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market place, and go home for their meals, often develops qualities which are playing in the market place. Remember that the Church had become a mereneither admirable nor exemplary. They love play as opposed to ail earnest formality,-a body without a soul, a letter wvithout the infinite inner sacrednesswork, and in their play they manifest whiîn, caprice, peevishiness. They are of the spirit of truth. The divine teaching which had corne by prophet andchangeable in their humour; easily provoked - fastidious and hiard to please - priest hiad crystallised into liard and dry creeds for the regulation of personalplaying at a marriage now and at a funeral then, but finding no enjoynient in demeanour; the systemn had become mere riîsted machinery-the fire that onceeither at the tirne. burned at the centre hiad long ago died out. Great pressure was broughit tol'he men of Christ's own tirne, and esl)ecially the religiotîs people of the bear uipon the Church froi xvithout, for great changes were being forced uponday-the bearded and phylactered Pharisees, who were the boastful leaders in ail institutions. But the Jews clung to their tradi tions, and mnaintained the oldail piety-were like children. He and John were greatly in earnest about the forrns of things, in the vain imagining that they xvere clinging to the old lifetruths of the Kingdorn. They spoke of eternal tbings to the souls of men j vhicli once moved so strongly in the heart of their failhers. And as it alwayswith strong crying they called the dead to life ; they strove with holy might and happens wvith a people enslaved by the conventional as to creeds and formsmain to promote the interests of piety in the earth :wille tlîe Pharisees were of life, thcy wcre an unintellectual people. The strict Pharisee was as ignorantmerely playing at religion, rnaking it a thing of garments, and beards, and toy as lie wvas narrow. With but few cxceptions Phariseeismi was separated fromsacrifices, and toy charîties, and toy prayers-aIl the timie smiling complacently the inteliectual life of the age. Letters, music, and philosophy 'vere confinedon thernselves and their works. But the unpleasing childlikeness wvent further. to Greece - Rome was developing the science of pci*tics, but the Jewvs wereThey not rnerely played at religion, but they quarrelled xvhile at play. They content to' stand still, and desired only to be let alonie. Sncb men could nowere changeable in their temper, capricious in their humour, peevisb, and liard more understand a John or a Jesus than an Indian could cornprehend an angel,to please. One set wanted to, play at marriages wben the other set wanted to or an ape could understand a Darwin. They wanted a great man, and rushedplay at funerals, and things were always gettilîg out of joint. John and Christ to hear John, and then to hear Jestîs ; but, then, they had formed their ideal,were utterly unlike in spirit, in ivays of life and methods of work; if one is un- and lie must answer to that, or be no great man at ail to them. They wantedpopular, surely the other will be a favourite ? They represent extremes, but one a great work donc in the midst of thlem, and for themn; but, then, they hadmust please 1 No ; both are unpopular. John the Baptist came a very storm, decided wvhat the work was, and how it should be donc. They took no counselthundering in upon the duill and fatal repose of the Church ; a man of mind of Heaven-only of thecir own understanding ; they soughit no higher wisdomnand heart and soul crying to the mmnd and beart and soul of men to awake to than the feeble light of thieir own knowledge. A sound came from the deserta sense of righit and God and eternal judgment ; witbi most awfuil earnestness -the voice of an original man calling on men to repent ; tbey 'vent down tohe preached on the need for penitence, and pointed to the heavens gatbered sec, and returncd disappointed, saying :"A reed shaken wvith the ivind," ablack with threatenecl woes. But the smali-souied critics who bad hurried madman sbouting for an bour. Tidings came of a teacher from. Nazareth.down to Jordan at the tidings of the new preacher said: This is extreme; hie is They sawv a genial man-a man of joy and sorrow, of sympathy most tender-a monomaniac; lie is possessed; he bas only one fixed idea in his head; bie a mani blessing children, and eating and drinking in a common way, and theybath a dcvii, and is mad, corne away. The Baptist mourned to them, wvailed said *"He is flot the man; lie is a profligate." John mourned unto therm, butand wept over the dcad virtues of a nation, but they would not lament. They they said lie was mad, and would not lamnent. Christ pipcd to them, but theysaid :This is not religion ; the tune of the Church is set to a gayer measuire cailed Him biard naines and wvould not dance,-a pour, peevish, small-soui'dthan tbat; life bas joy in it ; the Cburch is the home of gladness, corne away, people, whose miserable humours changed like the wind, and whomn nothingthat fellow for ever crying, Repent, repent, is mad. could satisfy and nothing could please.
Then Jesus came out of Nazaretb-brighit as a spring morning, lovely as a That is past and gone ; but it is marvellous bow history repeats itseif, andthought of God-but a man, intensely a man, one of the people; not an bow the iIi of time grinds the oid down to bring it forth again as new, pre-ascetic, but conforming to the ordinary habits of suciety ; eating and drinking serving the spirit. There are people in ail our churches answering exactly to thiswine at a marriage just like the other feasters ; accepting an invitation to a old world-picture of the cbildren in the market place. Their religion consists indinner-party on a Sabbath afternoon ; dressing like the ordinary mortals of devotion tu forms and creeds. Because thcy are theologicai, tbey tbink tbeyvillage and city. His look upon the Eily, and the bird, and tbe corn in the are pious. Thcy cao oniy reason within certain defined limits; they allowfields, and the water that gieamed in a well, and the hI ne deeps of heaven, themselves no freedom and su deny it to others ; they are capricious and peevishcaused joy to break from bis eyes and bis lips in unmeasured streams. And as children-notbing wili please or hold thern for long together-the smallest de-again the long-faced Pharisees were shocked. They said, Surely this man is of parture from the conventional is a violent outrage tu be resentcd at ail costs ;bard beart, for he seems to forget the sadness that is in human life, the sins and and like those old Jews thcy are always iooking for some new man to corne andmisery and death that are ail arounid; an earnest man, a real teacher inspired ivork a change-for they are not satisfied even withi the old traditionai-but theof God, could neyer sit down and feast while men are dying. Sec what man mnust work in their way, and the change must be after their mind, or lie isdrunkenness thiere is around, and yet lie drinks wine; bebiold a wine-bibbcr as nu prophet and bero to tbem-a rced in the wind, or-a profligate. Some arebad as the rest. Men are gluttons, and he eats like themn; behold a glutton. like that by the very nature of themn. Tbey are sballow pools only, and everyLook at his chosen compan ions, they are not the great saints of the day, they passing breeze stirs tbem to the bottom-there are no great sulent deeps in them.are not respectable Pharisees, they are flot even members of the Churcb ; he is which remain cairn wben the surface is troubled-tbey have nu reserves 'ofrather the friend of publicans and sinners. He is not a prophet, bie is a sinner, affections whicb they can use when faith is shaken and constancy is tested-be is the emissary of Becizebub. they are soon bot and soon cold, but neyer caught and lheld for long by aVes, friends, it may sound very strangciy in your cars, and it may rudely great sentiment or a great idea. And it is a fact that such men aretear soi-e loved illusions fromn our eyes, but it is none the lcss truc that, wbile easily brought into the Church for they are easiiy impressed-tbey do notJohn the Baptist was charged with madness, with bcing beside himself, Jesus enter by the reason but by the impulse of shallow emotions. And they neyerChrist was pubiiciy charged witb drunkenness and gluttony. And this not by think their way out of it, or think their way tbrough it; tbey simply say, "lducssneering Sadducees who gloried in ail the shame of the Cliurch, flot by the this or that please me ?" and according to their capricious temper do they lovehard-hearted unbelievers of the day, but by prominent members of the (Jhurcb. or dislike. Let a man corne and beg thern to mourn-let him tell tbem, of sinsJohn stood outside of society; bad nu mind for their ordinary life; had nu and misery, of the judgments of God on earth and bell bereafter; they say, thissympathy wîth their light-hearted manners ; bis criticismi was condemnation- is tou lugubrious, too dismal ; wc want sume bright colours woven into life; weand they cailed him mad. Jesuis Christ was one of the peuple; ate like themn; want some singing and dancing-don't turn life into a funeral. iBut let somedrank like tbem ; drcssed like themn; companied with tbem-and tbey said, man corne and tell tbemr of God's mercy and love-of the joys which are"Behold a winebibbcr and a glutton, a friend of publicans and sinners." sown in man's lot as flowers are sown in the garden-of the hope which shinesBut Jestis Christ turned from the tribunal of childish men to that higber, clear from the Fatherhood of God into the great bereafter-and they say, 'Ah!that highest, true Wisdom. "And yet," He exciaimed, Ilwisdom was justified but we want to hear the doctrine of original sin, and predestination, and eternalof ber children." Tbey werc working in different ways, they were employing torment l' Let a man corne wbo practices ail the hardness of *the ascetic-letdifferent rnethods ; but they were sent by une God, they were animated by une him dress ecclesiastically, and look ecciesiasticaily, and talk after the manner ofspirit, they were looking for une result. John was flot a reed shaken by the the old Fathers, and they say, 'Oh yes; be is good, but su unSympathetic ; bewind, for a seeker of case in kings' palaces, but a prophet,-aye, and more doesn't understand us at ail.' Let him. be the other extreme-let him live a,than a prophet. Jesus Christ was flot a profligate, but man's true brother, man's life amongst men-speaking bis earnest strong word as he best knowsmnan's lofty exemplar, man's way to truth, man's redeemer, man's sacrifice, the how-but assuming nu ecclesiastical airs, and they say he is-well, they have aSon of God, with power to save untu the uttermost. The small-soul'd Pharisees, variety of namnes for bim. I know those people-sume of tbem-great iii-with their dry moralities and perverted visions, misjudged both; but the etemnal tempered boys; they find nothing to please them-at hume nothing is right,wisdom, uf God was justified, was vindicated in the lives they lived and the and they grumbie-in the church everything is wrung, and they grumble there-works they did. children in the streets pipe to them, and they'll ask for a funerai-mourn to1 want to use the teaching of this parable for criticismn and instruction. them, and tbey'il ask for cheerful music. They are themnselves the standard ofThe first point of interest is found in the peuple tbemseives, who had set up as thougbt, thedirectors of work, and wbatever is flot tamne, is flot half-and-balfness,Judges of John and Christ, and whom Christ likened to discontented children whatever is flot mediocre is wrong-a thing to be condemncd. Now, as in the


