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drink a gla in the Pump Roomi, and then went baclk o Ilis teiiiporary

laboratory in which was, placedei the electroscope, the delicaite inistrumiient

with wvliichI the presence of radium is detected. The momient hie entered

the roomi the instrument bhJ(od unmrnstakable sîgns of thie preseflPP of

radium, and ail that there was that wbieh lie had drunk in Ithe glaiss' of

water.
More, important f rom the point of view of the spa wcre his mieasure-

mnents of the radium iii the water, and the radium, emanations, iu the

water and in the gas, whicl is given off by the steaing water. As a

result of these Sir William was able to state thiat, the Bath waters con-

tainied twice as much radium emanation as the Buxton waters, and that;

tlie nat ural gas from the Bath water was four limes as sitrong in radium

as le Buxton natural gas.

These investigations are not; only interesting in qo for as jty explaiu

the wonderful curative properties of the waters whviîeh led the Romlans Io

found the bathing establishiments of Aquae Sulis, and which hlave been

utihized to bring alleviation 10 sufferers fromn a variety of disea.ses, al-

thouglh the reasoil for Iheir hiealing powers was not known, buit they are

important in lIat the application of tIe waters eau nlow be mnade on stili

more effective lhues byý a more scientfie use of bolli the water and the gas

which is an agent when used with the water 20 limies more potent Ihan

the mninerai water alone. The discoveries have eornie at a moment whlen

,a big schieme for lhe developmeiit of the Batlis of Boîli is in co)ntemlIa-

tion, and the lessons of Sir William Ramisay 's inivestigaitions will bw

profited by. ___

ANCIENT SURGICAL OPERATION.

There is no doubt; thal some rougli forin of surgery- mnus have existed

fromn very ancient times, but il is strange to find tînat so omTplex aud deli-

cote an operatiori as trepanfling is one of the oldest.

Su far as actual records go, Hippocrates gives uis the earliest account.

Ije wrote treatises on fractures, dislocations and wounids of the liead, in

procedure to be followed in the case of a fractured sIculi. Ilis direction

saq lu eut away a piece of bone go that the pressure on the brain mnight

be relieved.
There are aISO records about this lime and later of a file beiug uised

for thi purpose, whiel aI a lime when anaesthelica were undreamned of

ziuh have been, to say the least, painful.

Aceording to Dr. T. Rice Holmnes, the operation o! removing pieces

of bone was per-formed long before historie limes. The effects on the

skuil are easily seen afler dealli, and are visible so -long as the bones are

m.reserved.


