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CuIusî'INI'viii Aîit'iica-its îîresoît, tconition, its udrift andt tt'i>l>nî'y, its
prob>ale( future-is a sulJî'ct xviii w'oithiy tii, ;îtti-iuion, îctt, r111Y cf the
reliigions man, but of tihe stuno,'î of sotiai sci>',î'o. i> c'erscoptical
ono's opiniionis inay loi, it canltit lie >hî'îiit'l t luitt Cliu'i.siaîîity is, aino xviii be
for soîii> tinte te coin>' at aiîy rat>', a iiost imîiportatnt factor iii aii tht' atlairs
of tii, pî'o1ie oif tis continen'ut. Any s>' tit' t ofimoral, politicai, or social
phl osophiy iii wii ci (hi stiani ty i s i-gîlon'>, ho o e i ' viii i t iigiît, pi'r-
choane suit sonu> futur>e agi', is for- ah î'"t'î tuîrittsts deffi''tc> andc
imipracticahui'. A..icol tijis rniaiiis ti, xvit' r ''a o i liîisialliiy
uîîay bear te tIie ttat> ; xviîctlîîu'o p> l or toitrai, or' repuiatvd> iy tlîc'
powers tîjat iii. Tlire stuclr't cf tic' Limtes thoný. iiiust, iîi'i's b> gravi'iy
interestéd iii tue( quecstion, \Vhiat is tii'ý probableîii outcoiei cf ail tiiese
cross-currents of tiîouglît iii Aine icani (lristitînity

By titis te'rni ve mnc'an thec ag'igat>' of ail tliosi varions orgyanizatioiis,
more or hess isoiatcd fr'ont onie aîîctlîc', î'xisting on this conîtiînnt, ancl
call '' (uii Il',' Diiionliinattioii,'' I St-uts,>' or ''Iin'is' accordiuîg
to iiîdiciiuai iuias. 'T'l., suîîî cf ail tlsas tic' itiri presî'ntiii'it of
the u'c'iiion of Jc'sus Chirist, is %viiat wc' ciî'îomiiatc Aimiiricani (lristianity.
To wvlat, is tiîis tJlristiaiiity vî'rgiiig ? Viat are tue inicattions xviicriby
weceat> proguiosticato its future evoliutioui

'['at it is, i a state of tm'aîsiLioîî ahliiîîîxst admuiit. No Chriistiani, wiitt-
evc'u nmîay be Ilus Il cx'c'îd , disiies or expjeets thiat, say iii fifty yo'ars fronmi
iîow, ail tue Il chînoininatioms II ait pri's>nt ei'xstiîîg on, tixis colitilîî'ît (tiî>'n
are soine tive liindrcd, it is sqait!,) xciii stil i b>' fliisliîing, j 1!u,; si'ciral
nmore wiîiciî*wii be invented iii the niei'atiic. Evc'xy believer iui Revi'ia-
tieni looks for a better state of tlîiîgs thian thmat. Theii zt'alous amn> sanguino
adherent of anîy particular denouilmatioli expects tiîat lus vic'xvs wiil
ultimiiateiy prevail. Tire philosopher, it inay be'lises in tiiese dlivisionîs
evidences of a disintegrntioiî timat inust eventuaily produce coliapse. But
no one, blciever or umibeiie 'er, coniceicc's of tire pri'scmt inixed state of
Clînistianity as finai or permanient :it caminot, exist forc'vcr as it is. Whiat,
then, is its drift ? Is it ernem'gimîgr fr'ont chatos to order, or is it unodi'ngoiuîg
the proccss of ciecollposition auîd dccay?

Unsatisfactory and siiifting tîs tiie presc'nt state of Cbi.stiainity in
Arerica inay lie, stili it isjust tuej, state titat iiiiit hiave' bcemi anticipatî'd. it
is the natural outeorne of tire pecuiiar circ umnistanices unciex which timis con-
tinent lias beemi peopied. Mca lofcvem'y nation under heacen cc'ertainiy every
Christian nation-have found a borne bere, andtihave bronglitwxitlitheni
the seeds of tiîeir owîî national specic's axîd caî'icties of re'ligion, wichI ]lave
alltaken root and-;grown; anîd besiies in tiîis fertile soi! Otlîe ' imdigeiious
varieties have sprung up. The atctive,' restless, inventive Auuierniim uiiiil
bas not been content with foreiga imortationîs cxcii in religion :amîd so thet
accurnuiated varieties of fou'eign ccuits "l have beexi augmnenteci by geuluine
Arnerican orles. Tire late M. About, in blis vcry clcx'cr broc/cir e, Il The
Rloman Question,> thus wittily described the Arnerican clîaîacter : Il By the
timne be is twenty-flve ycars of age, an Aineî'ican bas tî'ied bis hand ait a
dozen, different trades, made four fortunes amîd at ieast one bankruptcy,
held a politicaJ office, goru e through a catirpaîgu,) bad a iawsuit, establislîed a
'iw religious seot, killed isaif a-dozen mnen w'ith bis revolver, and conquered

an isiland." it is Rot to be woridered at-it is due partiy to the American

character and partiy to nincontro]iable cicrsac. fthere lias been
E. snch a tendency to rnultiply religious .seecs :if, for instancee, iii the city of
9> Citica.go we find a McArtlîur amrting the Baptis.s, a Sigann h rs
il byterians, a ihoînas anong tire Meh 1 taia ( >he(ney arnlong the1Episcopalians, c'ach Il st;îrting a new religions sect '' cf his Ownl, and if tire

2 whole of this westernî continent has looconie a happy hIluri ti tituni for
ail sorts of theological Niînrods. Aivvricain (' 1 ita i n it s prosent
stage appears nebulous and chiaotic and yet scariceiy so ; for it will flot
answer Mr. Ilrbî'rt Spencer's dihnitjon of sicli a stte ; it i nieither
colierent nor hoigneu. iatlier it i4s a sort of congilinerate, displaying
the resuits of ail tire forces of heat and coid, dc'îiulation anîd deposit.

\Vhat, then, is its drift and! teîeiency to-day i Cari Ne se indications
to tell us what the next formation i.s iikc'ly to b>' ? Shall we mîark a stili
further process of disintegrat ion, to 1)ie closed, pi'rhaps-, xvithii glacial
epocli of biank ulibeiief ; or arc there sigris of a dleveoinent iuit 0 a botter
order of thingsi

Thle Ainerican inind, aîctiv'e ani givenl to experiînient, i4 lit tili saie
tinte c'îinently practicai. If any sc'iieînc faxil to prounce the> good resuits
antic ipated, i t is qu ick vahî (< nc> for n not h r. ilon ce, su ch ao pro> bru
as the oîîe before us i.s i i lciv te i o r nii i more speedi iy scd ced iii Ain erica
than in counttries %vhicii are ]îamîprecl iii tieir progress by oii trad itions
anci race pre jidices. Ainocricani Ciîristianitv lia' trie'> tii>' exp eriîliîeit cf
I nd i cidual isici andi seectarial nis in tii!, eule Wvo xii i tiink, it Iii i reati îd i ts
utrnlost possililo. iiiiiit. île înlu.st 1w ai, ingeu,,iioii4 mail, irîde, NvIlo cati
discover grc)otis oi 'vhiclî to Il î'stabiil a liew i'l igiolis seit, '' to-day.
Thei p racticai Arn eric'an sec's that, tiiis sec'taria ni sxî is, ltftî 'r ai!, ru inocns to
the coi on causeî' i t lu n i îgs ( iris t, i a nity i tsei f inmt o iielote;it contfirnus,
fut to say creates, unbiuiîf ;it, elU5. >loriii)us dissipiation cf oiiorgy t
i s prou ctivei of ri val ry, iii cy, dis parag>' uîen t c)f ect ci thr's imo tives aind
[practic'is, ani c'cery forin of e îî eiîarity. lui short, ai i thle evills Of
Partyisin iii Poiitics ar>' nluitiplicd iliîtînîtoiy i>y tue various Il Parties '' of
Clîristianity. \Ve mighît, thon, exîbeet to fuell a reactiomi agaîmîsl-t tiîis
partyisin ; and s0 wo do. Ono of the grî'ate'st forcs iîow obiservabile iii
Aniericari Christiani tiiolIlt is a loniginxg fer couisoliolatiomi aitd unity.

O rganîic Un i on II is a cry (if t1e p r> se nt îay ; andi tîxougi mi len inay
differ as to hlow it is to lic brouglit, about, stili the crY foi' its ilillpîraitive
necest i mwx glue ai!ini' [t, wva raisedc soie timiiî ago, but
ait first fcolily. 'Fb>'e lZports of tiie Aimial Meetfings cf tiie Ev~angeliic'ai
Alliance show iîow thaît cry lias lîeen gan!i imîrîasillxg iii ii tenity.
Forîneriy, ait sili îîieings, it wvas tii> fasiiioli foir tir' spealers of dileronit
'Il î'iiloilïli ntions. II te con i; rat.ulati' oi'nie tii> 'r oi i ti> sec taiiiisun of
Protc'sttstý, as a ,oodi tiing. Tlh> r s to be iiilnoci tai k aibou t the
Il manly reginimi'îts iin Once atri'' But, timat taikz is aimost, silied iiîow-
adays. 'The' report of tIi>' Alliance N1eeLtillig ini Mnri i 187 1 iia;rls ait
intî'rîsting stage' il, thIs evolutioiî of ( >iristiailî tiioxiglt. Soule' fexýv voicc's,
iiidleed, wî'rv e iard apîmlan>iing Ctec prc'sî'it stati' cf thints ' lbit tice
stronger thinkers raisîtiti toile whiicî lias siiice rî'vcrbc'iato>i, ioudeî' aîîd
louder, of dissatisfactioi at tiie divi>'d stLati,' of (Ji'iteîici, anti cf a
ion-ging for orgaii unionî. '[T'e inost pronouii>'ed cf tiieso spe'ake'rs wvas
11ev. -Dr'. Grant, Principal of Queeii's (>loi>gî'. il is ppr, whîose very
captioîî (Il Tire Churcli of ( aai a xcîa tiiî lie?') xvas strikiîîg
showed that tiîis dcep and> clear tlîikc'î xvas iot, oniy abre'a>t but aiîead cf
the then timiies.

In Canada practicai effIet lias lîeeni given to this cry loy tire organic
union cf tire aforc'tiie (lisjtctc7 -cm.'c'Of tue( Presheras n
Methodists i'espectivciy.

Two very rernarkabie contributions have of iatc' appeared in Anîcnican
mlagazines, written fromn very difl'orent points of view ami by xentiors cf
very difi'erent, Il creeds " :one c'ntitied Il The Idea of bd,> iii tire At icantic
jfonjetlcy of hast Noveinber, by Nir. Johnî Fiskî', a Uuîiitarian ; the othier in
tire Ceitur.y Jfcîigaziine, aiso of Novem ber, by a Prcsbyterian, Professor
Charles Shîids, of Princeton, whicb is enltitiod I'Tle Uiiitv'o (Jhirches of
the Uý&itet1 Sn'tates.'' Starting front vcry diffement poinîts, anti witli very
différent airis, yet each conteibutes bis quota towardc tire solution of Our
probleîn. Professor Siidls contes ont boilily for C)rganic Uiiy, its
tbsolute necessity. Hie condeinnis tice perpetuation of dead issue's by tîire
preservation of old national churciies-such as the Duteli Reformed
Jhurcb, the German Reforîned Churcb, etc.-on this coifinent, wiîere
)id-world nationaities are becoming fîîsed in one homogeneous race.


