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A great injury is being done to the horse-breeding of this country
Iyý crossing the small mares with the large Clyde, Shire and Percheron
Sires. Thie produce is often an impossible brute, fit for nothing, and if
the Imperial arrny is to be supplied it can only be done fromn the produce
of thoroughbred sires and three-parts brcd mares. Each year must showv
fatrmers how lrecarious a living is that which depends solely on grain,
;and if only the sanie attention be paid to the rearing of good horses as
s being paid to other stock, the result will be beyond Il expectation;
cvery day the class of vessels carrying cattie to Europe is improvirig, and
hiorses can be landed as safe and sound in Liverpool and London as in
.\ew Xtork, withi this différence, that for every dollar paid l)y Anerican
(ealers, the dealers in Europe can afford to give a pound sterling."

Canadian Horses for the Army.

TSRoa Highness the Duke of Cambridge expressed hirnself satis-
fiwith the Canadian borses inspected by himi at the new~ remount

establishment, Woolwich, on Tuesday. T1he horses in question have
lneen recently purchased by Col. Ravenhili and Col. Phipps for mnilitary
pi>rIoses, and l)oth officers rnay be warmily congratulated on the resuit
of their labors, and for many reasons. l'le first is that the farmiers of
the United Kingdomn have ceased trying to supply biorses suitable for
cu1Valry purposes-the (Governinent price does not attract theni. Our
h.ust horses are exported and sold at prices higher thaiî obtainable in this
coluntry, and the leggy, weedy residue is not fitted for the wear and tear
which service in the cavalry and artillcry entails. To rnake up) the de-
iciency sonie i 7,000 foreign horses are annually in-ported to supply our

-inuy wants froni Russia, Spain, G;ernîiany and France. T1he question
bas for long been discussed wvether state aid and the establishnment of
*overnnment haras in this country miighit not remedy the defect of being
(oIliged to trust to forcigners for our supply of armiy horses. Whatever
ina) be the consensus of opinion on this bead, nothing lias been donc
t) stimiulate the breeding of horses amiong Britisbi farmiers, and an imi-
portant difficulty bas been solved by the united efforts of Cols. Raven-
liilîl and Pbipps. Both officers went out to Canada in jJune last to l)uy
;11d send over a sample of horses from the D ominion, and these-sonie
8o in number-passed muster on Tuesday by the I uke of Cambridge,
'vho expressed bis approval of thesc irst-fruits. Col. Ravenhil! stated
that most of the horses were taken out of tiinber waggons. Soiie of
them were almost tlîorougbbrcd, and, although in poor condition when
î>rchased, they bad, witb food and rest, developed into fine troopers.
In their native country the aninials were ail draugbit-horses, but are cap-
aible of being broken in for riding purposes. Lt is a mnatter on which the
nation may be congratulated that we have at last found a field for the
stipply of our mîlitary borses. To he dependent for thein on the
freigner entails a drain of money out of the country in time of peace
zind the closure of the nmarkets in time of war. So long as England
remiains mistress of the seas we miay look to our colonies to supply that
which is unremunerative to native industry. 'l'ie maximum Home
(;overnment price is -C45 per cavalry horse, while the Canadian horses
were purchased at prices varying frornj 2 5 to £ 3 5 . 'Vo this must be
-idded ,J8, the cost of transit from Quehec to England. The I)uke of
C.amb)ridge incidentally remarked that the War I)epartment bad sbown
the Canadian fiarniers the practicability of delivering horses on the
Thamies under governnîent price, and be hoped that the colonies would
hec encouraged to breed and send over horses for military l)urposes.
Australia, possibly, may be stinîulated in this direction, and in these
(lays of projected Iml)erial Federation A I ust be glad to see tbat the
discovery of a fresh field for the supply of our niilitary wants will tend
to divert nioney from the l)ockets of foreigners and turn the Pactolean
streani into the purses of our own flesh and blood.- U. Sel-vice Gazette.

Commanding Officers.

T H-E probability, nay, the certainty, of the adoption by the niilitary
authorities of a systeni of selection for the position of offilcer com-

'nanding a regimient leads us to make a few remarks on what we may
('onsider the expiring genus. In tbe adoption of any systern of selection
ccrtain rules iili have to be formulated, which, it may be supposed, will
1 r ing the class of commanding officers to something approaching a uni-
fori standard-of course they will aIl be good under the expected miilitary
iiillennium! Under the expiring systein conimanding officers bave been
of ail types-somie good, some bad, sonie neither the one nor the other,
soie with ideas, some witbout. But we must confess that aIl have, nmore
()r less, honestly attempted to do their duty according to their igbts.
'lie rarest typ)e of aIl is the popular conîmanding officer. WVe beard a
coninanding officer say once witb a melancholy sigh, that if an angel

came down from heaven to command bis reginient he would flot be
1popiular. WVhen we talk of this type we nîcan the commanding officer
",ho drives the regimental coach with a firmn hand, and whilst he makes

everybody do bis duty is popular with the officers and men. The strict
disciplinarian will, wve think, be more popular with the men than with
the officers. There are some comnianding officers that are popular
because tbey are easy-going and let things stide. The commonest kind
of comnianding officer is the one that is pl)ular oulside bis regiment:
and who reserves al bis imiperfections for the bosoni of bis regimentai
cîrcle. t is very bard in such a case, when an outsider renîarks to one
of bis officers, "\Vhat a cbarnîing mian your colonel is," for bim to answer
with a trutbful countenance, "Yes-very." Vet it nmust be a very bad
regiment where a different answer wvould be given, and where the officers.
are always grumbling abroad about the sbortconîings of their comman-
ding officer. This is an instance of the mucb-derided esptrit de corpswhich,
in our opinion, is one of thîe strongest sup)porters of discipline. 'Uhen
there is the colonel who lives in the ordcrly-roomi, and would -be oiîy too
bappy to sîep ini it. Such a man delights in sounding the "officers' caîl,"
and keeping theni lîangiîîg about the orderly-roonî, wlîether tlîey bave
any business there or not, whilst he tells off the prisoners. . As bis nîlind
is of rather a discursive tendency, wlîen a prisoner and the witnesses are
before hini, and they introduce irrelevant matter, be keenly follows them
-lSergeant So-and-so said sonîiething,"-"Send for Sergeant So-and-so."
One namie introduces atiother until there is a queue of witnesses outside
the orderly-room, lîke that at a popular theatre before the )it door is,
opened. This kind of coninanding officer is neyer î?opular. He wastes
bis own and bis officers' tinie, and much as a p)risoner bates celîs or pa~ck
drill, he bates it still more when the process of awarding it takes baîf-an-
hour instead of two minutes. The jocular comnianding officer is
generally liked, more esp)ecially wben bis jokes have no malice in tbeniî.

There are sonie coninianding offilcers, and accounted good ones
too, who neyer knowv any drill, and îvbo can neyer remember what
movements have been abolished and whicb retained; such mien are very
often good sp)ortsmen, smnart looking fellows on borscback, look welI after
their regimients, and not easily disconcerted by a buffy general on parade.
As tbey generally bave a good wvord of comiîîand and a smiart adjutant,
they get very well tbrough an inspection. '1'lere is the conîmianding
officer wbo bas been the best of conîrades and good fellows as a major,
a leading sportsman of his regiment, first across country, and an excellent
sbot, getting as miuch ]eave as lie can, who, wlîen be gets coiniand,
develops into quite a différent being, forgets that he ever was young, and
looks uI)of leave as an institution of the devii. Such a inan, whcn the
best nîcet of tbe season takes place in the neighborhood, and bis young-
sters want to go, finds that it is the only day on wbich he crin have an
alI-present p)arade or kit inspection. Another sort of conîmnanding officer
-w~e do not tbink there are many of themî-are tIiose tbat sleep) with
J ulius Qesar under their pillows, and read Hamley and their drill books
by day, but wbose knowledge evaporatè's wlîen the gencral hustles tleie,
and begs tbemn to " get on witb the Royal WVessex," or whatever tlîcir
regimients nîay be.

*How few really good drills there are! It does not seern a very
bard thing to drill well, to have a good v'oice, a tolerable mieniory, anîd a
clear idea wbicb is your rigbt hand and wbicb is your left. W~e say
nothing about tactics; that is quite a different art. The class of com-
manding officers who, if not bearded like the pard, yet are full of strange
oaths, is almost extinct; they have, however, existed since the days of
Flanders, and a few remain in the higher ranks. Sucb a nia-n was he, of
another generation, îvho wsas reported to bave gone down on his knees
on parade and prayed that a fresh oath nîiglît be given hinm to swear at
such a lot of idiots as he bad to bandle. We must not forget the society
conmanding officer, generally very polular witb the young ladies, wvho
is always ready to start a regimental dance or luncheon. Th'e youngsters
coml)lain that be is the only one w~ho reap)s the benefit of it, as it is be,
and not they, wbo is asked to the country lîouses and to thîe pheasant
shooting. Anîong the best of the various typ)es is the sporting coin-
nîanding cfficer, who lîunts, shoots and fishies whlen he can spare tinie,
and wbat is more, likes to sec lus officers hunt, shoot and fish too. Such
a nian iay not be a brilliant drill, or an eninent niiitary lawyer, but be
can generally hold bis own on the p)arade grotind as well as lie can across
country or on the nîoor. The only teniptation which, if lie is a 'vise
nman he will do well to avoid, is to take 1 art in those sports wliîcl re(luire
youth and suppleness. It is sad to sec the miiddle-aiged coninîanding
officer swatbed in flannels, and pcrspiring at every pore, pursuing the
lively bail at la'w'î tennis, or who, after vast preparation and mnuch pad-
ding, returns sadly froni the wickets witb a duck's egg, because a certain
tstiffness in the back did not permiit biîîî to stol) the fatal shooter. But on

such occasions just listen to those good-natured sycophants, his sub-
alterns, "Oh ! colonel, 1 amn sorry; wc depended on you for a score, but
that was a clipping baIl that boîvled you-best bowled to-day." Such,,
alas, is human nature. Th'e hast type of commanding officer which we
have in view is the one who is overwhelmed by his fanîily. Such a
warrior is generally henpecked, and bis "lady" is really the commanding,
officer. His sorry charger's life is made a burden to him by having to,
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