493 GRIGINAL COMMUNICATIONL.

a fainting fit, which he had had a ccnsiderable time after a former ore,
both which, especially the first one, having occurrred after powerful
bodily and mental exertion. At that time, a blowing systolic murmur
was heard aver the whole cardiac region, having its maximum rather
above the base of the beart, and pralonged upwards alopg the uarta to
the carotid. Pulse moderate in strength and frequency and without irre-
gularity.” He continued for at least fonr years withont any impairment
of the gencral heulth, which was excellent, and without any uneasiness
in the region of the heart. Iie was careful toodserve the directions giv-
en him to avoid ail vicient exertion, and to attend to his dict.and diges-
tive systeaa.  He aiterwards visited England twice, where he consulted
Dr: Willims and Walshe, e was able to attend to his business,
walked aud rede without iincasiness, and in every respect wcim d healthy
and comfortable.  Tu Dec. 1853, he unfortunately teok cold, and was uf-
fected for several davs with mild bronclitis d&: aring which, however,
his feet began to sweil. Extreme dyspnea suddenly came on whieh w as
followed and accompanied by great nausen and hemnutemesis toa triling
extent. The candiwe signs remuined aniltered  no tumultueus aetion en-
sued ; and decubitus was possible till within an hour or two of death.
POST MORTEM.

A small quantity of flnid in the peritoneum, and a few ounces in each
pleunl sac; pericarditm contained ubiout two ounces of serum. Heart hy-
perirophicd on both sides, ventricies dilated to abont one third more than
their normal capacitys  Septum nearly an inch thick. All the \'llves
except the aertie were healthy.  In luoking into the aorta, the situntion
of the valves scemed occupied by n cauliffower-looking calearcous ex-
creseence, which upon examination was fuund to be composed of two off
the valves expanded into this morbid structure, and occupying nearly
the whole culibre of the orifices 5 these two vilves did not adhere though
in close contaet 3 the tied vulvey sutu:tucl upon the mitral side of the artery
was so contracted as o form vut a fiue fringe along itsnortic border. On
louking into the norta from nbuy R opening mul-l Le deteeted, but ex-
amined from below, o curved uarrow passugy between: the projecting
calearcons mass wnd the remnnins of the third vulve was discovered, which
admitted the point of the finger pushed into it It must have allowed
regurgitation to some extent as wuter puured iuto the norta readily ran
through it.  Below the attachment of'the norta, the whole circumference
of the ventricle to the depth of un iuch superficinlly, wus thick!y studded

with smooth calearcons nodules, resembling split peus in size and shape.
Tho norta ahove its valves wns quite healthy ; the lungs were engorged,
and mdematous, Three or four of the bronchial glands were greatly ene
Jorged and completely calcifled.



