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absence of the owner) to contain forty acres.
The assessment notice was left with the agent of
R. X., but in December, the owner, R. X.,objects
to his tax bill, on the ground of wrong assessment
and produces an affidavit from some other person
that said R. X. holds a deed from the crown,
stating that the island in question contains by ad-

measurement ten acres more or less. Is such
evidence conclusive that the island cannot be as-
sessed for any more. The assessor still holds
the opinion that there is forty acres.

It is the number of acres that should be
assessed, not what the deed may call for.
Some lots over-run in acreage ; others fall
short, owing tc incorrect surveys. If the
deed of the island called for sixty acres,
would R.X still consider that the assessor
should be guided by 1t.

The assessor should assess the acreage
as he finds, andon appeal, the owner must
show under oath that he is wrongfully
assessed. A measurement of the island
by a competent surveyor wouid determine
the acreage to the satisfaction ot the court
of revision.

Qur town was incorporated by special act of
parliament in May, 1892, making our school sec-
tion a union between town and township. The
date of our incorporation and legal time for noti-
fication did not admit of making an equalization
of the assessments in the time specified by Public
School Act. (Section 95.) The equalization was
made in August, but the township portion of sec-
tion would pay only to their own assessment, and
have paid thus for two years.

1. Was town right in their action ?

2. Can town collect balance caused by equali-
zation ?

3. What is meant by equalization.

4. How is rate to be levied.

5. How is proportion obtained. Section 95.

6. Should trustees send in full requisition for
year’s expenditure to both council boards?

7. In case of taking action, who should be
plaintiff, school board or town council.

1. We think equalization was made in
proper time.
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3. Valuing all the taxable property in
the section on the same basis, the value of
the portion situated in each municipality
determines the proportion of tax payable.

4. The same as other school rates.

5. From repert of equalization requir-
ed to be made by assessors under sec. g5,
Public School Act.

6l Yes,

7. School board.

E. G. ALcoma.—Has a township reeve asa J.
P. any jurisdiction beyond the limits of his own
municipality, or has he the same powers as any
other justice of peace?

Reeves in Algoma have no jurisdiction
as justices of the peace beyond the limits
of their respective municipalities. See
sec. 4, chap. 37, 52 Vic.

A.has a timber license from the government
for.a lot in our township, and is taking off pine;

cedar and hemlock, said lot belongs to the
government. Can we seize the timber for taxes?

Yes.

If one of the councillors fail to qualify at first
meeting can the next man with highest number of
votes take his place, or must we hold another
election ?

G. has been elected councillor and refuses to
act, as we don’t wish to compel him, caf* we take
the next man with the highest number of votes or
must we hold another election.

A new election must be held in both

cases. See section 181, Consolidated
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Municipal Act, and section 277, which re-
quires mummpal officers to refuse office or
make the necessary declarations within
twenty days under a penalty.

In the year 1892 the collecior did not legally
return his roll. It was handed to the clerk with-
out an affidavit. Will such irregularity effect the
future sale of land for taxes. If so, what must
be done ?

If the collector did not make returns
required by sections 131 and 136 of the
Consolidated Assessment Act, of 1892, the
treasurer should have taken proceedings
mentioned in section 231 of said Act. If
so much time had not elapsed since the
return of the roll, the council might have
availed themselves of the provisions of
section 133 of said act, by appointing
another collector to complete the work.
The provisions of the Assessment Act
must be complied with before land can be
sold for taxes.

If, as the result of the neglect of the
treasurer or collector the municipality is
liable to loose the taxes on lands not pro-
perly returned, these officials may be
proceeded against as provided in sections
225 and 227 of the Assessment Act.

G. C.—How should a person be assessed who
lives in a house on his father’s farm, and has an

interest in said farm, and also owns property in
said township, independent of his father?

As owner of both.

A person is appointed deputy returning officer
for municipal election. Does such appointment
disqualify him from being appointed reeve?

Noes:

The question of grants to high schools
will be before the legislature again this
year. Some counties are very much dis-
satisfied with the present act which dis-
criminates unfairly, mm counties where
rural and detached high schools respect-
ively exist in the same county in favor of
the high s:hool so detached, and urge that
sub-section 2, of section 31, of said Act,
should be so amended as to eliminate the
evident injustice made apparent in the
tact that high scheols, separated from a
county, contribute no return or corres-
ponding equivalent for the moneys paid to
them under th Act, othér than those edu-
cational advantages resulting from all well
regulated high schools in the district ;
whereas, taxpayers of the high school dis-
tricts in the counties, who are already
locally taxed for high school purposes,
and who contribute and pay with other
ratepayers of the counties, all the legiti-
mate disbursements of the counties, how
find themselves compelied, under the pre-
sent act, to pay, in addition to the support
of their local high schools, their quota of
taxes to another high school situate in a
municipality detached from the counties
altogether. This is a manifest injustice
which should be' remedied.

The county council of FLennox and
Addington in a petition to be presented
to the legislature, set forth:

I. Thatif the words ‘‘three years” contained in
the last line of section 37, were struck out and
the words#‘one year” substituted therefor, that
such change, if made permissive only, and not
compulsory, would afford relief to those county
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councils, who had inadvertently placed the fees of
the pupils too low, or who had unwisely placed
them too high, thereby, perhaps numerically pre-
judicing their schools.

2. That asit is the evident intention of the high
school law to compel all county councils to bear a
share of the cost of maintenance of the schools at
which county pupils attend, and as there is no
provision made in the act for the payment for
county pupils, who, by reason of their remoteness
from a school in the county, prefer to attend, and
do attend a more contiguous school in an adjoin-
ing county, where an unreasonable fee may be im-
posed for their attendance at such latter school,
that the sum of one dollar per month, or a frac-
tion of a month, per connty pupil should be paid
by the county for the maintenance of all detached
and contiguous high schools at which county
pupils may respectively attend ; provided always
that the said county pupils attend the nearest high
school to their respective residences.

A. W. CAMPBELL

0.L.S., C.E., A.M,C.S, C.E.

Examinations, surveys, designs, specifications,
estimates for waterworks, sewerage syslems,
sewerage disposal, municipal drainage, reclam-
ation, expert tests.

Reports made on all classes of municipal work.
Electric light, electric street railways.

Improvement of Highways
and Streets .

Clarification of turpid water for public supply by
chemico-mechanical filtration.
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J. A. BELL, C. E.

Mem. Can, Soc. C. E.

Special attention given to the construc
tion of waterworks, sewers and bridges.
Plans, specifications and estimates furnish-
ed, and constructions superintended
Correspondence solicited.

Office—Court House, St. Thomas.

Paris Waterworks International Cantilever

Tilbury i Bridge

Milton L Aylmer Waterworks

St. Thomas Sewage St. Thomas ,,
System
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ial notice in the Scientific American, and
thus are brought widely before the public with-
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latest designs and secure contracts, Address
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