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laid upon bim. Af ter this interview he prcpared, iii foar and trembling,
to, enter on the discharge of those duties. Ris foar was that his reputation
was more likely to be damaged than improved "lin the troublQd waters of
Canada." On the supposition that the new Governor-General wvas sent
ont to reverse the policy of bism predecessor, Sir Charles Bagot, tîjis may
mean that the troubling of the waters was his assigned task. Lord Derby
was quite capable of the malign enterprise attributed to him by Sir Francis.
Hie commenced public life by voting for the Roform Bill, whicb was relied
upon to, rehabilitate the Whig oligarchy, but hie afterwards found bis true
place among the Tories. Ris natural instincts would lead himi to desire to
ertusb responsible government in Canada. Things were undoubtedly donc
by Lord Metcalfe. as hie afterwards hecame, wbich no Governor-General
would now tbink of conntenancing. At a dinner party, at Goverament
flouse, M. Lafontaine, the leading inomber of the Executive Council, a
seated beside Captain lligginson, private secretary of the Governor-General
and the conversation between tho txvo, reported by the secretary, was made
the subject of a despatcb to the Colonial Office in wbiclh vague designs wYere
attributed to, the Ministry, wbiclb, if questioned, its members would
certainly have repudiated. The subject of the conversation embraced the
weanin-g of the iResponsible Government Resolutions cÎ 1841, the preroga-
tives of the Governor-Genera], the distribution of patronage. The conver-
sation lasted tbree hours, and on every point raised the responsible
Minister and the private secrotary differed in opinion. Captaini ligginson
took tbe ground that tbe Governor-General, being responsibie to tbo
Imperial authorities for the acts of the local administration, was at liberty
to dispose of the patronage as to him seemed best without check or
hindrance. The report of the conversation was confessedly abridged, and
its accuracy wvas cballenged by M. Lafontaine. Tbe unwarranted use made
of tbe private conversation was a surprise to tbe Minister. Tbe former
Governor-General of India, become Governor-General of Canada, biad no
idea of being reduced to the position of the representative of a constitu-
tional sovereign, in the sense of acting on the advice of a responsible council.
Not only did hoe daim, lie exercised, the power of making appointments
without consultation or advice. What Lord Metcalfe probably foresaw
'when bie accepted the onerons duties which Lord Derby selected 1dmi to
diacharge now happened: the Ministry, unable to accopt the responsibility
of acts which it did not advise, resigned. The waters were now effectually
troubled, and in the shock of public sentiment Responsible Government
8truggled for a renewal of the recognition accorded to it in 184 1.

BUT tbe proof of tbe tbeory that Sir Charles Metenîf e was sent to
Canada to smother Responsible Government at its birth is, as Sir Francis
flinck's would himself admit, incomplete; still the circumstantial evidence
i8 strong enougb to make the suspicion of Sir Francis higbly probable.
Lord Sydenbam's idea bad been to work witb the ma.iority in the Legisla-
tive Assembly, but hoe boped to control the Legisiature by the force of
intellect and the power of will. The policy of the Government hoe was
hiraself to frame ; that policy was to be bis, and the Council was, to be got
to aid him to, carry it out. Ho was to croate a new systein ; to initiato
everytbing, and to obtain the co-operation of the Executive Council and
the Legislature in carrying out bis plans. Ris aim was to be an inteillc-
tuai autocrat, even while hoe entered on a change of system wbicb must,
when it got.into full operation, place the real power in the bands of the
Ministry. To attain bis ideai hoe exhausted bis strengtb by continuons
labour. Ils successor, Sir Charles Bagot, witbout the towering personal
ambition of Lord Sydenham, was content to lot the IXesponsible Govern-
maent resolutions have free play in practice ; but bis biealtb was too feeble
and bis time too short to mnake traditional a system wbicb bad barely passed
the transition state. If the forms had changed, the change in men's minds
was stili far from complote. The re-appointment of Vallières as Chief
Justice was, contrary to the facý popularly credited to Sir Charles Bagot as
the personal act of the Governor. Sir Charles Metcalfe arrived just at the
titne when the forces of reaction could easily ho set it motion for a hast
8truggle ; hoe toucbed the spring that gave tbem a dangerous activity, and
wben hoe had convulsed two Provinces by the dread of the dangers hoe bad
created, hoe appeared to be under the conviction, and did probably roally
bellieve, that hoe bad performed the bighest act of patriotism of wbich a
Qovernor.Generaî was capable. But the reaction, te wbicb there is hittie
dOubt Lord Stanley gave the impulse, died witb Lord Metcalfe, and
Plesponsible Government obtained firm and sure footing under Lord Elgin.

SIR FRtANCIS HINCKS is of opinion that the violence relied on to carry
elections flfty years ago bas in our day been rephaced by corruption; that
Iltle influence Of money bas been te a great extont substituted for thaZ of
force." The violence of ruder times, wben tlîere was îittîe wealtb in the

country, was a natural product of a state of things which insured the per-
petuai possession of power to one set of men ; in which the waves of public
opinion spent their force ineffectualiy, and electorai victories could not
change the depositories of power. The exercise of unchecked power made
the officiais impatient of criticism; while the Legisiative Assembly was
reduced by the opposition of the Crown-nominated chamber to a mere
talking machine, which could at ail times muster a vast force of verbal
condemination. Under thiis state of things men's passions becanie heated,
and when they got into collision at the polis, during a week of drunken
riot, violence wvas inevitable. When weaith increased and victory ensured
the possession of the spoils; when public men became amenable to criticismn
and were constrained to bow to public opinion, violence neariy ceased and
corruption increased. But there is reason to, believe that the worst stage
of the period of eloctoral corruption bas been passed. Mon will not buy
votes of the deposit of wbich they are not certain, and the certainty that a
bribed voter would deliver the purchased vote the secresy of the ballot bas
dostroyed.____

SiR FRANCIs llîNcKs complains, not altogether without reason, that
after hie had lef t 'Canada to fill the office of Colonial Governor elsewhere,
the entire responsibility of the Consolîdated Municipal Loan Fund,
under autbority of which the municipalities piled up a mountain of debt,
was thrown altogether on him, though it ougbt in all fairness to have been
shared by Mr. Brown and his frîonds by whom the mneaimre had been
supported in its passage tbrough the Legislature. The heavy, charge wbich
this mensure imposed on the public treasury, Sir FranciB says, was not
foreseen wlien the Bill was passed. This mnay be txýue, but againat a
mensure of a similar debt-accumulating, charactor Mr. Baldwin had
sounded a warning which proved to be prophetic. Wlren Sir Francis
Hincks, thon the colleague of Mr. Baldwin, introcluoed a motion to
empower the municipalities to, make grants in aid of railway construction,
it was not accorded the bonour of being made a Government measure ; and
Mr. Baldwin, pointing to the mischievous working of a similar license in
the State of New York, expressed the hope that the dangerous example
wouid not be followecl in Canada, Wben beaten on the division, amidst
shouts of exultation from the friends of the measure, Mr. Baldwin sbowed
more poignant signs of regret than perhaps at any other period of bis
parliamentary career. The defeat wbicb was made. the excuse for bis
resignation and as it proved final retirement from, public life, far from
being an equal cause of regret, afforded bim the occasion for 'which-ho
longed. The-public reasons for resignation were suEwiient, and tbey are
correctly stated by Sir Francis; but if there had not been bebind tbem
a private wish to retire, the adverse vote need not a.ndprobably would not
have cansed Mr. Baldwin to resign.

l'A4INE'S FRENOJ'CI RE VOL UTION.*

M. TAiNE bas now brougbt to a conclusion that portion of bis great work
which deals with the Revolution. Hie proposed to bimself to write an
accotunt of the Il ongins " of contemporaneons France. W'e say an
"4account " rather than a bistory, for our author does not pretend to give
us a continnous narrative of the incidents which took place in the develop-
mient of the tragedy which hie describes. Just as it would bardly be
possible for any one to gain a truc notion of the successive events in the
history of the Revolution from Carlyle's powerful pictures of the men who
took part in iý, and of the circumitances in which they acted, soj-here
would be much lacking in the knowledge of any one who bad no more
information than conld be gained fromn the volumes of M. Taine.

Ris work, thon, is not a history in the strict sense of the word. In
somne respects, moreover, it is lacking in that graceftil fluency of style
whicb is the greatest distinction of the best writers of France.. Both in
his modes of tbought and in bi's manner of expression M. Taine often
renminds us of an Englisb writer more than of a French. We naturally
do not like him the less for that reason ; and we are sure that those who
are best informed and moat deeply read in the history of the Revolution
will have mucli to learn from bis researches.

No writer bas ever dug deoper into the documents of the period with
which hie deals. In our own judgmnent, no one bas made fairer and more
legitimate use of his materials. It is not that M. Taine always writes

with perfect caîmnesa; we should think worse of him if he did. There

is, on the contrary, a sirppressed f nry in many of his statements. But

we believe hie tbinks with perfect caîmness. There is everywhere evident
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