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I suppose it vill be generally admitted, that its state in any com
munity, and at any period, is determined by such considerations as these
the degree in which the minds of men are possessed by a sense of God's
presence and of God's claims, and in which their lives are controlled by a
regard to God's requirement of faith in Jesus Christ, and obedience to His
will ; the degree in which men are alive to the depravity and helplessness
of their fallen state, and in which the provisions of the Gospel, the love of
God inl Christ, the atonement and intercèssion of the Saviour, the work of
the Holy Spirit, are trusted and used as the only and all-sufficient remedy for
this depravity and helplessness ; the measure in which " the things which
are above," the things which are unseen and eternal, are felt to be real, and
to be cominanding, in which the affections are actually set upon them ; the
neasure in which goodness is valued above rank or riches, the approval of
God above the favor of man ; the maeasure in which there is real love to
Christ and tender solicitude for those interests which are sacred in His eye;
or, to add one other token, the degree in which those who belong to the
church of Christ are walking "in the fear of God and in the comfort of
the Holy Ghost."

Taking such considerations as these as tests, to what conclusion shall
-we comle in regard to the religious life of the* period, and*within the limits
of the Synod? That it is healthful and rigorous, or that it is iveak and
languishing ? We shrink from at once definitely characterizing it as either
the one or the other.

Thore are se.cral aipects iin which it is possible to contemplate and
speak of the gtite of religion nong u-, only with satisfaction and with
thankfulnces to God. First. There is much outward respect paid to reli-
gion among perona of ail clas«es, and if less, still alho much that is more
than outward, that be-peake hearts alive to God's claims and devoutly ap-
preciative of lis grace. We have not, I trust, it may be truthfully said,
as yet, any very large class, whether in the rural or town and city districts,
who have learned to regard the church of Christ with disdain, and who
Zcorr its clims to rule the beliefs and to guide the conduct of mn-i. I say,
as yet, for if the statenient of those w'ho have the best opportunity of know-
ing the facts be accepted, the emi-ration which is now stting in towards
Canada fron the larger cities of l ngland, and which, on grounds both of
humanity and patriotism ought to be welcumed, has its full proportion of
those who have broken entiroly their connection with the church of Chrit.
However, ýpeaking of the -tate nf things as it at present exists, we may
still claim to pozses the ear and the conscience of the large majo1ity of
those outside of the membership of thb church. Second. There is exiibi-
led in connection with all sections of the church, including our own, a large
amount of activity in the matter of church extension. No sooner is the
necessity for a new church edifice manifest, than the ineans to supply it are
forthcoming, or at least, steps are taken towards its erection. The disp»-
sition seems to be to anticipate the wants of a growing population, rather
than to lag behind them. The number of churches of every degree of size
and cost which have been erected in this city during the last two years, is
itself a proof of the deep iriterest felt by many in the moral and religious
welfare of the community. After making full allowance for what is due
in this connection to mere denominational zeal, there remains not a little
vhich must be ascribed. to a deep and heart-felt sympathy with those

higher interests which all branches of the church, ail true Christians, are


