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$etectedt Aeti¥es,
THR POSTMAN'H RING.

BY MR& A DT WHIINNY

Of ali tho pivables, dn. by aday,
Piat thrii: the heary of B Weof mae.
Malkdnyg strange und boautiint sy
Of gracions sesasl i conoech oy
Ahy vory bightest and deare st thing
Ja dhto round i thic hou o ef Ehe postie o’ vine

it tolls u story, Though deap ared far
BStretch tho nant and tho wi-h of mu
Hid ip the hud of an infnite play,
Al Blessod aned suro prosidings arc
Qod's tovo rings the Lell wt thae door
Mias the postan stands aud walt bofore

Yor He hnew when He mede ab--onrth and ~ew
Tho workd 30 wide, end his child so s all
donetbing nitst reneh coroa4 it alt

From heart to hieart that wonld Wnteuinyg he

And eo from the it b6 Lad asey
Soad of purposo that fruats tosd.ay

And beewneo no sorvice of man to uan
o thought or mothiod that matehes need
With ontward emadblen ean kalfway redad
Tho dopth divinoe of the heavonly plan,
Almost the dearest and hopotullest thing
In tho livelong day, 18 the postmun « ring

16 minds me * 111 o suro & hiand,
o glad n sutamare, may tell and send
Oyr earthly tidings {rom friond w friend,
e {There cannat bo less w1 tho Perfect Lt
Bounl-messagos may not be stayed or cro-sed
0wt of God’s mails no lottor & lostt

Dear heart! that dwollost I know not whore,
S0 nenre~co distant—I juay not sco,
While I sit below with thoughta of thoe
Is somo such usngo of gladness thore *
o thoe angels cono to the deor and any:
“ Wo hinvo brought thee n word from hsrtaday ®°
~Seribner's for July,

PINCHBECK.

Nof many years ago no readly refined
gentlewoman would have worn pmchbeck
False jowelry nud imitation lace were
touchstones with the sex, and the wo-
man who would not condescend to either
was assumed, perhaps not quite with.
ouat reason, to have lost someining more
than the mere perception of technical
taste. This feeling ran through the
whole of society, aud pinchbeek was at
once considered despicable and disrepu-
table. The successful speeuiator, sprang
from nothing, who had made his fortnne
daring the war, might buy land, build
himself a mansion, and set up a magni-
ficent establishment, but he was never
looked on as more than a luchy adven-
turer by the aboriginal gentry of the
place, as the blue bloed, perhaps now-
ishing itself on their beer, turned up its
nose disdainfully at the cluret and ma-
diern which hand been personally enrned
and not lineally inherited.  ‘This exelu-

siveness was narrow in spirit and hard |

in individual working; and yet there
was o wholesome sentiment underlying
ity pride which made it valuable in so-
cinl ethies, if 1mmoral on the score of
natural cquadity and hunan charity. It
was the rejection of pretentiousness,
however gilded and ghttering in favor
of reality, however poor and barren ; it
was the condemnation of make-believes
~—the repudintion of pinchbeck., It is
not a generation sinee this was the nor-
mal attitude of society towards its nou-
wean riches and Brummagem jewelry ;
but time moves fast in these later days,
and national sentiments change as
quickly as national fashions.

We are in the humor to rchabilitate
all things, and pinchbeck has now its
turn with the rest. The lady of slender

means, who would refuse to wear imita- |

tion lnce and false jowelry, is as rare ns
the country society which would exclude
the nourean riche becauso of his newness.
and not adopt him beeaunge of his riches,
The wholo anxiely now is, not what a
thing is, but how 1t looks : not its qual-
ity, but its appearance,  Every part of
social and domestic life is dedieated to
the apotheosis of pinchbeek.

1t mects us at the hall door where
miserable make-believes of stuccoed pil-
Iars are supposed to confer a quasi-pa-
Intigl dignity on a wretched little villa
ran up without regard to one cssentinl
of home comfort or of architectural
worth. It goes with us into a cold,
oonventional drawing-room, where all
i for show, nothing for use; where no
one lives, and which ix just the mere
pretence of o drawing-room, set out to
deceive the world into the belief that its
cheap finery is the expression of the
eyery day life and ciremmstances of the
family. It sits with us at the table
which a confectioner out of a back
skreet has furnished, and where every-
thing down to the very {lowers is hired
for the occasion.
beoochex rnd bracelets of the womet,
and the studs and signet rings of the
men ; it is in the hired bronghama. the
hired waiters, the pigmy prze-boys, the
faded paper flowers, the cheap chan:
pague and the expectation of socinl con-
sideration, that mects us at every turn,
Tho whole of the lower section of the
middle classes is penetrated through and
through with the worship of pinchbeck,
and for one family that helds itself in
the honor and simplicity of truth, fen
thousand lie to the world and to them-
selves in fripy :ry nnd pretence.

The greatost sinners in this arc wo-
men, Men aro often ostentatious, often
extravagant and not unfrequently dis-
honest in that broad way of dishonesly
which is ocalled living beyond their

Meane-——sorastimes making up the defi-

¢it in practicos which end in the dock

|
bor the old Bumley ; but, as o rule, they

go in for the veal thing in delails, and
their pinchbeck it at the core, vather’

: than on the surfuce.

i

stlves up to nwmore general pretentions-
ness, and, provided they ean mako a
~how, cave very Jitthe about the meaus,
Vocality, dvess, their visitme list ad
domestic appearanees, arve the four
things which they demand shall be in
accord with their neighbors; and for
the four surfaces they will rmaenfice the
vhole internal fabrie,  They will have
a showy loohing hou-e, encrnsted with
buse ornamentstion and false grandeny,
though it lets in wind, rain, and sonnd

Wormen, on the coutrary give tham.,

duchiesy, but the doctor’s wife oyer the 1
“way, nnd the lawyer's lady next door, |
and the young ladios everywhere, who
all try to apponr women of rank aud
fortune, nud who are ashnmed of noth-

simplicity. ITence the yage for cheap

THRER SERMONS A WEEK T'OR f

TWENTY-FIVE SHILLINGS.

A curious correspondence has comein- |

which woe can vouch, It consists of o

P m——

glowing description of the evil that swe.
vounds us; and, thirdly, the reward of
‘work'—the wages paid.”  Later on,
again, we get this:—-¢¢ Dear siv,— Wil
you send me the second sermon of thiy

iz nsmwh oa of industry, trath and | to owr possession, for the mitlu.\nticityofl cottrse, from these words—And yot

there is room?' My idea of the pas-

finery in the kitchen, just a tiifle more ! sories of letters whien passed between a | snge runs something after the following

ugly and debased than that worn in the * person who made it his teade to writo . - First, introduction,
" seymons anda Chuareh of England elergy-

diawing-10om ; henee the miscrable pre-
tentionsness, awd pinehbeek fine-laly-
ism, filtering like poison though every
pore of onr society, to result God only ;
kuows in what grave moral eataclysi,
unles> woman of wind and edneation !
will come to the front and endeavor to
stay the plague alveady begun,

Chains and brooches may seem but

watt, who wade it his business to prewch
them in a chureh some forty or ity -
miles from Liverpool.  “Phe sermon |
writer would appear to have been an

obseuve newspaper reporter ot of work. |
The clergyman, who ewrried on the cor- |
respondence under a feigned mume, and |
had his lotters and MS88. addressed |

Bring in forcibly
and elearly the reasou and ocension of
the words,  PFiest diviston, the goxpel
provision in the Churels of Christ, with
a bold and sriking wlwuce at the num.
ber of believers of every ea<t and char-
acter who have been wlhmitted into its
pate.  The eburch on earth compared
to a railway train, puassengers of all
ages, &e. A\ vessel plaving on  the

small matetial
morn} effeets, but they are symbale;

almost ax if it were made of mad or
cenvas, rather than # plain and sub-

ansea fur jmportant

stantinl dwelling place, with comfort
instend of stueco, and moderately thick
aallv instead of porches and pilasters,

U Mot of their time is necessarily passed |

ot T, bt they undergo all manner
Pof honse diseomfort resulting fron this
preference of cheap finery over solid
structure, vather than forego their “‘gen-
teel Tocality” avd stereotyped ornamen.
"tations. A family of daughters on the
one ~tde, Ailigent over the «Battle of
Prague; n nursery full of erying babics
on the other—more battles of Prague
| oppo=ite, diversitied by a future Lind
| practising her scales unweariedly ; wa-
Iter-pipes hursting in the frost, walls
streaming m the thaw, the luwer otfices
reeking end green with damp, and tho
upper rooms to insecure for unrestricted
movement—all these, and more miseries
of the same kind, she williugly encoun.
| ters rather than shift into a loeality re-
Intively nnfashionable to her sphere, but
where she could have substantiality and
comfort for the same yent that she pays
{ now for flash and pinchbeck,

In dress it is the same thing.,  She
must lonk like her neighbors, no matter
whether they can spend pounds to her
shiflings, aud run up a milliner s bill
beyond what «<he can aflord for the
whole family living.  If they ean buy
gold, she can manage pinchbeck : glass
"that looks like jet, fike filnaree work,

like anything else she faneies, is every

bit as good to her oy the veal thing: and
Lif she cannot compaas Valenciennes and
"\Ioch]in, she ean go to Nottingham and
"bny muchine-made imitations that wili
nake quite o< fine n show,  How pony
soever she may be, she must hang her-
self abont with ernaments made
pairted wood, glass, or vuleanite ; she
| must break eut into spangles and heads,
and chains and benoitons, which are
cheap luxuries, and, ns she thinks, effec-
tive.  Flimsy silks make as vich o rus-
I tle to her ear as the statcliest broeade,
add cotton velvets delights the soul that
cannot aspire to Genoa.  The love of
pinchbeek ix so deeply ingrained i hier
that cven if, in & momentary fit of alier-
ration into good taste, she condescends
to o simple material about which there
can he neither disguise or pretence, she
must lond it with that detestable cheap
finery of hers, till she makes herself as
vulgar in o muslin as she was in a cot-
ton velvet.

Another bit of pinchbeck is the visit-
ing list—the cards of invitation stuck
aguinst the drawing-room glass, with
the grandest numes and Jargest fortunes
put forward, irrespective of dates and
tenses. The chance contact with the
people represented may be quite out of
l the ordimary cirenmstances of life, but
their names are paraded as if an aeci-
s dent, which has happened onee und

daily order of events. They are brought
to the front to wmake others believe that
the whole social thickness is of the
same quality ; that gencrals and admi-
rals and sirs and ladies ave the common
clements of the social circle in which
the fumily habituadly mnoves ; that pinch-
beck is good gol 1, and that stucco means
marble.

Lt o housge with its couple of fenuale

servants, where formal visitors are very

rave, and invitations, save by friendly
. words of mouth, rarer still, you may sce
n cracked china bowl or cheap mock
patera on the hall table to receive the
cards whieh ave assumed to come in the
thick showers usual with high people
who have hall yorters, and a thonsand
names ot more on their books. The
l pile gets horribly dusty, to be sure, and
! the upper layer turns by degrees from
cream color to brown ; but antiquity is
not held to weaken the force of grandeur.
The titled card left on a chance ocea-
| sion more than a year ago still keeps

it glitters in the ;| the uppermost place —still represents a

| perpetual renewal of aristocratic visits
1:mrl an uunbrvoken succession of social

trinmphs ; yeollowed and soiled, it is
' noue the less the trump-card of the list ;

and while the outside world laughs and
! ridicules, tho lady at home thinks that
'no one aces through this puerilo pre-
t tence, and that the visiting list is ac-
“cepted according to the status of the
| fugleman at the head.

In all this gaudy attempt at show,
this restless dissatisfaction with what
, they are, and ceascless endeavor to ap-
' pear something they are not, our mid-
dle cluss ladies are doing themselves
and society infinite mischief. They sct
the tone to the world below them, and
the small trades-people, and the ser-
vants, when they copy the vices of their
superiors, do not imitate her grace the

J the sabstitution

of !

1

and, 4> symbols, of decp national valie

No good will Le done till we get back
some of our fine old Lorror of pinchbeck,
and once more isist on truth as the
foundation of our uational life, Eduea
tion and vefinement will be of no avaii
(it they do not lwd as here, and the
| progress of the mits and sociely must |
not be brought to iacan chielly the
) travesty of civilized Iadies into the sem- i
blanee of savages. by the cheap imita-
tion of costly substances,

Women are always rushing about the
world, cager after evorything but their ]
I home business. Here 1s someothing for
them to do-—the regeneration of society i
by means of their vwn cnergies; the |
bringing people back to the dignity of |
truth and the beanty of simplicity ; and |
of that sclf-respect |
which is content to appear what it is, |
for the feeble pride which reveals s
pinelibeek beeause it crnnot get gold, !
and which endeavors o Lard to hide ity
real estate and to pas for what it is not
and never couwld be. — /2 echanye.

ON EDUCATION BY NUNS.

 The Peterbovough Fswminer gives a
report of alecturr on ldueation by
Nuns, and the gailt and folly of those
Protestants who hand over thew child-,
ren to such an influence,  What did |
Protestants suppose was the object of
Rome in multiplying thoc conventual!
establishments for the education of thew
danghter<?  Was it its aniety for the
spread of edueation?  Liet the whole
history of Rome—let the condition of )
stich o country as Spain, throughly
Romish, answer the question.  Rome 1s
wise. Rome acts through the most,
wonderfal organisation the world has
ever witnessed.  Dolitical as well as re- |
ligious——in fact, more pohitienl than
religions~ lier flrst object is power,
domimuey.  She has found, from bitter
experience, that, in fair and open dis-
cussion, she mets  with erushing defeat,
Luther, Knox, Calvin, Crammer. have
tanght a lesson that she is wise enongh
to profit by. She has changed her
tacties. She attempts to do, by ser- |
pent-like eraft and stealth, what she
could not do ir these days by fair dis-
cussion or eritel presccution 1 and of ull
the weapons she atses most sestulonsly |
and with most snecess, npon none does
she place meore value than npon that
which enables her to throw around the
danghters of Protestants an intluence
as deadly as it i fascinating.  When a
Protestant father or mother, with culp.
able simplicity, places his danghter i
the hands of these Indies, and expresses .
his Lope that no attempts will be maule
to influence her in religions matters, he
meets with fuscinating smiles and earn- |

may uever oceur again, were in the!

est protestations.  Poor silly Lrotes. |

tants, how often ave you the subject of

Popish merriment! Do yon know

that Rome holds that you have no reli.

gion ?  Their theologians hare styled your
religian simply o neaative, or nothineg * and

i T ean the polite priest w smiling noun
interfere with nathing’  Alas, Protest-

ants, you are doing your best to build

up that system that your forefathers
spent blood and treasure to assail amd

pull down! Do you think that a

female who continually kneels at the;

feet of an unmarried man, pouring out
her thoughts, her desires, the whole of
her eonscious being, cun be as pure as
one who knecls only nt the feet of Jesus;

i Do you suppose that women doomed to
perpetual celibacy, ent oftf by a dreadful
vow from all participation in the ordin-
ary duties of wife and mother, ave best
fitted to teach and intluence yowr dau-
uhter, whom vou hope to take her part

lin dife's battle ?  Deluded and faithless

| Protestant fathers and mothers!  How .

| many have had to enrse the day that

" witnessed their eredulity and their sin !

{ Your daughters are surrounded by those

' whoso caseless object and highest aubi-

" tion is to undermine and to destroy your
daunghters’ faith, and to bring them
Uwithin the embrace of Rome. When .
will Protestants awake to a sense of .
their folly ? Romne is active at the polls,
in the parlinments, and in the couneils
of the nation. She cver presents an
unbroken front, whilst you Protestants
“ play into her hands and to her power.”

’ l—’—'['/u' Ballyshawwnon flevald, .

|

1ask yousoleranly, in God sumne, not |
‘ tolet the sungodown to-day tillyouhave |
spoken toonemun or women aloneabout |
his or her soul. Will you not do that ?
Is it too little foryou? Then I mustbe
plainwith you, and suy yonare not worthy
to do it,—Spuryron.

| mon ;" but that f the clergyiman * s

under covey to his grocer, was 2 mueh
*esteemed rvector~~none of vour wild,
young curates, but a reputable middle-
nved parochinlpersonage, with alivingof
his own to snbsist on.  The ball seems
tohave been opencd by the sermon

" writer with an adverticement in a Man- |

chester paper,  addressed ¢ To cleray. |
min,” and offering *¢ orizinal sermons' |
on terms to be ascertained of the aldver-
tiser. To this the clrreyman replies,
asking what the terms ave, and infima-
ting that, as he is not blessed with a
“long purse,” there will be no trade
done * unless the pricg is very low in-
deed.”  The rermon-writer replies thet
his ¢ usnal terms are a guinea per ser-

likely to becornea regular eastomer ** he
will © pnt them in for half a gainen
each.” ‘Theelergyman writeshack that
e is likely to become a resular custo-
mer ; offers to take twelve sermons a
month, “if he ean have them at the
rate of three for five-nnd-twenty shill-
ings " and states, finally, that * if
these terms are accepted, the serinon
writer may at once send the first ‘on
approval.””  The sermon writer replies
that he will do the work for the sum
stated, on condition that no MSS. are
to be returned if the first three are ac-
cepted. The clergyman assents, the
sermon-writing begins, amd the corres-
pondence vecomes moreinteresting, It
would seem that two of the sermons
have been delivered, and the writer of
them, being either distrustful or «hayd-
up.’ has applied for something on ac-
count, At all events, he gets this let- |
ter :—Dear Sir,—1f you will send me
a sermon forthwith on the Christian's
victory over death, founded upon asim
lar passage to the onen 1st Cotinthians,
15th chapter—The last enemy,” &e.—
and I approve of it, then will remit you
the 25s, upon recept of wlieh you can
send as soun as possible three more on
staring subjects suitable for Sabbuth
evening uses.” The serimon gues, andin
veply comes this lotter : © Dear Sir,
Lhave just received M5, Shall not ueed
it to-morrow. Approveof it with one
exception, which 1 should hike yvou to
veinedy,  Willthen remit you,  Huving
given then a deseriptivn of man when
death entered into the world, I thinh in
as glowing language as possible a des-
eription should be given of Christ's re.
surrection from the dead, when deatl
was conquered and the devil defeated.
fsct me hase this appendage as soon as
possible.  Will then fulfil before-men-
tioned agrecment, upon recept of which
youwill please send two more at once on
strihing subjeets drossed in as glowiny
haery ditabies in original) langaage as
vou ke * At this puint the correspou |
dence. except so far asit relates to ve-
mittunees, breaks off for a month, from
whiel we judge that the writer laid oa
the colour with a sufliciently un<paring
hand. Then we get this :—*Dear Sir,
— Having been from honae, T did not re-
ceive vours until this day.  Approve
of it, it yon will please append a graphie |
description of God's love mamfested in |
the death of lHis Son for siuners,
conpled with a glowmg deseription of
Clist's dying on the cross, the con-
summation of love.,  Was ton Iate this
evening for P, 0. 0. Will send 2t on
Monday.”  The next letter sets forth
that “one of the last semt (that on
«wheat and taves ') could uot be nsed,
having taken the very sume subject only
a few Sundays before.”  * Can you take
this baeh,” the eclergyman proceeds,
¢ gand send me two, onc on the nature
and advantages of faithful prayer,
founded on such a subject as e Byro-
phaenicinn - woman- -shonld like  that
subject-—the other on the rvewsrds of o
ioly dife, founded on suchi e pas<age ny
« Say ve to the righteous,” &eo, o There
vemains, therefore, a rest for the people
of God.” Your attention wal oblige.” |
!

The scrmon-writer replies that he. is
jquite willing to write on cither of the !
subjects suggested, but he declines point

blunk to take bnele « Wheat and tares.” !
 P'he compact was that no MBBR. were |
to be returned if the first three were ac
copted.” What became of that -
happy sermon, therefore, must remain
a mystery.  Perhaps it wis » saved up”

for future nee.  After this, however, the |
clergyman is prudent enongh to furnisly |
Jus own texts (which he seldom did be-
fore), and ceven to sketeh out the form "”
treatment to he adopted.  For instance |
—+Plense sond me a seymon on the
words, * Work whilo it is yet day.’
First, the introduetion; then on *the
dny.' Secondly, on the nature of the
«work '— firstly, the sinuner s work, sal-
vation; secondly, the Christian’s wor}t,
to aid inr mending this bad world, in dif-
fusing and sprelﬁ'mg the gospel, with &

I pusitory.
H "
eourse over thore great preachers of

waters of the sea, &¢. Sceondly, the
i voou” in heaven, with a pathetic pic.
fture of the saved -and yet there is
stoom - room for @l room for me,
ace The thind too will send in a few
dusae wlien ploase dddose geeount ™
The nent and  oncinding letter  of
the series s t o w0 quote fu full,
It begins about -t ccount” and
sthe remittunce,” aud goes on to ask
for a sermon on the words, “*Not by
might, or by puwer, but by My Spirit,
saith tho Liord.”  The writer is to
«adopt his own course in introduction,”
but he is to get in & deseription, *“in as
forcible and geaphie  lunguage as pos.
sible,” of the < first apostles—fisher-
men, tax-gatherers, &..,” and contrast
them with *“ the great ones, the leading
ones, of this day.”  Heisnlso to * bring
in the Reformation, Martin Luther,”
&e., in “as glowing bignage as pos.
sible,” and then to deseribe *the posi-
tion of the Charch at the prexent day—
perfect machinery everywhere advan-
tage tuken for a glorions ingathering of
souls,” &e.  After this there is to be o,
 vivid pictare” .drawn of ¢ the sinner
saved, not by a visible hand stretehed
from Heaven, not by o pereeptible v- ice
riuging forth from the throne, not by
an angel with hiv biilliant wing . not
by might, nor by power, but by,” &e.
Lastly the *door of heaven” is to be
“xeen distinetly open, with the saved
Christian trimmphantly  entering it.”
“Yon will perceive from the ahove
shetch,” says the elergyman, “ihat I
like the fowery «tyle.  Yon will try to
accomuuedate we™” This 1ast sermon
scems never to Lave heen  written,
Whether it wa< beyond the reporter's
power, or whetlor he got something
better to do doc< vot appear. Al that
daes appear i+ tha correspondence sud-
denly ceased, and does not get resumed.
. l-'.“'l""" Merr "I,
EXPOSITORY PREACILING.

Ry expository preaching we under-
<tand that part of religious discourse
commonly called the lecture.  In ats
nature it i+ shuply an exposition and
application of & pmtion of Seripture of
more or less longth, without the form-
ality and rhetorieal finish of o sermon,

But it does not wdmit of loss cave or
Inbor i ts prepoaration, It foquires
the closeat study, not ouly of the sense
of cach verse, but of the ¢ muecetion of
the one with the othor, and of wil with
the context; and theu such a conidera-

U tion of cach one iw its onder o will best

briug out and enforc the whole <nbject
of the Jeetnure,

Cuhapply, it docs ot always veceive
such eare and labour in ot preparation,
While requiring 1t as much «s any form
of discourse proper to the pulpit, it is
too often regarded as adimtting loose
thonghts and an casy way of filling up
tone without mnch study. By many
it seems to be regarded as n form of
discourse suited to week-day meetings,
ot for Sabbaths when the preacher has
not had time to think or write out &
sermon in good logieal and rhetorieal
style. It is this mere then anything
elve, that has brought lectnring to be
esteemed as it now two grnerally is.
"The fault is not o wueh with the peo-
ple as with the preacher,

It is always to be regarvded as an evi
dence of the decline of the pulpit when
leeturing ie disparaged.  Shnple exposi-
iton and applieation of the word of God
was the primitive style of preaching;
that which was practiced in the Syna-
gogue service, il whick, coming from
the New Tostument chureh, was the
prevailing practice for centuries. Even
so late us the fourth century, when
Chrysostom  and  Basil among  the
Greeks, and Augustine and  Jeromo
amony the Latius, were the great pre-
achiers, and thongh their previous train-
ing brought juto the pulpit wuch of the
learning and vhictorieal enlture of the
schools, and sermonizing wnder their
iutlucnee was made more of au art,
pulpit discourses were still chietly ex-
It was m this kind of dis-

that ceutary most indulged and wmost
exeelled, It has bheen the prevalent
node in all the best ages of the Church
sinee, It was so cnlled in the days of
Luther and Calvin; as zlso in the best
days of the Clmrch of Seotland.  The
cftects of such preaching appear in the
Seriptural knowledge and staunch re-
religions character by which the people
of Scotland are so much distingnished.
—United Presbyterian,

If God is your guide, He wil' bo your
guard; He always protects whom e
leads.




