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) S T0 STATISTICS GENERALLY

A
Th
SiEtoy . i :
Of,th PrESeWth of life assurance within the recollection
Oneq ;= . °Mt generation is a circumstance to be reck-

iscuss; kL
VEI()pment oi.ufsmg statistics. Indeed, the recent de-
::)aki i lnSm‘anc‘e of all kinds has . made, and is
Nclyg; at demands upon statistical studies and
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Ount; : Uts'fal_tlstlcs have been called the science of
ofr' Bowley, this definition is too narrow. An author,

K; aVt’:rage thinks it may be rightly called the science

n S. But th ., . .

8 M. d € definition given by Mr. W. I.

bt _CtiVe’ n’at eclares it to be: ‘‘The method of judging
Aineq ural or social phenomena from the results

Rl Y t i ; 5
est‘mates ,},‘e analysis of an enumeration or collection

or it of the science of accounting and the
emphaorm Systems of accounts for all muni-
v Mg Sizes the need of correct statistical
i bein, numerous ‘commissions have lately
Citieg og’ I:”hose duties vary from the govern-
: goVant € regulation or investigation of all
Siong rlrlustmental activity. The decrees of these
% “Very ik rest largely upon statls}txcal informa-
ns derisnge company must base its rates upon

Y ed through the study of large masses

W statistics and new calculations must
the SING. ol Mmade, for conditions of life are ever
It is‘nsuran oexample. of this is the novel subject of
aﬂairstf‘uly saiq tl‘l"::ﬂf‘mg men against unemployment.
practical statesmen and men of

the only ones who find in statistics a
ally. . . The biologist thereby

verifies the laws of variation and heredity. The econo-
mist seeks to establish laws .of population, of wages,
of prices, or to show the connection between financial
crises and unemployment. The sociologist would de-
monstrate the relationship of sales of alcoholic liquor
to crime, poverty, suicide.”” As one author puts it:
The proper function of. statistics, indeed, is to enlarge
individual experience.

It is a common thing to find, even in these days,
people distrustful or contemptuous of statistics. The
writer recalls an instance where, calling upon a mer-
chant in the province of Quebec not many years ago
to ask for some trade figures for use in a compilation
then being made, the merchant asked: ‘‘What good
is it? Do I get any benefit?’’ The reply was that the
benefit would be rather that of the community than of
the individual. The opinion of the merchant was that
such figures would be useless—‘‘Mais, quelle sottise,
c’est tout-a-fait inutile.”

One class of people is disposed to think, when con-
fronted with a mass of tables designed to prove so-
and-so, that ‘‘figures will not lie’’; another class, a
little more learned, are prone to call all statistics tissues
of falsehood. There are true and false statistics. An
amusing example of failure to observe intelligently,
appears in the book of a recent writer on Socialism, the
main thesis of which is based on an erroneous table
taken {rom a government report, the errors in the table
being so glaring as to be at once evident to any one
in' the least familiar with statistical data. . 3

The importance of accuracy in stati.stics is steadily
becoming more apparent in many directions. In manu-
factures, in engineering, in commerce, in transportation,
as well as in scientific pursuits, statistical information



