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Among suggestions left unanswered last month
were, (1) whether red maple twigs differed in
structure from those of rock mapl_e; and (2) the
nature of lenticels.

On examination, I find, very often, two or
three buds in one leaf-axil of mt,hr/ red maple.
I ‘have not noticed the same in the rock ‘maple,
Have you? These extra buds are called aécessory
buds. What is their probable use?

Lenticels are the so-called bruthmg pores " of

the twig. When a twig is very young, it takes
part in the work of the leaves. = Have you- not
noticed that young twigs are often green? Later
in the season, these openings expand with the ex-
panding twigs, and cork cells form. These cork
cells- crowding out through the openings make the
spots visible. You will notice that on the trunks of
birch trees, these lenticels are much elongated
crosswise on the stem. This is due to the fact that
the tree grows in diameter, but does not grow
lengthwise. [How, then, can a tree grow tall?]
Have your children observe that the lenticels can
be traced through the whole thickness of bark.

Thcn show them the pores through an ordinary

bottle-cork, which is the thick bark of an oak tree.

Every living thing, whether plant or animal,
needs air. The trunk of a lagge tree is living.
Therefore, it needs air. How does the air enter?
Possibly through the lenticels. Can you find len-

ticels on the main trunk of an elm tree? No. But

we notice the bark is deeply furrowed; and the new
or inner bark has lenticels. These lenticels and the
cracks in the outer bark together allow passage of
air to the growing sap-wood.

In teaching lessons on twigs, any tree or shrub
can profitably be used. One could teach a good
lesson with alder branches ; for, here, one may find

four kinds of buds on the same. branch. The

small, pointed leaf-buds are, perhaps, most abund-
ant.. Nearly every branch has, however, the
cylindrical staminate flower-buds—catkins—about
an inch long. Tle pistillate catkins are shorter
and stouter. Besides these, one can readily find
the old pistillate catkins of last year. Their scales

are now spread open. They resemble pine cones;

but are only about three-fourths of an inch long,
You will see I have called these catkins “ buds.”
A bud is an undeveloped branch; and always
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