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obstructive, and whose prominent personai characteristic is a total disregard
of ail Parllamentary decencies. Mr. Biggar's statement that Lord Spencer
first devised Orange demonstrations in order that lie miglit af ter wards
prohibit both themn and Nationalist meetings is cliaracteristic of this
undesirable iirebrand. Irish Lord-Lieutenants are not in the habit of
looking for excuses to perform their duties. The member for Cavan's
prophecy that Ilthe Nationalists wili hoid their meeting at Newry, and it
is safe to guarantee there 'will be no trouble" was immediateiy falsified;
for the next cablegramn brought news that Ilon the return of the Nation-
aiists from the meeting they threw stones and broke the windows of the
Orange Hlall."

BARON ST. LEONARDS, the hereditary peer whose career lias been so
sharply ended, is not exactly iii the lieyday of youth. Hie is thirty-seven
years of age. lie is the grandson of a Lord Chancellor, is married, and i.as
a daugliter. is wife is a Dashwood, and belongs te the Dashwoods of
Kirkiington* Ris daugliter is only six years of age. is sister-in-law is
a daugliter of Lord Hawarden. With ah lhis advantages lie has donc
nothing worthy of his namne, nothing which justifies his rank. lis grand-
father, wliom lie succeeded in 1875, chose for lis motto Labore vincit.
Lord St. Leonards lias not laboured, and the conquests lie seeks have landed
him in the box as a convicted misdemeanant. Truly the peerage is in an
evil pliglit. It was Lord Enston the other day. Last montli another licir
to the peerage ganged his ain gait before lie was twenty.oe. And
now Lord St. Leonarcis brings upon the aristocracy freali degradation. It
is ne wonder that Mr. Cliamberlain anticipates witli confidence the struggice
whidli will bring the hereditary brandi of the Legislature before the
tribunal of the country for its fate te be decided.

OSCAR WILDE, the apostle of marrowless Ilfleppines" and bilious
art lias once again rendered himself supremelv ridiculous by writing-after
five days' experience of matrimiony !-a silly and tlioroughly characteristic
letter in which lie says hie is "lnot disappointed in married life." lis
undaunted spirit will, hie feels confident. paI hima te sustain its labours
and its anxieties, and lie sees in lis new relations an opportunity of
realizing a postical conception whicli lie lias long entertained. lHe says
tliat Lord Beaconsûieid tauglit the Peerm nf Fngiand a new style of oratory,
and similarly lie intenda to set an cr:-.n.pie of the pervading influence cf
art in matrimony. Surely the force of foïiv could no further go. And 50
the sun-flower worshipper wlio went ur like 5! ocket lias met the fate of al
sucli pyroteclinics-lias corne down like a stick, and a very poor stick, tee.

BALACLAIVA seema likely in future yearts te be rcmarkabie not oniy for
tlie famous Liglit Cavairy charge, but as a fashionabie resort for invalids.According te a report just issued by Vice-Consul Harford on the trade of
Sebastopol, a medical commission whidli visited Balaclava a short time age
lias rcported very favourably on its climate, and specially cuiogised its
sieltered position. An enterprising Frencliman lias already resolved te
utilise the sardine fishery, and lias established large buildings. What is
stili more important as a factor for deveioping its resources, thougli net,we sliouid have thought, as a place of fashionable resert, is that ceai lias
beqn discovered in the neighbourhood. Consul Harford discusses in his
report the derivation of the name of Balaclava, whicli many historians
have attributed to a corruption of Palakion, eue of the fortresses said te
have been built by the Scythian king of Scylurus; whie others say that
Blla Clava (fine port) is thc real enigin of the word.

A SINGULAR story of a saimon's persistent attacliment cornes fromn the
the Fowey. Some time ageo a gentleman, fishing, with a trout fly, hooked
and lest a saimon, which lie judged te be about ciglit or nine pounds. A
week later lie came again with a friend, who used an artificiai minnew;
and the friend hooked in tie samne spot what was judged te be tlie samne
salmon. Whie lie was playing it, another salmon, about sixteen pounds,
joined the liooked one, aud te ail appearance made great efforts te release
the captive by pluuging on te the gut, &c. When tie amaller fish
appeared beaten and was hauled into sialiow water the big fniend foliowed,
and tlie otier gentleman, te prevent an accident, waiked in, and with tlie
greatest ease took it eut with his ]anding net. He put an elastic b .nd
&round it and took it te tlie next pool, where, after a few moments' hesita-
tien, it sailed off The editer of The Field, commeuting on this says :
"lThe question of attacliment in fisies is an open eue, offering a wide range
for the imagination. We have seen other flsh, lu sea and fresli water,
follow a captive comrade in thc samie way as that descnibed above. Their
motive we neyer quite made eut.",

WITII the departure of the stateiy graces and formai poiiteness of the
oid scliool fromn Society went several social arts whicli have hardlY
been replaced by any 'modemn accomplisiments. To turn a compliIX)entý
neatiy, te liand a lady te lier carniage, or assist lier te mount lier herse
gracefuliy, te tell a good story, or te read weii a poem te a roomfui Of-
cultivated listeners, are among the arts net lest, perhaps, but certainly
mislaid, ln these piping, active times of ours. Lt was considered essenitiel
in our grandfathers' days, that the young meu shouid be tauglit these
graceful nothings and arts of a polite education of a gentleman ; and these
of us wlio have hadl thc good fortune te know a survivor of that weil-bred
generation, have been charmed, perhaps, witi that ease of manner and
courteous cousideration for the feelings of others, whicli are as rare now 8
rici famiiy lieirlooms or reai antiques. To risc a step higlier ; the art of
couvcrsation-liow uncommon it is ! How few men, even ef abundane
leisure, care te cultivate the talents required te make a good talker; to
reflue the voice and the manner of using it; te read discritainatelY; te
polisi the stouk-in-trade of language, and add te it witli taste and Caro,
Vcrily, tlie tciegraph and teleplicue are making of us more autem».tas
whicli jerk eut certain syllables ad infinitum.

AA Y NTERREGNUM IN LITE RA TUBE.

ATTENTION is beginuiug te be directed te the preseut-day dearth of original
creative werk in lîterature, and te the fact that while our great writero
are passing away there are few, espocially ameng thc masters of fiction and
of song, to f111 with acceptance their vacant places. At successive periodOi
we must, of course, naturally look for the cbb and flow et the îiterary tide,
as the world is orphaned by the liushiug of its molodieus voices, and ag5liO
sired by the coming of now aspirants for iiterary lionour and historie fani&
But whilc the natural order lias sway, and the old yields te the new, the
fresi materiai, it is lieid, is inferior in qihity and lacks the vigeur Ind
power diaracteristic of that whicl it suppiauts. Even te the unreflectin1g
reador of centomporary literature this tact is beginning te be realized-
that whule tic area under cuitivation is groater than ever, the literarY
liarvests for years have beon peer, and thc indications for the near 0efliaiIg
time are net ridli in promise. There is ceaseless iiterary activity, and thiu
in ail departments of human thouglit; but its resuits are tiose'ofstd
and research ratIer than ef original creative work. ThI, London Speceeae'
referning recentiy te tic present luli in Englisi iiterary history, spoaks of
tic attitude of tic rcadiug world et thc time as "lstanding by te wateh
eue of tiose intervals whici divide iiterary perioda, and givo second.rase
men thoir ioug-lioped-for chance." Thc journal gees on te remark theL
"lthe luli in the production of first-class fiction, and indocd of good
literature goueraily, is very stniking." IlNobody," it affirms, " givs no
enchtaining books,-abovc ail, cnchaining fictions." That this is truc e,
who reognize the force of the adjective Ilendîaining " wiîî gainsay. ThOre
is the usual quantum of eutertaining, and often elever, novels, ingenioUs "'
plot, skilfui in dialogue, and weuderfully, ofteu paiufuliy, elaborate i'a
analysis of motive and character. But of books tiat "lenchain," th,"
fasten themseives on ail the facultios cf the mind, and leave a nvr
to-be-forgotten, ncver-escaped-from impress on tic memory, tiere a&e
notabiy few, and the sum et tîem. will make but a small addition te the
permanent literature et British fiction. eWhat is truc ef tic eminent writers of fiction is aise true et the gr5 t
masters of song. The latter have passcd, or are passing, away, and thOe1~
are few te replace themn wlio eitier move us by ticir gcnius or etS 0

us witI thieir art. There are always the uiuoty and aine tliousad,
course, wlio are forever twangiug tic lyric larp and affect te live apart
fromn tic soiliug influences of a sordid world. But their harp-,twaugîng
arc as mechanicai as tîcir lives are commonplace, and the divine art 1"
enricîed by little that is worthy of their weuld-be epic life. Evea th'e r
of politicai squibbing, someone remiuds us, lias disappeared; aud Our
political literature in generai, witî net a littie tiat dlaims te be religouse
is far from ailaying one's moral anxicty. Whatever poetry lias doue or 10doing for tIe age, it enly fitfu]ly refresies and but feebly inspires the 1 erW i

Lt would be untrue te say tiat there is littie of the poetry of the t'nie
that is not marked by higi excellence, thougli not perhaps by euo
There arc writcrs of verse among tie modern literary men of Engl~
particularly of the critical scliool, wiose Iiterary faculty eniabies thetl 't
fauitless art to coastruet a- sonniet, or give seul and beauty te a lynic' Îo

on 5OOenabies them te write a literary mouegrapi or a cnitical dissertation Og,,notable peniod et Englisi prose. But tic work wrought by rninds gi1e
witi that supreme eudowmeut of nature which we cail genuis '11
preseut age rare, not alone in song, but lu the great undertakinTs lu pI'oU 8

sucli as lave marked tic pati et Englisi literary history for j attr
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