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forn was better suited to young children and-very
old persons. He had used Bichloride of Methy-
line a few thousand times in the Royal Ophthalmic
Hospital at Moorfnclds, and had seen deaths follow
its use. -le did not like it.

The RESIDENT sa'd he had talen a deep interest
in aniesthetics, but had not seen the A. C. E. mix-
ture used. In bis surgerv practice lie nown uses
ether cxclusively. During six years at the bospital
that ho had seen chlioroformn administered, they
had no deaths, but he had seen some very narrow
escapes. They used to give a draught of spirits
before giving chloroform. With ether, one may
do without an assistant ; this is not justifiable with
chloroform, except, perhaps, in ridwifery practice.
He thought ether was safer at all ages. He bas
seen dangerous symptoms follow chlorofor-m, even~
in young children. Of cour.e if he had to operate
upon an old man vith atheromatous arteries he
rnight use chloroform, as the struggling which often
follows ether would be dangerous. 1-le considered
chloroform administration in the dentist's chair
very dangerous, the upright position causing the

patient to be more liable to fatal syncope.
Dr. SNITu1, while expressing his gratitude for the

friendly criticisnîwhich his paper had elicited stated
that had not, so far, lard anything to affect the
good opinion he entertained for the A. C. E, mix-
ture.

Dr. STEwA-R having remarked that Dr. Snith
concluded that the A. C. E. mixture ivas safer than
chloroform, because it only contained one-third
part of chlioroforn, but that it was often the case
that fatal cases of chloroformization occurred when
only a very sniall quantity of the chug bad been
used, and therefore that the small quantity of chlio-
roform in the A. C. E. mixture was no argument
in its favor.

Dr. SMITH replied that it was precisely to meet
such an objection as that, that he had devoted
several pages of his pap-r to show that those cases
of death were not due to the exceedingly small
quantity of the an:esthetic, but to the condition of
the patient's circulatory and ner;ous system at the
time. It was a well-known.proverb that by being
united in marriage we halved our sorrows and
doubled our joys, and so by uniting chloroform and
ether We doubled the advantages and halved the
dangers of each. Certainly chl!oroform was safer
in midwifery cases than in any other, because the
woman was recumbent, and, moreover, she was
miaking expulsive efforts, which guarantee a plen-

tiful supply of blood to the brain. But it could
only be entrusted to a medical man; and where
there was only one, and he had 'the forceps to han.
die, chloroforni was admittedly a dangerous drug
Uesides, it w-as not a drug that could be used very
well during th e first stage of labor, during whicb,
however, sorne wonen suffer more than in the second
stage. Alcoh ol killed by the head or by coma;
chloroforn killed hv the heart or by syncope
ether killed by the lungs or by apncea ; but by
adding the three together, and then only giving
one-third the quantity, w-e obtained an average
effect suffiçient to produce anrusthesia, but remain-
ing very far short of deatb.

Several of the speakers having called in question
the usefulness of adding alcohol.

Dr. Soîrï replied tbat alcohol was a very gnod
anresthetic as -el1 as stimulant, and would have
been used for that purpose in the fornn of vapor
long ago were it not for the defect that it irritates
the bronchial tubes w-hen administered alone, but
not so w'hen mixed with chloroformn and ether, hIe
A. C. E. mixture being just as pleasant as cblo;o-
fonn to inhale. In conclusion, Dr. Smith said that
he had so far only had occasion to use it in a houn-
dred and ten cases, but that he would continue to
enploy it as long as he lived, and that perhaps, in
ten or twenty years, he would have the iifercnce of
a thousand instead of a hundred cases. He did
not pretend to be the discoverer of this comibination,
nor even to be the first person in America to use it;
in fact, in reading the current literature of the day
he frequently came across reference to this artCs-
thetic. Indeed, for ail he knew to the contrary,
there might be a hundred very able men who con-
stantly used it, and yet who hadi not had the tine,
nor felt it their duty, to lay it before their profes-
sional brethren.

State~d J 1i<g, Janularv 5th, 1886.
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Raptid/y Gr-owving OvariÎan Tumor.--Dr. T ren-
hohnie showed a large semi-solid ovarian tinor
which he had remioved from a w'oman some days
before. The patient, when she consulted h i-i, wais
unaw-are that she hiad a tumor, but consulted hii>
for severe abdominal pain, which had lasted some
three veeks. She had only noticed a swelling for
the last six weeks. Latterly, the tumor lad grb
very rapidly. It was removed without great diff1


