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(Mr. Genscher, Federal Republic of_Germany)

Disarmament and arms control are integral parts of our security policy and that
of the alliance. As early as 1954 the Federazl Republic of Germany gave its allies
a contractual assurance that it would not manufacture nuclear, bacteriological or
chemical weapons. So that its renunciation of the manufacture of chemical weapons
can be verified, the Federal Republic has ever since then accepted international
on-site inspections, which can be carried out without impairing the legitimate
interest in preserving business secrets.
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I note with satisfaction that the negotiations on a chemical weapons ban-have
been greatly intensified during the past year. This affords a good basis for the
Committee’s work this year.

The indispensable prerequisites for: such 2 ban are reliable verification -
procedures. As we all know, national technical means are absolutely insufficient
for verifying a weapons ban. Consequently, decisive importance attaches to an
international commlttee of experts with autonomous competence, 1nc;ud1ng £he-right
to carry out on-site inspections.

My.- country is the only oné& to have directly experienced ‘international
inspections in connection with the renunciz2tion of the production of chemical weapons.
Proceeding from this experience, we presented specific, practical suggestions in 1982
both at the second spa2cial session devoted to disarmament 2nd in the Committee on
Disarmament. I appeal to the Committee to exzmine these proposals carefully and to
use them as a basis for its subsequant deliberations so that the negotiations can be
brought to a successful conclusion as soon as possible.



