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is believed to be the highes't line of rail-
way in the worlct, for its rails reach to
the great hieight of 15,809 feet above sea
level, and by- those whose respiratorv
orgrans doa not suifer from the altitude
it is NveIl xvorth a visit, not only on this
account but also because of the truly
unlagnificent panorama of snow-clad
nmountains to be secf on the way up or
down-aniongst themi the giant "01-
laguie." said ta be upxvarcls of 20,000
feet higli. This is the one part of the
.Utofagasta Railway where snow stornis
are trouilsoine, the line having been
coniiplctclv blocked for about four days
in july, 1908.

Shortlv, after leaving Ollague Station
die franitier line bctween Chule and Bo-
livia is cassed at kilomietre 442-275
mniles froin Antofagasta, and from this
p)oint to 'Uytni (kcilomietre 61o) the fine
runs at almnost a uniformi level of 12,000
feet above the sea.

Luytni is a toxvn Of somle 5,000 inhabi-
tants, nianv of wvhoni are Inctians, and its
marke't is worthy of a visit. Here for;
the first time -we make the acquaintance
of the Hlama as a beast of burden, as
these animais are largely employed in the
transport of tin and silver over the
mounitains froni Potosi, some 125 mî1e;
distant. They go in troops of ioo or
more and take 15 days on the journey.
Each animal carnies i00 lbs. in weighit
and it is said that they xvill îot move
if this weighit is exceeclec in the smallest
degree. From Uyuni runs a private rail-
way soine 33 kilometres long to the fa-
mious Huanchaca silver mines, which are
situated in the miountains at 13,6o0 feet
above the sea, and at the endi of the
line is the mining town of Pulacayo, con-
sisting of some 8,ooo inhabitants. These
mines are owned and worked by an en-
terprising Franco-Chilian Company, and
are xvell worth a visit.

We now leave Uvuni for Oruro, and
at Huari-kilometre' 8oi--conie in sight
on our left of the mysteriouis fresh water

lake Poopo, which receives 212,000 cubie
feet of water per minute andi only :2,000

cubie feet flowv ou.t of it. At 924 kilo-
metres, or 574 miles fromn Antofagoastaý
xve reach the town of Oruro, xvhich is
the terminus of the Antofagasta Rail-
xvay.

Oruro is a towvn of 8,ooo inhiabitants
sittlate(t at i12,oo0 feet above the sea.
The houses are mostly bujit of unburnt
bricks , lastered on the outside and
1)aintC(1 different colours, which gives a
very 1 )ictuIesC1ue appearance to the
streets; here, also, miost of the wvindowvs
are clecorated with boxes of flowers, a
rather uncommnon feature in South Ain-
enican towns.

For sonie distance after leaving- Ortirc
the country is swamipy and uninterestine
but soon (this changes for rough stoni.
grouinc on which grows a short scrub)
affording food for Ilamias and clonkeys
which are seen in large numibers, ami[
later on, this again changes for* roughi
gr*iass and x.we reach the grazing ground
xvhich fromi timie immnemorial has sup-
ported the flocks of the Incas and their
descendants. As the train approaches
\Jiacha, the junction with the railway
connecting La Paz with Lake Titicaca,
we obtain our first sighit of the fam-ous
llimani towering above the plains, 21,-

828 feet high, and capped with the grand-
est miass of snow.

A shor't run brings us to the Alto
station and w.ith but little delay the de-
scent ta the City of La Paz de Ayacucho
is begun, the rail\vay coaches being head-
ed by an electric motor. 0f the panor-
ama xvhich uinfolds itseIf of the beautiful
fertile valley in xvhich the city nestles
we can att3m1)t no (description. The tra-
veller having seen it wiIl neyer forget.
The charmis of the olci worlcl city withi
its many churches, its xvonderful archi-
tectural features and endless peculiari-
ties must be seen to be appreciated. Fromi
La Paz to Lake Titicaca is an easy jour-
ney and many of the most famous Inca
remiains are within easy reach.
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