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THE -REA UTIFUL LADY GLADrS.
OHAPTER vil.

Dollie awoke, the. neit mormung afler a
restlesa nilit of feveriali, troubied
dream. She lad net dared te indulge
iu the. luxuly cf teom, fer fear that lier
eyes vould b. awoilen, sud so betray lier
sorrov te Sir Vivisu; but thougli tliey
ver. not ivollen, there vere dark circlea
round the sA violet ey.s, and she vas
taler than ever. Tii. sorrov vhich ah.
~ad no biravely suppreased had ef t its
mark on her childlsli face.

8h. vent dowvu te breakfast at lut,
rather iste. 8h. lieaitated at the, door,
net daring te go lu, until at length ah.
vas startied by a afight, "Ahem 1" sud,
turuing round, met the astonisiied eyes
of the, butier, viio huad been standing be-
hind lier for a long Âtme, waitiug with tvo
liot diahea in bis baud. Dallie entered
the rooni hurniedly sud found the. other
guensta lking together lu a state of great
excitement.

"'Corne boe, DoUie," said her mother,
as »ha uaw lier surprised look. "We have
liaü i-coh a pleasant surprise this men-
ing. Osu yen gnoe what it is 1

Dollie had time duning this speech te
soe that Sir Vivian vas leanmug agains the
mantelpiece lu silence, sud that lie vas
lookiug keenly at lier. Doll vas
tiiorougiibred te the core, sud vithout s
rnomeut'a hesitation, veut up to Lady
Gladys, looked straight into lier triumph-
sut eyes, sud foxcing a poor littie sinile
te lier pilld lips, aaid steadly-

'Il cougratulate you, Lady Gladys,
on your engagement vith Sir Vivien.
I viali you ail the happîneais yen de-
serve."

Lady Giadya vinced-yes, viuced in
tlie bout of triumph, lu the. flushi of vic-
tory, before a paie aliglit girl vith dirn
blue eyes. Dollie could not tell exactly
iiow Lady Gladys liad corne between ber
sud Sir Vivian, but ah, bilt sure that ah.
liad iu nmre vay or other. There vas a
pause.

"'Thauk you." muriuured Lady Gladys
sveetly. "W. shaîl indeed be happy 1"
-turning with a bright ernie te Sir Vi-
vian, au if asking hlm te join lier lu a
public avoval of jey.

Tii. moment vas unfortunate, for lie
had gone te the breakfast-table. Lady
Giadys moved svay, catching sight of
Bell'a face, vhich vore sudh a emiie of
deliglit at lier discornfiture that it cailed
forth a sympathisiug eue f rom Charlie
and Captaiu North, vlio vas standing
by. Be lied seen somethiug of vbat bsd
been going on, but ah. liadt thouglit that
it vas oniy a lover's quarnel, that seoner
or later Sir Vivian weuld ask Doelie te
be hie vife sud alie vould accept him.
Passing Dolie as ah. vent te lier seit,
ah. gave lier baud a leving squeeze.

"'Yen are a brick, Dollie 1" she vhis-
pered entiiusisatically.

Dolhie amiled st bier fsiutly, and ait
dowu by Cbarlie'a aide, feeling more mis-
erable than she had even been lu her 11f.
befor.

Sir Vivien, glanced furtively ab lier
white face sud tired eyes, vhich leoked
everyviiere but at hlm, sud wished wlti al
is boeat that hoeliad net been lu aucli a

liurry.
teTire muet be sme mistake," lie

thouglit, "surely 1 But thoen vould the
have taken. a preueut f romn North if ah.
bad net been engaged te hlm 1"

About a quarter of au heur befere the
tirne they vere te start for their drive te
Raiuaforth, Dollie lvly deaceuded the.
bread staircase dresaed Iu lier out-doot at-
tire. There vas ne eue in the ball, se
mIe ust down on the great liou'asakin'b.-
fore the. fire and atared at the marbie
nympli, ever vbich tue paluted vludov
vas throvlug "'gulea of argent, purpie,
and gold." She vas just the sme, atili
peised on eue delioste foot in exquialte
grace, oaoeea of the littie tragey whloh

Ws been played eut boeeth lier, lieed-
leu of oerything but .the. lamp in lier
celd, baud.

"'Does nobody care that aucli sorrov
lim corne te meV' thouglit Dollie mouru-
fuhly. "Ah, hore la Roger !"-6so the
geld-brwn cole cirne up te her sud laid
hie beautiful head on lier lap. Dollie
pulled hlm dowu beside lier sud bld lier
face lu lIda browu coat. "'Oh, doggie,
doggie, what have I doue that lie should
be se- sgry viLli me VI ahe .sid brokenly,
feeling that, if tears did net corne soon te
lier relief, lier heant vould break. But
lier liot eyes vere dry; liers vas a grief
"tee deep for tears. "

Proseutly th. hear an's stops ap-
proachlng lier siowly. She iook.d up,
sud met Chanlie Murdocli' browu eyes
full ef pityiug love. He liad guesaed
Dllii.'. secret* at lent, the. secret vhich
she liad soe trenoualy tried te keep te
herself.

"Are y'eu ail &sin lie, Mine Dollie 1"
lie inquired, after seeking vainly for a
more bnilliaut opening to the conversa-
tion.

" *Yes, except for Roger*'-raiig the
dog'o brovu iiead lu lier emall vhite
bande.

"'May Ilait down V"
"Yes, do t"-maakiug room. fer liim

beside lier. "Who la goiug te drive us?î'
"Oh, Brambail, 1 suppose ; he is a very

good whip t"
"And Lady Gladys vill ait beside hlm,"

s'le auppiernented te herseif.
There vas a pause.
'Il wonder hcv it feels te b. like a

dog"--dreamily gazing lute the fine
"4neyer te know what morrov or jey la. "
"I de net thiuk you would care to

change," matd Charlie softly. "'After
all, sorrcv la felevwed by joy gener-
ahly."0

l'Is it V." said Dollie epening her eyes lu
surprise. "Hew do yen kuow ?I"

lie laugbed rather sorrovfuily.
"Do yen net thiuk that I have troubles

as weli as other people ?"
Dollie looked et hum curiously. He

vas slways the gayest of the. gay, laugh.
iug sud' jesting vitli everybody ; ah. cor-
taiuly had net conuected the. ides cf ser-
row vith iî before; but vien ah.
turn.ed swvay breyeu fnom he bonuy
brovu face, she kuev therà vere other
sore hoarta lu the venld besides lier ovu.

III amn aorry," ah., said heaitatingly.
"I viali I could shiow you hov aerry 1 arn
for you-Charlie t"

Tii. luit word came out ratiier auddeu-
ly, as if it had been au sftertliought ;
but it had the deaired effect. Hie face
bnlghtened at once, sud he said eager-
ly-

"May I teli you 1?"
"If yen vlsh"--gently.
Anid Clianhie toid his story ln fev vends

-ov lie cared for a girl vith ail hie
iieart, sud ah. dîd net retura hi& love.

"'Pour bol 1" corneted DoUie pity-
ingiy. "Perhaps ah. may radiprocat.
your affection eue day stili. M 'bat in aie
11k,? Isaie pretty?"

"Y., he bas a clear pink-and-white
cmpl on, dakviolet eyes, a dean little

red outh, soft wrou hiaïr, golden-
tlnedsudlittiew vit bauds."
"She muet b. uice. Poor Obanlie t",

-ud Doflieastroked sootblugly the. browa
baud vhich lay* near ber. "'Do i kmev
hern? Do yen mind teiliug me lier
name Y"

Charlie looked at ber sorrowfully.
flueneing hlm lu aiU hie joys sud plet-

"Dean, in it, Possible that yeu do net
knov that 1 love yon? Is o W. geutly.
r"Ne 1t" repestedl Dolie, se astoniabe 1

that, ah. hardly knew vbst alie vas gay-
mng. "NolI Why me Il,

46%, yn r" L. echoed, half amuned,
UVI pamned by ber -utter surprise, vhich

crushed completely the. faint, epark of
hops which almont unconsciouey lhé Ws
cherished. "'Why yenut Because I could
not help it, 1 suppose. "

"Oh, Charlie, 1 arn a-rryt"-ga2zing
ruefully up ab bin.

"It is flot you fault, lear," lie Wad,
trying to speak steadily. Never before
had ah. seemed en aveet and lovable ne
now, with the. great bte swiniming in

i ber oyes for hie saire. III kmev, before
Ï told yen, that I had not a chance. It
is ail rigit. Don't cry, Dollie 1"

8h. resumed lier old position by the
dog au clse ler bande round hia
brovu nc. Did nothing ever go riglit

in this vorld? ah. wondered.
The elock struck twelve. The. guesta

streamed out of their rooms. The drag
daahed up. Dolle aud Charlie rose froin
their lowiy position on the lion's skin,
and, with every trace of sorrow carefully
hidden avay, joined the. party. They
were ail acon aettl.d on the drag and
driving off merriiy to Rainsforth.

It vas evening before the four bay
liorses trotted through the quiet littie
ns-port, which lay at the foot of a higli
elliff, the. top of which wae crowned with
the village church. Tliey passed throtigl
tVie atony straggling street, up the. steep
hill, down the. other side, aud then pulled
up before a loy, long cottage, haif cov-
ered with ivy.*

Sir Vivian's yacht lisd been brouglit te
Rainsfortli during the. niglit; no the neit
day they ail walked dovu in a body to
8ee lier.

"That la the. Seabird-the larger of the
two," aaid Sir Vivian to Lady Gladys,
who, vas standing by bis aide on the.
beecli, lier beautîful face softly radiant
with love and lieppiness.

"Whose je thi. other 1" ahe asked,
after duly admiring the trim and grâce-
fui vessiel.

"I do not know-some wanderer put
in for the night, I suppose."

It wae too colî to go on board, they
determiued ; so tue7 sauntered up the
village. By-and-bye, they came acrosa a
amali crowd, which had gathered round a
short red -haired man in blue serge, wbo
was n0 absorbed in admiration of the one
ahop-window whioh the. place boasted
that lie did flot even turn round as they
paerned, with littie boys slioutiug and hur-r
rahing in their train.

Lady Gladys was atrangely sulent al
the. way home ; aud lier face had a curi.
ous atrained look upon it which made
Sir Vivian seriously uueasy, thougli te
ail has questions ah. replied that ah, waa
quite well. When tliey reacbed the cot-
tage, lie book her Into thie library aud
made lier ait, down ou the sofa.

"Wha ia the. matter, Gladys ? Will
y ou Dot tell me, dearl" ho aaid teuderly,
krneeling down beside lier and taking lier
cold bauds in bie.

To hie surprise, ah. drew them avay
with a low moan of pain whih pierced
hie heart witli ita anguished toue. Sir
Vivian had a tender heart for ail suifer.
ingz lelpiess thinga, and could flot en-
dure the siglit of a vomnan lu sorrow.

"i have a headache," aho 8aîd, at st,
ini a low voice.

"Poor child !" h. returued gently, re-
lieved to find that it vas nothiDg verse.
"Lot me make you comfortable on thia
sofa."p

He placed some aoft, cuashionu at the.
head, removed her fura and bat with vo-
mauiygeutieness, made lier lie back ini the.
corner h. bad prepared for lier, and mois-
tended lier broya and temples vitb eaU
de Cologne.

"rry aud aIeep nov, dear," lie aid
tendon7y, covering lier vlth a acf t
ahawl.

lady Gladys rased lier beavy purple
eyelids and leoked at him for a moment
-à look vhicli haunted himx for yeanaafter-ucli a one as a condemned criminl
miglit giv. his feliow men crowding lu
th6u"ade te se him. die, ere. the drop

faiX. and hae 11f. is cut off-seo deep va a
the. d.spair aud sorrow lu the dark blue
eyes before hlm.

'tMy dariing, wbat can 1 do fur you V"
b. cried, paasiouately kissing lier white
lips.* "Wdl yen u9t tell me? Let me
stay vith yen at least."

-No; leave me 1" and Sir Vivisn
obeyed.

That very evening Captain North pro.
posed te Dolle, sud waa geutiy but fimi-
ly refuaed. They were standing together
in thoi wlndov, lookng over the. quiet ses.

'I- love you se, Dollie, " lie pleaded.
"Da> not decide too quickly !'

But DcIlie shooi lier liead. Hie band-
some, face dsrkened, aud he left lier
without anether word. Dallie vae sorry,
but net so grleved as ah. had been about
Charlie ; sud %ho. vas riglit. Oaptaiu
North weuld get over bis rej ection quick-
iy, sud fiud anether vc.nan vlio would
mû.e hlm a more suitable vif. than
Dellie could hav. , don.; but, aIl the.
cme, h. feit it very muci ais lie leaned
againat the. mantelpiece-an incarnation
of sulky, bandsome rnhood, and
tiiougiit of the. littie girl vlio had s0 fun-
accouutsbly stolen Into Ide beart. Âf ter
a littie vile, lie vent back to Dollie,
vlio still gazlug mieerably over the wa-
ters.

"Mine Dollie 1",
She turned round quick1r.
"Do b. frieuds witli me 1 'sehe pleaded,

glagcing wistfully up at hlm.
blat la wliat 1 vaine to aak you," ho

replied aoftly ; "and alto that you wili
keep the bracelet as a token of our
friendahir

Captalu North stooped aud kissed lier
hand.

6"I amn glad 1 bave knov yeu, dear;
it wiii make me a better man lu fu-
ture."

Before b, went te bed that nigh, lie
confided tii, neya of ie. refusai to Sir
Vivian, and announced hie intention of
leaving the. foliowing day ; sud, for the
firat tine, Sir Vivian heard the. atory of
Dollie's brave se' ion lu aaving Captain
North's 11f.
1Late that niglit, Sir Vivian lay avake

lu hie boid, thinking over the miistake
into wvbich bis jealousy aud impulsivenees
had led hlm. One thing bie vas deter-
mined upon, that, corne vhat miglit, lie
would break off bie engagement vith
Lady Gladys. Twice ahe liad bêtrayed
hlm ; once tlirougii covetousuese, sud nov
throuZh vauity ; but iu thia lie had
judged lier hardly, for lu hie iunost
heart h.e knev that ah. liad sinned be-
cause alie loved hlm.

'Il could net trust rny lionor lu bier
keeping ; she shall not have the. chance
of deceiving me &gain, " lie thought bit-
terly." I do not suppose Dollie viii epeak
te me again after rny brutal conduct te
lier about North. My littie sweetheart!1
Wlist shall 1 say te Lady Gladys to mor-
row ? What viii se do?7"

A vision of lier face, as b. had seen it
ou that moonliglit niglit on the terrace,
rose up before hlm ; again lie aaw the.
dark eyeé soft vith love, the hiappy
qtvig routh, and the. brouzed vavy

bai Jeih bad isin n0 trustingly on
lii breait. And nov lie vas going to
aliatter ail lier happineas, shame bier
with the. accusation cf lylng, sud tell bier
lu cold blood that lie wculd neyer have
lier as hae vif e.

Witli tus ]ast weary thouglit, b. f .11
asleep sud dnearned that Lady Gladya
vas kneeling for pardon at his feet, vith
streaming eyes sud clinging bande ; that
lie refused it, sud ah. had plunged s dag-
ger iuto lier lieart sud falien dead on the
grcund.

CHAPTER Viii.
TRE INO.

After luncheon the. next day, Sir Viv-
Ian sud Lady Gladys were left alous lu
the drawing-room ; the. ethers vere play-


