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any hope of better things ?’ If so, whatigto be
done? For many spiritual peraons within and
without the Charoh,thisis my experience, acqui-
esce confentedly in the present state of things;
even justify it; say, it is not a bad thing; or if
they do not go so far, allowing its misery and
ruin, they take the ground that it cannot be
helped; it is impossible to alter it ; reunion is
an idle dream ; and so they dismiss the subjeot.
The Church of England, lately speaking by the
Encyolical of her Bishops, piaces this matter
plainly before the eyes of all men. In so doing
she takes a place unique in Christendom, for
she alone calls for Reunion, and for Reanion, if
1 understand it aright, on the basis of organic
unity in diversity. The Church of Rome, as
governed by the Papacy, demands organic unity
without diversity. The sects assert diversity
without organic unity. The Church of England
maintains the trne Catholic position—organic
unity in diversity. By her Encyclioal she pro-
poses, if 80 it may be, that means may be found
for the reunion of Christians on the basis of
Holy Soripture, the two Creeds, the two Saora-
ments, and the Historic Episcopate. The His-
toric Epicocopate being the sign of the presence
of the Church, the bond of its progress and the
guarantee of its continuance. To keep trath be
fore the minds of men is to do & great thicg,
for truth is great and will prevai%. We may
therefore believe that the continued assertion of
the misery and loss of division, must canse
searching of heart, and inquiring of one an-
other and before the Lord, touching this thing,
Whether anything could be done to any pur-
pose by meetings between the leaders of the
various denominsations and of the Church, to
explain our position and to remove objections,
I must leave to those more qualified than I am
to say. One thing seems to me plain, Reunion
can never be forwarded, but hindered, by fel-
lowship with Nonconformity in its present
position. Interchange of pulpits, taking part
in their public worship, recoguising their ordi-
nations, would be, it seems to me, fatal to the
canse of unity; because it would be sanction-
ing their visible systems, which are rival and
opposed to the Church; it wounld be obscuring,
in the eyes of Nonconformists, the trath that it
is their visible systems which are a violation of
Christ's order—‘ One Bopy.' Is the one life
they and we bave in Him manifested in the
visible system they have set us ? Does any one
suppose that Nonconformity co-operates with
the Charch? Does Nonconformity co-operate
with itself ? Alas, too often, only when mov-
ing in ranks hostile to the Church. While we
cannot approach Nonconformity in this way,
we may approach Nonconformists; and should
do 8o in the most brotherly way. We must
think of them, and speak of them, and to them
&8 ‘dear brethren ; and the most fruitfal work,
it seems to me, is plainly to put the sabjeot be-
fore them in the light of the New Testament,
and ask them—‘ Will you pray every day
about it?” (2) The Church can do much, yea
most, here by prayer; by inviting and snggest-
ing prayer. Do not let us think this a small
thing, ourselves to pray and to get others {o
pray for this thing. Let us be hopeful. On
this subject of hope n dark days, let us listen
to the beautiful words of Liacordaira: ‘I often
think of the Catacombs. It is there I go when
my hope is wavering, and I need to recover all
the energy of my soul in order to bear the bur-
den of the unknown, I see those poor, those
workmen, those slaves, all that obscure people
hidden under the trinmphal Rome of Augustus
and Trajan. The universe weighed on their
consoience with a weight of forty centaries,

the Rome added to this pressure of the ages the.

bloodstained weight of her terrible domination.
And they, what had theyin point of visible
fact to oppose to the world asit then was, a
a8 it hag ever been? They had nothing bang
Man dead in Jud®a on & cross, and to His t
added their own unshrinking death. Afterl y
days spent in fasting and silence, there

brought one evening, amid the shadows of the
night and the gleam of torches, the martyred
remains of some of their number. They count-
ed the wounds, their eyes saw and their hands
touched the furrows that torture had torn in
those frail limbs which nothing had proteoted
against the might of the empire. Those who
gathered them up told in low tones of the far-
ious cries of the multitude against the martyrs,
and how with anwavering patience they died.
No tears fell on those sad relics. The primi-
tive Charch did not weep, she hoped ; and each
martyred body placed behind the sepulchral
slab was for ever an additional foundation for
the City of God, the basis of the future viotory,
and her appeal to the invisible justice, await-
ing the hour when it shonld become visible.
Thus passed 300 years, the most beautifal the
world has ever scen; for they were years of
unwavering hope which justified but uncon-
querable faith in the death of mar preceded by
the death 0 God." (Letires sur la Vie Chre-
tienne, pp. 3-5)

We have passed from the shadows of the
Catacombs into the light of day, and we have
under our eyes a sadder sight than the broken
limbs of Christ's body. Oar eyes may see, our
hands may touch the shattered body of Christ
itself, Bat let us bemen of hope. The early
Church hoped, and we, ohildren of the same
Chursh, must hope too. Hvery mind in which
we place the thought of unity, every heart in
which we kindle the desire for unity, every
soul in which we raise the prayer for unity.
every life in which we obtain the witness to
unity will be enlarging the foundations for the
City of God, will be widening the basis for the
coming viotory, will be, at all events, our re-
sponse to the will of the Lord for unity, and
our appesl to the invisible urity of the City of
God, hastening the day and awaiting the hour
when it shall boome visible.~From the Lichfield
Diocesan Magazine.

COMMISSIONED OFFIGERS.

The first Sunday after Faster brings before

us the same great subject which is taaght on
the third Sunday in Advent, viz, our Lord's
commission to His Apostles; but emphasized
by the accouns of the first great schism, i.e,
the robellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.
1t is indeed strange that any one should hear
the lessons for this Sunday, in conjunation with
the Gospel, without feeling at any rate a sas-
picion that the very prevalent Nonconform-
ity of the pres ent day may not be according to
¢ the mind of Christ,’ and that those ‘ministers’
who are not episcopally orda ined may after a I
though acting with the best intentions, bv
smong those who have not bsen ‘sent.’
More than twenty years ago a volume was
published of Lectures on Church Principles, one
of which was by the late Rev. Dr. Oldknow, on
‘ The Apostolical Sacoession.” That very able
man made some excellent remsarks on the sub-
ject of the Divine commission of the olergy.
He first points out how our Lord's words, * As
My Pather hath sent Me, even 8o send I you,’
imply that His own high commission involved
the power of sending others, and that as His
commission to the Apostles, was of the same
kind—~* even 8o'——He therefore was giving them
the power of similiarly commissioning othors
after them. And subsequently the lec'urer
shows that this commission makes ‘all the
difference’ between those who have it and those
who bave it not.

¢ Thoge, then,’ he says ‘ who have received
Christ's commission and authority at the hands
of a Bishop—and those only—can lawfully
preach and minister the sacraments. Others
may have better natural qualities for the worlg,
but if they have not been duly sent to do it

they have no right to do it. For the ability to

do a thing does not give one & right to do it.
For instance, a man may have the ability to
disoharge the duty of & magistrate, bat atill he
msay not undertake tho offlye withont the com.
mission of the Qaeen.
upon himself such an offlse, any act he might

And if he wore to take

s

perform in such a character, however jast and «
right in itself, would not posses the slightest -

legal weight.
had the Queen’s warrant for what he did
whether trunsmitted immediately from heraelf
or through her ministers it would not matter—
however ignorant and incompetent he might
be, provided his actions did not contravane the
law, would stand good and be recogaized by
supreme authority. The commission of the
Sovereign makes all the difference. A man
who bears that commission, however, unfit for
the dignity which it confers or unequal to the
duty which it prescribes, is her officer; whilst
one who bears it not, thongh in every way:
capable of both supporting its dignity and dis-
charging its dutios, can have no olaim to be
considered such, And in live manner & man

Bat the aotion of another who -

who has received the Iord’s commission,

though little qualified to fulfil it, or oven soting
anworthily of it, until he be deprived of it by
the same authority through which it wa3i given
is still His minister and oapable of aoting in
His nume for the advantiage of those who may
have recourse o him; whilst, on the contrary,
another, though endowed with every gaalifica-
tion for its officiont fulfilment, acting as though
he were really in possession of it, assumes &
charaoter to which he bas no lawful protention,
and the acts he performs are unauthorizyd and
sacrilogions. Ho may indecd act through,
ignorance, through the force of peculinr cir-
onmstances, through & geal for God and a
d sire to promote thoe everlasting welfure of his
fellow-creatures, and Almighty God-—whose
property it is to bring good out of evil—may
bless the miniatrations of such to men's spirit-
ual good, but this doos not render lawful their
nsurpation of an office to which thoy have
received no valied appointment, nor alter the
character of the acts which they accordingly
perform,’

No apology is needed for the length ot this
extract, It is doubtful whether the meanin
and force of the toerms ‘commissioned’ an
¢ authority’ could possibly b brought home to
the minds of ordirary people more plainly and
simple than by those words of Dr, Oldknow's.

And the lesson he thus enforces is one which
it is very necessary to bear well in mind while
we are anxiously siriving to promote any-
thing which may make for Home Rounion.
Longing a8 we do for that consummsation se
devoutly to be wiched, wo must nover forget
that there are principles which we have no
right to sacrifice, heing a8 they ure not of
man's invention, but of Divine ipstitution.—A.,
M. W, in Church Belis.

To Subscribers.

W= would deem it & favour if each Bubaori.
ber would examine the label on their paper,
and if in arrear remit us amount due, witA re-
newal for another year.

AvL SoBsos1PTIONS ARE PavaBux IN AD
VANCE at therate of $1.50 per asuum, thongh
to seoure prompt payment in advance we com-
menced two years or 80 ag. allowing a reb.te

of 60c. for payments strictly so made: that is

for subscriptions paid before the subscription
year commenced. We also hoped to have u
very large inoreaso in the number of subaerib-
ers; the paper at $1.00 per annum leng the
cheapest Church of England weekly in the Do-
minion, We find that many persist in misan-
derstanding the terms on which this rebate is

sllowed, and olaim it when six months snd evcn



