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ce nts The averagt wlxjlesalt price for Canada was 35 the various companies tc, secure specific informati
cents. AbsoJute comparison cannot be made of these margins demanded swora testimony as to (a) the 9
figures because the average wholesale price for Canada of each cornm<>dity purchased during the year; (b)
is bascd on a ýspL-cik cl.à-ss of butter, but the gencral coin- cost of such laid down in warehous-es including
paribon hold, g;<x)d. For instance, the average price and unloading charges; and (c) the total quantity
which the investigation showed as received by the cold during the ycar and the total arnount for which 4d.
siorage conipanics for chcese was 18.9 cents. The average average cost prices and average selling prices :erel.
Whoksale priccs for 1916, as workcd out frorn the prices puttd. The difference betwezen these is the margin
ruling daily lhroughout the yenr by the proper officers of red te. The margin represents, therefort, the
the labor department, were as follow: Butter, creamery, storing, losseS3 interest en investment, overhead char
Mentrcal, 35 cents; chcese, western, colored, Montreal, any other expenses incurred by the cold sstorrage
19.8 cents; eggs, fresh, MOýttva1, 39-5 cents; beef, hind from the time the commodity enters the warchouse'
quartcrs, 14-b cents; pork, 14,7 cents; sait pork, 16.8
cents; mutton, 94,6 ccnts; harn, 21.2 cents; bacon, 23.7 TABLE'Il.-Margins, With Average Prim and,
cvnts. l'bc wide diffierence belween the wholesale and tJon of Total Quantities Sold by Cold Storage
the cold Niorage pricts of eggs is due to the fact that the Companies, 1913-1916, and for Home . ......
average wholesale price iç calculated from the price of constimption.
fresli cggs during -cach month througlw)ut the year.

"'l'he average price of mutton is lower than that Per-
centageshowed by the cold storage companies bocause larnb is Average centage of Total l.

Average Sailing of Total Amauntincluded with the rnutton in their reports. The foregoing cost per price Amount sold as
figures cannot form the basis of an abqolute comparison Pound perd sold as shownor doz. Poun shown for HomeI)vç;àitse the prîce of spocilied lincs is recorded in the or doz. for, con-expo taverage wholesait prices, and the price of ail qualities of
cach coinai<)diiv i% shown in the average prices worked Butter-
out (rom the cold storagc reports. Comparison can bc 1918 25.38 27.12 less 1 90

25A 27.0 1 90 00
rna&ý, howv%,(ýr, in a general way. It is in the profit per 1918 .... 27M 29,06 r 80 ÏM
pound or per dozen that the public is chiefly iintcrested. 30» 82.73 12, 70 1.9

That srargin, if reasonable, will be cheerfully paid; if un- 85 12 0.48
rejim.)n.ible, ils exaction, a,4ide front ait question as Io the 5121 81 is 1.15 Dia

1915ý -:, 14.46 14,89 si 14 0.39 0.08morality of f(x)d profittering in time of war, is by the law 1916 .... 13.11 18.89 77 20 0.78 o»
pronounced criminal. A reRsonable margin is as due the Ewgg-

22.58 24.98 lem 1 63 2.35cold storage operator as it is due the farmer, the whole- 1914 28.90 28.46 4à 70 2.6 4:ii,!*"
saler or the retailer. It is the price whkh Canada pays 1915: ... 22.31 25.98 is 60 3.67 &74Iota .... 26,06 30.36 23 60 4.31 7.Mfor the preservation of lier food supplies (a) for distribu-
tion from her large centres of production to lier population &W 10.02 2j 85 1.06 leu 2.U

1914... 10-88 11.82 5 90 0.94 0.29> in gentrai and lier urban population in particular, and (b) low _ 9M 10.28 6 M 0>35
for vxrwjrt, m) 1hat she may compete with her excess sup- igU .... M75 11.45 8 60 ùý70
ply, as a food purvtyor, with other countrits. It is the ipork-

isit .... 12.5 14.47 2 M 1.97 0.14rtmwd which CaTiada allows to thosc Who perform fer 12» 13.45 20 70 1186 we
h(,r the 4)f sci, con-ýcrving her food supply as to 12.22 13,88 20 70 1.43 1.14V.p.ýI9j6 .... 14.84 15.67
enible the use of the whole and the return of a fair yield p. à S. P.

18-43 16.w 26 60 1.85 2ein moncy thetcfor. Within it i3 included the price pa;d
by the farmer for storing his exc"s production until the igis. 14,79 17» 34 M 2.33 les* Oýft
time of greater .qcarcity. He pays so that the fruits of 1156 16.04 60 30 2À# IL17JOIS.", 94.10 16.57 87 12 2ý47 t* jhis labor mav he rendered an article of commerce and be- 15-76 20.34 90 8 4.s8 4ýe
corne a rellable wurce of revenue. 1913 .. 14.43 19M l"s 1 94 4.86 _ ........*'The consumer pays to %tirnulate production so that 1914.... 14A4 17.U 12 80 3.01 *'w > -

1 17.37 25 70 2,95 1.8 ý ý :"lie may bc able to procure sufficient of the particular corn- l', les$ 2ý»6 9.10 21.92 15 70 2.12
modity nt ait scagons, nt a nearly as possible stableized
pricý%, and go thRt gluts and famineg inay alike bc avoided, Lamb-1 143:::: "' le" 1 M 1.38Have the margins exacted by the cold storage operators 11, 0.08 14.29 1 95 1.21111 Il 15.42 1 80 0.94been unreasonable? There arc two way.-% of discover;ng 191,g .... 1 I'S'O 17.41 1 90 0.61 ...
this. First, by applving the test of the averages of Other
years; second, by c;pt.ýcifk, and expert examination of the

it :rçýaches the persons to whom they sell and trecords of actual operations. Both rnethods have been al char if ursued, but il must bc admitted that although inuch has sterage company's pre>fit. It is the tot 91,11-on the food from the titne it enters the cold storabeen dorwz- the latter rnethod has not been foÎowýd put as ge
until it esses into the hands of grocers oryet to the full extent desirable. The work is still pro- dealers. , It will bc observed that the margin oâceeding. The accomparlying table of margins ShOW9 the

average prices and the proportion of the total quantities StPce 1913 has increased two cents per pound, on

sold by cold etorage companies for the years 19t3 tO 0.35 cents per pouhd, oneggs o.96 cents per

ig 16, and for home consunipt ion." b,--ef it lins dccreased 0. 12 cents, on bacon it hasli. .

Commenting on this table, the commissioner Say$. "It . 2-25 cents, on ham itlhas decreased o.76
port of butter 1as increased during the sarne peri-6d',is desirable that the precýse meaning attached to the word less than 1 cent. of the total cold storage Saýesý,&rnargin' in this report should bc very carefully noted. It per cent. Although thé proportion of cheese ex

resents gross, not net, profit on the cSnniedity from
p compared with the total quantity sold by

time it is laid down, ail costs and expenses paid, in
the orage warehouse. The questionnaires sent out to ,(Çontin.iled on page 44

'A i,ýý 11ýÀ i


