territory, 'and in the waters thereof, in violation of section 1;956 

'  theSévised Statute- a of' the United States ; and the United States Naval Coin-
''niander'Abbey Certainly affirined that  the  Vessels 'were seiZed Within thé waters of 
Alaska and the Territory of Alaska ;  but  according • to -hia oWn évidencethey Were 
aidied 75, 115 and 70'  miles i;eaPectiVely, douth southeitst of St.  George's Island. 

It is not disptited, therefore, that the eeizurea : in  question Were effeeted 'at a 
distance'frOin land far in excess 'Of, the 'limit Of :Maritime jurisdiction Whieh any 

Can• claim by international la*, and it is hardlY necessary tO 'add that itich 
c,annot be enlarged by sanyinunicipal la*.  

"Thé claim thiis'set hp appears to' be '6:if -Hided  on  the -excePtional title eaid to 
have  been conveyed tOthe United States' by .Rnstsia: at  the  flint) of the  cession  Of the 
'Alaska'Territory. The pretension Which' the %Sean Government at One time Tint 

''forWaid to exclusive' jurisdiction over the whole of •BehringSea !anti, hoviever, 
admitted -either bythis  country or • by  the' 'United States of America.  On the 

contrary, it was strénuouslyieSiated, as I 'shall presently show, and •the'Aintirican 
GrtWeimment can ' hardly claim. to have •received• - froin Russia rights which they 

"deClared to be inachniesable When 'asserted' by the %Sean Government. 'Nor' dOes 
'it appear froin the text of.the Treaty of 1867 that Ritssia either intended Or piirpcirted 
' to make any such grant for,' by article 1 of that instrument, Russia agreed to mid 
to the United States all the territOryand'dominion then possesSed by Russia "'on the' 
continent  Of Ainericaind in the adjacent islands" within certain geogiali Leal vi 
desCribéd,  and no mention  Was 'made Of :any exclusive  right over "the waters'of 
'Behring Sea. , 

.qlforéotrer, whatever iightsaa regarda their respective en bj.: ,cts and citizen's May 
.bei,reciprOcally: conferred on -  the' Rusisian  and AmeriCan Governments trciaty 
atiptilation, the subjects -  of Her MajestY cannet bo thereby affected; 'except by Special 

"'arrangement With thià  country. 
' With  regard  to the exclusive Claims  advanced 'in'  times past by Rn4sia,"I trans- 

yeia'doCuenents coinininikated to  the United  States Congreàs by 'Prsi4ident 
Monroe in 1822, which  show  the>iiitiiir taken by thé' American GoVernment or  théso 
prètensioils. 

In 1821 the'Empéror of 'Ittiasia had issued an edict - establishing " Rules ihr  the  
limits Of navigation and eider' of • commtinibation along the coast .of thé -Eastern 
Siberia' the north- western  coast 'of 'Ainericai and' the Aleutian, Kurile . And Other 
itilânds." 
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