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City Taxation for Reducing the Fire Hazard
Present Methods of Assessment Should Have 9, DJferential bc found that the respective capacities of each would bc

Favaring Righ Class Construction and Penalizing roughly as follows..
liazardous Buildings. In chies of 10,000 population, 17 per cent for domestie

use, 83 per cent for lire purposes.
Mr. R. 0. Wynne-Roberts of Toronto, writing in July In cities of 50,000 population, 46 per cent for domestic

Issue oï the National Pire Protection Association Quarterly
has an ingenious scheme for municipal rating of buildings use, 54 per cent for lire purposes.

0 In cities of 100,000 population, 63 per cent for domestie
for lire insurance on the basis of taxation, which opens
th f or improving construction without assessing the use, 37 per cent for lire purposes.

e way 0 lu chies of 200,000 population, 81 per cent for domestic
()W-ner for his improvements. Ile says- use, 19 per cent for fire purposes.

Many suggestions have been advanced from time to
tinie as to how best to reduce thei huge lire losses in North In cities of 300,000 population, 91 per cent for domestic

Anierica. It is not proposed now to discuss the many pro- use, 9 per cent -for lire purposes.
The cost of the, systems divided as above would bc:

Posa-ls, since they have often been critized, condemned, ap- In cities'of 10,000 population, 40 per cent for domestic
Proved, rejected or adopted according to their practical use, 60 per cent for lire purposes.
Merits. But there is one suggestion that, so far as the In chies of 50,000 population, 68 per cent-for domestic
writer is aware, has not received much consideration, and use, 32 per cent for lire purposes.
tf'Lat is, the city authorities should assess the owners of la chies of 100,000 population, 77 per cent for domestie
Property for lire protection according to the risks involved. use, 23 per cent for lire purposes.
This Ise of course, a radical proposal, but publie service In cities of 300,000 population, 87 per cent for domestie
týIlbuld bc paid for on a fair and definite basis. The present use, 13 per cent for lire purposes.
lâlethod of assessing owners for publie service -does not These figures are extracted from a valuable and in-
aPPear to be, equitable; it tends to discrimin-ate against the41 "'e ers o structive report by three well-known American engineers.

f properties which. are substantially built, thereby
kt' 3l'eating an inducement for the erection of cheap and If a charge is made by the Water Department against

lazardous structures. the Pire Department for water and readiness to serve, it it3
then included -in the general taxes already referred to.

Before proceeding further, it may bc said that lire
I"gkà are larg'ely due to the methods of construction. In This further aggiavates thie injustice to the builder of the

good structure and acts as soothina- palliative to the man
other words, a reinforeed concrete structure will create les3 c

who erects a poor one. It would seem that our method of
e hazard than a timber-framed one under similar con-

of use, location and enviroument. The lire insur- taxation was contrived for the purpose of encouraging the

4uee companies offer better terms, to the former than to the erection of combustible buildings.

la-tter, and in this way the owners of the substantial build- Supposing that city authorities were to charge for fire

ýngs now derive some advantage. The cost of erecting a brigade and water services in proportion to the hazards

ewe-resistive building may bc considerably more than that involved, it would not bc a difficult task to antieipate the

a timber-framed structure; it will be a valuable asset to effect. Pire insurance companies base their rates, upon
the hazards fûvolved, and it will bc admitted that this fact1ý_ thé city assessor; it may afford employment to men and

îýýbMen under conditions of minimum lire dangers; or it has tended toward a great improvement in building con-
41 ction. This is an argument for the extension of theMâY bc a respectable dwelling in whieh every eare has been Stru
ïý 0 fi e

",týke]1 in the design and sclection cf materials. We know Rame principles to municipal financing. If taxes f r r

instances where such buildings have been erected aff ord. prevention were levied according to a scale of hazards of

Ï49, satisfaction and pride to the ýow11ers, only to be endang- different types of construction and established by surround-

vt by the erection of cheaper and hazardous structures ing conditions, it would not be long, before builders and

edjoining. owners would tarefully study the eeo'nonii-es of building

The rity assesser wiliview the substantial building with construction. . Differential taxation for lire protection

ý%PProving eyes beèause it is more valuable, and since the would act as a deterrent against poor construction; it would
ýX10wlier is a pro sperous, enterprising man, he can easily depress, the selling value of inferior buildings and increase

for more taxes. Thus the twO examples suggest W that of superior one$; it would in time diminish the cost
4 of fire protection as the causes of lire,% are reduced; it'u that under the present method of taxation he who builds

ell must pay more. It is obvions that further municipal would cut the losses due to tires and thereby conserve our

and taxations along thi$ line are not coiiducive wcalth ý it would save life and reduce unemployment caused

better building nor to a reduction of the enormous annual bY 8&ious eonflkMatiOns; and finally it would reduee the

el-'dire ý lqes es. Cost of lire insuranee. This may be too sanguine a prospect.

Municipal taxes, inter alià,..iUClÙde the eost of lire It is, however, one -Whièh deserves our attention. Those who.

1114igades which orgaý1zatioi1s ard essent4al for public safety. have studied building construction, and the relative lire
ý1% e )erties in proportion to their- luLzaxds anà losses in tumPe and America, must be im-

ese taxes an levied on prol,

ý,;"Pee-esQed values, eonnequently *e fire brigade servite is pressed with the importance of the great question now un-
earged likewise. 'The first-claos building which pogoesseà der consideration.

um of tire rigks, but costs more to build,, is punished. Pire insuranoe rOmPanies, are not exactly benevolent in-

gh taxation while the éhéap ereêlto:às, which coet lesà stitutions; they are, business organizatiom whieh are pre-

are assessed loweri a": týý less; deépite the tact that pared t0 caM risb at a.priee. ExeeWYe losses due to large
£JZe brigadesuylees available Are renderd in the reverse fires muet be recOU'P8d bY inereued rates, aUd redueed,

9t, tetes-carry the analyos still further. Some cities losses will likewiSe in. tiMe have the effeet of reducing the,

417,ge the fire department withrental for hydralits and rates. -Fire ina=anee',C.Dinpaniea and i i authorities co-

e1rý% charge for water, both lof which are in greater de- operating on the abovelines would econ effect a chàtge, fur

to extinguish tires in cheoper buildinýgs. is only human to ýeGn8i4er the fin"eial obUgatioÉs and

ne et the pri=ry fwýét , 1ýý1s oe e eateil mteà.,iE; to beuefits of a building "heme ahead of its ethieàl Up«te.

aý ',water' te -fire extillgulghinent., If, thme If oýwuéft fôj(ùd"Jtý. finane ally acivau the

inte two, dep*i Onte, one for domesUe and <e1d 9truètu.ie lot a newer and better one, it would net be
0uýply, îlid fir,6 ýü'fpoeeî, 1t *oUld 1609 bd"6 the w0uld aët


