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A GENTLENAN OF THE SOUTH. By Willinm Garrott Brown. Torouto

Gearge N Momng & 1o Prics . §1 2.

Apart from the fact that the plot interest of this book is
quite good, which in itself should form a test of guality, there
1< a haunting charm about the treatment of it which renders
the tale memorable. The characters are sketched off witha
syipathetic touch, and even the wretched enuscof the tragedy
that fills the closmng scenes of the story, Kobert Underwood,
has hix caurse in xome mensure vindicated.  The real gentle-
man of the south, Henry Sclden, cannot fail to please.  His
charneter, i the face of the awful trinls he has to meet, is
wsprong ond truthiul - The love interest glimmers through
the book, ta shine forth gloriously at the conclusion. It is,
on the whole, n novel of no little power, and should repay
readhng

A DETACHED PIRATE. BBy Helen Mileeete. Montreal : The Moutneal

News Comjany Limfted

There are spots in this hook when the reader holds his
breath. not beenuse the characters are having a hazardous
time of it, for they don’t, but beeause the talented authoress
herself is trifling on the thin edge of propricty.  When allis
snid amd done, however,
there is nothing so ex-
tremely objectionable
about thebook, MissMil.
ccete has chosen o some-
what daring thewe, it is
truc, butshe has bandled
it with rarce skill, and in
the end has overthrown
all hostile eriticism. She
hus cheated her readers
out of a rich scandal in
a decidedly clever man-
ner. A divoreed woman
ix not the most pleasing
type of a heroine, and
when she is of the kind
that all men adore, the
situntion is rendered so
much the more hazard.
ous.  Just such a personnge has Miss Milecete selected and
thrown inte the midst of Halifax military society to work
havee smong the oflicers of the garrison. A portranture such
as that o Gay Vandaleur from a woman's pen should be wel-
comed  Men acvasionally try their hand at depicting women
of her stamp, nnd one wonders whether their characteriza.
tions are necurate  In the case of Gay Vandalcur there is less
uncertainty.

S HelenlOllecete,
Jreep—
Authisr of © AR tac daet Pimte j omal

ALL ON THE IRISH SHORE. v K somenille and Martin Ross. To-

monte Coppe. Clark Co

There are cleven sherchies of Irish life in this ook, dealing
principally with hunting and sporting lite. . While there is but
Ittie attempt at plot aud but little more at characterization,
the sketches, as straightforward refations of iucidents, are
posscssed of consulerable humor and exbibit artistic treat-
ment. Thethree beginning with* Fanny Fitz's Gantble,” which

July, 19008

arc connected by a comimon interest, are the best picces of
work in the book, so far as incident goes. They illustrate
very well the characteristics of the rest of the sketches.  Some
of the other chupters in the book are much less interesting, be-
ing somewhat beclouded and purposcless.

THE SACRIFICE OF THE SHANNON, By W. Albert Hickman. Torotito :

Willlam Brigss.

From cover to cover, this book is a genuinely good picee
of work. It is a Canadian story with a Canadian hero and
heroine and with its scene laid in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
The relicf of & steamer, imprisoned in the ice off Cape Gaspe,
by the ice-breaker Shannon, and the subsequent loss of the
latter forms the main theme of the tale and gives the prepond.
crating interest to it, though a subsidiary love storv adds con-
siderable charm as well to its pages. The book relies for its
strength on the descriptive ability of the author. He shows a
minute acquaintance with the Gulf and its navigation, and he
has the faculty of portraying scenes and incidents with color
and frerchness, his description of the yacht race in the
sccond chapter being admirable. A little immaturencss is dis.
pluyed, however, when he goes on to trace the development of
character. The reader would like to have seen the change in
the heroine’s feelingas towards Wilson worked out a little
more in detail. Both characters were sufficiently well
depicted to immediately intcrest the reader, and had the
course of their love been a little more intimately treat-
ed, the result would have been better. The love in-
terest ustensibly formed the motif of the plot and should
conscqquently have reccived more attention, A word of
praise should be bestowed on Mr. Hickman's portraiture of
Donald, who is an even more striking individual than the
paragon, \Wilson, himself.

CASTLE ONERAUN. By F. Frankfort Moore. Torouto: (wpp, Clark Co.

The author of the old favorite story of “The Jessamy
Bride,"* has taken the Ircland of Cromwell as the scenc of his
lutest novel. Over in the west, out of the main tide of the
English invasion, lay Castle Omeragh, in which a determined
stand was madec against & detached party of Roundheads.
Around this main incident of the plot hus been woven an ub-
sorhing talc of adventure and love, with a little of the mysti-
cal thrown in here and there and with somce attention to Irish
characterization as well.  Indeed, Mr. Moore's novel is in-
instructive us well as entertaining, for he throws a new light
on the Cromwellian invasion of Ircland. 1lis cstimate, both
of the aims and objects of the invader, and of the character of
the native Irish, lends value to the book. The mastery of the
romaucer's art, which M Moore has acquired, renders the
stirring incidents of the story life-like, and soine scencs, notably
the attack an the castle, are descrving of high praise.

THE HEBREW. By Joln A.Steuart, Toronto: Willlam Brigcs,

This book, under the title of * The Samantans,” received
attention in this columu last month. The present volume is a
chnice picce of bouk-making, admirably printed and light in
weight. A sccond glance through its pages, serves to impress
us still further with Mr. Steuart's singular ability to impress
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