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Major Fitz-David opened the letter, and read
it through to himself. When he had done, he
threw it on the table with a gesture which was
almost a gesture of contempt.

“There is but one excuse for him,” be said.
¢“The man is mad.”

Those words told me all. I knew the worst ;
and, knowing it, I could read the letter. It ran
thus:—

“ MY BELOVED VALERTA,—

#When you read these lines, you read my
farewell words. I return to my solitary un-
friended life—~my life before I knew you,

“ My darling, you have been cruelly treated.
You have been entrapped into marrying a man
who has been publicly accused of poisoning his
first wife—and who has not been bhonourably and
completely acquitted of the charge, And you
know it!

«“Can you live on terms of mutual confidence
and mutual esteem with me, when I have com-
mitted this fraud,and when I stani towards you
in this position ? It was possible for you to live
with me bhappily, while you were in ignorance
of the truth. It is not rossible, now you know
all.

“No! the one atonement I can make iz—to
leave you. Your one chanee of future happiness
is to be disassoclated, at once and for ever, from
my dishonoured life, I love you, Valeria—truly,
devotedly, passionately. But the spcctre of the
polsoned woman rises between us. It makes no
difference that I am innocent e en of the
thought of harming my first wife. My innocen-
ce has not been proved. In this world, my in-
nocence can never be proved. You are young
and loving, and generous and hopeful, Bless
others, Valeria, with your rare attractions and
your delightful gifts. They are of no avail with
me. The polsoned woman stands between us, If
Yyou live with me now, you will see her as I see
her. 7 hat torture shall never be yours. I love
you. I leave you.

“Do you think me hard and cruel ? Wait a
little, and time will change that way of think.
ing. As the years go on, you will say to yourself,
¢ Basely as he deceived me, there was fome ge-
nerosity in him. He was man enough to release
me of his own free will.’

¢« Yes, Valeria, I fully, freely release you. If
it be possible to anual our marriage, let it be
done. Recover your liberty by any means that
you may be advised to employ; and be assured
beforchand of my entire and implieit submis-
sfon. My lawyers have the necessary iastrue-
tions on this subject.”” Your uncle- has only to
communicate with them, and I think he will be
satisfled of my resolution to do you Justice. The
oue interest that I have now left in life, is my
interest in your welfare and your happiness in
the time to come. Your welfare and your hap-
piness are no longer to be found in your uanion
with Me.

“I can write no more. This letter will wait
for you at the hotel. It will b useless to at-
tempt to trace me. I know my own weakness,
My heart is all yours: I might yleld to you if I
let you see me again. .

“ Show these lines to your uncle, and to any
friends whose opinions you may value. I have
only to sign my dishonoured name, and every-
one will understand, and applaud, my motive
for writing as I do. The name Justifies, amply
Justifies, the letter. Forgive me, and forget me.
Farewell,

¢ EUSTACE MACALLAN.”

In those words he took his leave of me. We
had been married—six days,

CHAPTER XIX.
THE WOMAN’S ANSWER,

Thus far I have written of myself with per-
fect frankness, and, I think, I may fairly add,
with some courage as well. My frankness fails
me, and my courage fails me, when I look back
to my husband’s farewell letter, and try to re-
call the storm of contending passions that it
roused in my mind. No! I cannot tell the
truth about myself, at that terrible time. Men !
consult your observation of women, and imagine
what I felt. Women! look into your own
hearls, and see what I felt, for yourselves.

‘What I did, when my mind was quiet again,
i8 an easler matter to deal with. I answered
my husband’s letter. My reply to him shall
appear in these pages. It will show, in some
degree, what effect (of the lasting sort) 1 is de-
sertion of me produced on my mind. It will
also reveal the motives that sustained me in
the new and strange life which my next chap-
ters must describe.

I was removed from the hotel in the care of
my fatherly old friend Benjamin. A bedroom
was prepared for me in his little villa. Therel
passed the first night of my separation from my
husband. Towards the morning my weary
brain got some rest— [ slept. ’

At breakfast-time Major Fitz-David called to
enquire about me. He had kindly volunteered
to go and speak for me to my husband'’s lawyers
on the preceding day. They admitted that they
knew where Eustace had gone, but they declar-
€d at the same time that they were pusitively
forbidden to communicate his address to any
one. In other respects their « {nstructions * in
relation to the wife of their client were, as they
were pleased to express it, «“generous toa fault.”
I had only to write to them and they would
furnish me with a copy by rcturn of ] O8t.

This was the Major's news. He refrained,
with the tact that distinguished bim, from put-
ting any qurstion to me beyond questions relat-
ing to the state of my health. Th(se answered,
he took his leave of me for that day, He and
Beujamin had a long talk togetber afterwards,
in the garden of the villa.

I retired to my room and wrote o my uncle
Starkweather, telling him exactly what had
happened, and enclosing him a copy of my hus-
band’s letter, This done I went out for a Hitle
while 1o breathe the fresh air, and to think. I

¢

Wwas soon weary, and went back again to my
room to rest. My kind old Benjamin left me
at perfect liberty to be alone as long as I pl d

Amusement.

Towards the afternoon I began to feel a little
more like my old self again, I mean, by this,
that I could think of Evstace without bursting
out crying, and could speak to Benjam!n without
distressing and frightening the poor old man.

That night I had a little more sleep. The
next morning I was strong enough to confront
the first and foremost duty that I now owed to
myself—the duaty of answering my husband’s
letter.

I wrote to him in these words ;: —

I am still too weak and weary, Euslace, to
write to you at any length. But my mind is
clear. I have formed my own opinion of you
and your letter, and I know what I mean to do
now you have left me. Some women, in my
situation, might think that you had forfeited
all right to their confidence, 1 don’t think that.
So I write and tell you what is in my miad, in
the plainest and fewest words that I can use,

“You say you love me—and you leave me. I
don’t understand loving a woman and leaving
her. For my part, in spite of the hard things
you have said and written to me, and in spite
of the eruel manner in which you have left me,
I love you—and I wou’t give yonup. No! As
long as 1 live I mean to live your wife,

¢- Dues this surprise you? It surprises me. If
another woman wrote in this manner to a man
who bad behaved to her as you have behaved,
I sbould be quite at u loss to aceount for her
conduct. I am quite at a loss 10 account for my
oyn conduct. 1 ought 1o hate you, and yet I
can’t help joving you. Iam ashamed of my-
self—but so it is.

“You need feel no fear of my attempting to
find out where you are, and of my trying to
persuade you to return to me. [ am not quite
foolish enough to do that. You are not in a fit
state of mind to return to me. You are ali
wrong, ali over, from head to foot. When you
get rigut again, I am vain enough to think that
you will return to me of your own accord.
And shall I be weak enough to forgive you?
Yes—1 shall certainly be weak onough to for-
give you.

“ But how are you u get right again ?

“I have puzzled 1a brains over this question
by nikht and by day, and my opinion is that
you will never be right again, unless I help you,

“ How am I to help you?

“That question is easily answered. What
the Law has failed to do for you, your Wife
must do for you. Do you remember what 1
sald when we were together in the back-room
at Major Fitz-David’s house ? I told you thay the
first thought thatcameto me, when [ hear : what
the Scoteh jury had done, was the thought of
setting their vile Verdict right. Well, your
letter bas fixed this idea more firmly in my
mind than ever. The only chance that I can
see of winning you back to me Is to change that
underhand Scoteh Verdict of Not Proven into
an honest English verdict of Not Guilty.

¢ Are you surprised at the knowledge of the
law which this way of wiiting betrays in an
ignorant woman? I have been learning, my
dear; the Law and the Lady have begun by
understanding one anotber. In plain English,
I have looked into Ogllvie’s ¢ Imperial Diction-
ary,’ and Ogilvie tells me: ¢« A verdict of Not
Proven only indicates that, in the opinion of
the jury, there is a deficlency In the evidence
to convict the prisoner. A verdict of Not Guilty
imports the jury’s opinion that the prisoner is
1nnocent.'—Eustace, that shall be the opinion
of the worid in general, and of the Scottish jury
in particular, in your case. To that one object
I dedicate my life to come, if God spares me!

“Who will help me, when I need help, is
more than I yet know. There was a time when
I had hoped that we should £0 band in hand to-
gether in doing this good work. That hope is

at an end. I no longer expect you, or ask you, |

to help me. A man who thinks as you think,
can give no help to anybody—it is & miserable
condition to have no hope. Sobeit! I will
hope for two, and will work for two, and I shall
find sgome one to help me, never fear, if I de-
serve fit.

“ T will say nothing about my plans; I have
not read the Triai yet. {tis quite enough for
me that I know you are innocent. When a man
i8 innocent there must be a way of proving it;
the one thing needfal is to find the way. Sooner
or later, with or without assistance, I sball find
it. Yes; before I know any single particuiar
of the Case I tell you positively—I shall find it !

“You may laugh over this blind confidence
on my part, or you may cry over it. I don’t
pretend to know whether I am an object for
ridieule or an object for pity. Of vne thing only
ITam certain—I me.n to win you back, & man
vindicated before the world, without a stain on
bis character or his name—thanks to his wife.

“ Write to me sometimes, Eustace, and be-
lieve me, through all the bitterness of this bit-
ter business, your faithfui and loving

* VALERIA,”

There was my reply, Poor enough as a com-
position—I1 could write a much better letter
now—it had, if I may presume to say so, une
merit: it was the honest expression of what I
really meant and felt.

I read 1t to Benjamin. He be.d up bis hands
Wwith his customary gesture when he was thor-
oughly bewildered and dismayed. «It seems
the rashest letter that ever was written,” said
the dear old man. «I never heard, Valeria, of
4 woman doing what you propnse to do. - Lord
help us! the new generation is beyond iy
fatboming., 1 wish your uncle Starkweather
was here. I wonder what he would suy? Oh,
dear me, whut a letter from a wife 10 a hus-
band! Do you really mean to send it to bim?»

I added, immeasurably to my old friend’s
surprige, by not even employing the post-office,
I wished 10 see the « Instruciions” which my
husband had left behind bhim. So I took the
letter to the lawyers myself,

(Z1'0 be conlinued.)

-J. H. R. MOLSON, Esq., (J. H.

THEATRE ROYAL

THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY,

November 261th, 27th & 28th.
JOHN JACK & ANNIE FIRMIN.

MONDAY, TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY,
November 30th, & December 1st & 2nd,
DELEHANTY & HENGLER,

Authors, Composers & Vocalists,
HEADS OF THE MINSTREL PROFESSION.

NOTICE.—Seats can besecured at Prince’s Music Store.
10-20-26.-

L\ BANOUE JACOUES CARTIE

NOTICE

Is hereby given that the ANNUAL GENERAL MEET-
ING of the Shareholders of LA BANQUE JACQUES
CARTIER will be held at the Bank on THURSDAY
THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF DECEMBER NEXT,
at THREE o'clock P. M.

By order of the Board,

'H. COTTE.
Cashier.

Montreal, 17th November, 1874. 10-22-3-46.

THE

BURLAND-DESBARATS
Lithographic, Printing & Publishing

COMPANY

wish to direct public attention to the unequalled facilities
they posseas in the ARTISTIC, TYPOGRAPHICAL,
and PRINTING Departments of their Works, for the
production of every kind of

JOB PRINTING.

They employ a large staff of Artists, Engll:aven, Trans-
ferers, Type Betters, Lithographic and ype Printers,
besides many assist ; numbering in all over !

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY.

The Establishment is one of the largest in America
and perhaps the most complete, containing :

Seven Stearn Lithographic Presses.

Twenty-five Hand Lithographic Presses.

Three large Cylinder Steam Presses.

Four Gordon and other Type Job Presses.

Three Ladel Owtting: Machines.

One Heavy Guillotine Paper Cwiter.

£ Powertul Hydrasulic Press.

Stone Grinding Machines; Ink Mills.

ol complete Stereotyping Mpparatus.

The moet modern and perfect Electrotyping
Apparatus, covered by several Patents.

NITALISHED 1848,

McIVER & CO.,
First Prize Furriers,

New Warerocoms:
91 ST. JAMES STRERBET,

Third Door East Place d' Armes,
10-22-6-48- MONTREAL.

IMPERIAL
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY,

OF LONDON, Established 1803.
Capital and Reserved Fund, £2,020,000.

FENERAL JGENTS FOR [CANADA :
RINTOUL BROS.,
No. 24 St. Sacrament Street, Montreal.

CHAS. D. HANSON, Inspector.

- ol $=d Phetographtc Equip-
ment, tncluding the Patent Camera, which &ives
porfect views of Bulldings, &c., bestdes the Anest
Set of Lenses and Cameras for copying pure
poses in 'Mmerica.

s immense stock of JAthographic Stones of
«ll sises, over 60,000 Ibs. swelght.

Ml large steck or Papers, Cards, kc., of
roery gualily and description, and every kind of

Tool, Implement and Material wsed in the
Business,

‘With these appliances, and the skilled labour and com-

tent direction it commands, THE BURLAND-DES-
%QARATS COMPANY is prepared to execute every
class of printing required by

BANKS; as: Cheques, Drafts, Bills of Exchange.

COMPANIES ; as: Policies, Bonds, Debentures.

MERCHANTS ; as: Price Lists, Bill Heads, Letter
Heads, Business and Show Cards.

BREWERS AND DRUGGISTS; as: Boer Labels,
Drug and Perfume Labels, &c.

LAWYERS AND NOTARIES; as: Factums, and
Forms of all kinds. .

PRINTERS ; as: Stereotype and Electrotype Plates,
Engravings, Maps, Music, &c., &o., &c.

ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS; as: Plans, Dia-
grams, Details, Views, &c.

NOTICE

Is Hereby Given that a Dividend of

FOUR PER CENT. (4 PER CENT.

ON THE PAID.UP CAPITAL
OF THE

JACQUES-CARTIER BANK,

has been declared for the current six months,
and will bé payable at the Banking House, Place
d’Armes, on and after the 1st DECEMBER next.
The Transfer Books will be closed from the
16th to the 30th November inclusively.
By order of the Board,
H. COTTE,

Cashier.
10-21-2-42.

LIFE ASSOCIATION
OF SCOTLAND.

29th October.

THIRTY - SIXTH YEAR.

DIVISION OF PROFITS.

The List of Policies for 1874, in Class B, will be made
up on 5th December next, and all persons entering before
that date will be entitled to a full year's Bonus more
than later Entrants. .

HEAD OFFICE FOR CANADA:
MONTREAL—99 8t. James Street.

Directors :

DAVID TORRANCE, Esq., (D. Torrance & Co.)
GEO. MOFFATT, Esaq., (Gillespie, Moffatt & Co.)
PETER REDPATH, Esq., (J. Redpath & Son.)
I?.BMolaon & Bros.)
J. G. MACKENZIE, Esq., (J. G. MacKenzie & Co )

MEDICAL OFFICER—R. Palmer HOWARD, Esq., M. D.

Every information on the subject of Life Assur-
ance, either for Whole of Life, for Short Periods, or
Endowments, can be obtained at any of the Agencies
throughout the Dominion, or from the Seoretary at

Hontreat  RICHARD BULL,
DOMINION TELEGRAPH

INSTITUTE

Was re-opened for the Winter on 12th inst. with Day and
Night Classes. Ladies and Gentlemen wishing to qualify
themselves as Telegraph Ogemtora will please appl
personally or by letter, to 75 8t. James Street, Montrea.
In consequence of so many New Lines of Railway
being opened there will be a-darge demand for rators
in the 8pring. 10 21-8-34.

Facsimiles of old Books, Manuscript, Engravings,
Maps, Plans, &c., produced at the shortest notice.

Chromos in he @est Style of At

‘Weinvite orders from all parts ofthe Dominion,and are
even prepared to send our producets to the United States.
All who favor us will acknowledge that we surpass all
competitors in

Elegance of Workmanship ;
Moderation in Prices;
Promptness in Execution.
THE BURLAND-DESBARATS COMPANY,
115 8t. Franoois Xavier 8t., and 311 to 319 8t. Antoine 8t.

MONTREAL.

SCOTTISH IMPERIAL

INSURANCE COMPANY.
CAPITAL, - - - £1,000,000.

HEAD OFFICE FOR THE DOMINION :
No. 9 8t. SBacrament Street, Montreal.
H. J.JOHNSTON, General Agent.
I8AAC C. GILMOUR, Agent, Toronto.

MCKRNZIE & OSBORNE, Agents, Hamilton,
10-21-52-41.

W. 8. WALKER,

Importer of D ds, Fine Watches and Jewellery,
English and French Clocks, Siiver and Silver Plated
Ware, Jet Goods, &o., &o.,

No. 321 NOTRE DAME STREET, i
( Opposite the Seminary Clock), MONTREAL.

‘Watohes, Clocks, Musical Boxesand J ewellery Cleaned
and Repaired. 10-21-6-40

PP IR,
JOSEPH GILLOTTS
STEBEL PENS.

Sold by all Dealers throughout the World,

10-14-9-14,

A WEEK to Male and Female Agents in
their locality, Costs NOTHING to try it.
Partioculars i“REE, P. 0. VICKERY & C0.,
Augusta, Maine. 10-21-52-36.

HOW TO MAKE MONEY IN WALL
Street safely with $10 or more. Proﬁt‘ large.
UMBLE & CO, 52 Broadway, N. Y.

Pamphlet mailed.
X 4905, 10-16-13-16.

P. O. Bo.



