
MARY, QUELN OF SCOTS.

was inarried to the handannie but
shallow Darnley, and rithiti a year,
ber confidential servant was struek
dead in her presence by her rude lords
and low-minded husband. Early in
the next, she heard the crash of the
"1Kirk of Fleld.Y Two mnmtha after
that, B3othwell, accoxapanied by four
tbousand gentlemen, went to his trial,
was acquitted, rand, seven da3's after,
possessed a written document, signed
by the chief nobîlity of the realm, re-
comnaendîng hlm as a proper husband
for bis Qucen, and pledging their liveB
and fortunes to uphold him as sucb.
Ia the following two xnonths, she -wus
taken by force, compelled to marry,
headed an army, coacludcd an agree-
ment witb the rebel lords, whar now
blamed the marriage they hadl advised,
and bade adieu to the brave but un-
principled Hlepburn. Lochi Leven Cas-
tie held ber for nearly a ycar. Twelve
days saw her roniantie escape, ber ap-
pearance at the bead of an armny, and
ber hurried fiigbt into England, being
yet barely tweaty-six. She bad lived
ia stirriag times, nnd tbere wvas no
'ironder that a nineteen years' irùpri-
soaiment wias irksome to ber, or that
she should co-antenance even wild
sehenies for her emancipation.

Elizabeth's treatment of ber cousin
bas bad but few defenders. Their
rivalry began 'wben the death of Mary
of England left the throne vacant. The
King of France badl then caused the
young Dauphiness to assume the avais,
as well as the titie of Quean of Eng-
]and. This was a direct challenge of
the legitimacy of Elizabeth, nnd ws
never foirgottea, although Mary made
overtures of friendship after landing in
Scotland. The iafluence of Euglaxrd
was directed to harassing Mary; so we
find plots and couater-plot-s at the Scot-
tish Court, secretly directed by Cecil,
and carried on by Murray and Lething-
ton. There la no doubt that this policy
added to the stability of Elizabeth's
tbroae; but to hold Mary .accountable
for a murder planned by lords ln the
Eaglish interest, is certaialy unfair.
Many of the rebellions and troubles in
Scotland 'vere plaaaed, though flot
couateaanced, at the English Court.
Feniane envy, too, haci belped to
embitter the rivalry. Elizabeth bad

long trled to believe hiersoîf as beau.*
tiful as courtier declared and poetstung;
but slîe could not hclp knowing, tlîat
sire was but a very plain wvoîxmu,
anxd tlhat Mary's beauty wss such as
m'ade moea enthusiasts in ber cause.
Women arecfnot apt to forget or for-
give one whose beauty elipses theirs,
and-
In this, at least, Elizabethi
To %vomankiad was trace-
For iwho would ever beaâ to her,
Whea Mary wias la vlew 2
Ifary, tlhe bright and p eerless moon,
Thnt sbiaes aloft in heaven-
'Elizabeth, the envious cloud,
That o'er its dise is drivea.
What mattered it that flattering kaves,
Proclaimed ber Beauty's Qiteen;
And swore in verse and fulsomne rhymc,
That neyer since the birth of time,
WVas sncb au angel seen;
Each niora and eve, ber 'ixrror gave
Their wvretched words the lie;
And tho' slîe fain would nave believed,
She could not shut ber eye.

Several French writers have lately
turned their attention te the sean-
ning of Mary's history, as far as it ie;
ln comnection with the sehemes of
the aspiring Guise family; but have
made but little real progress, though

bold assertion, and cunaing innuendo,
bave heen used for ber disparage-
ment. Mary wias, of course,, of ne
saRl interest to that family, on ac-
count of her position -with respect
to France la the first place, and after-
wards te Scotland and England. That
tbey sbould have tried te use lier
ack-nowledg-ed beauty rand fascinations
to extend theh- influence over Sp4iin
as well, seema a niatter not te be won-
dered nt. The treatment sire mret
with in the latter part of ber life, is
a stain pretty equally shared by tire
tbree aatioas witb iwbich she was
connected. AIU the slurs that mas'
be cast upon ber memory eau neyer
justify such treataient. Wben ber
cbs.racter is fairly coaipared with ber
cotemporaries, feu', indeed, will ap-
pear as spotiess as sbe; and the
generality of those who, may interest
theniselves lu studyiag tire history of
ber times, ill give as their verdict
upon the life of this brilliant woman,
but hapless Queen-"' More sianed
agalnst than cinuing."1


