530

 THE BRITISH  AMERICAN

seeing the extraordinary condition of the
horse in ihe possession of the plaintiff,
affected with exostosis of the worstdes-
cription on the kuee joints of the fore
legs and hock joints of the hind legs,
that on some occasion anterior to the
time of sale, that horse had from over
work or some other cause, been atiuck-
ed with inflammation of the langs or
pleura, (powmon vu plevre) probably of
a very inild or sub-acute character;
that metastasis had taken place 1o those
joints, and knowing the extraordinary
disposition of the bones of the horse to
throw out bony deposits, (czosloses)
under inflammation, and particularly in
those joints, I came to the conclusion
that the horse was veally and truly
affected by ‘courbature,” in the first
instance, by the inflammation or ob-
struction of the natural action of the
lungs or pleura, as the cause; and in
the second place, by the want of the
free uae of his legs, as the effect.

«] therefore proceed to answer the
interrozations of this honorable Court,
serintim :(—

«1. The horse when 1 examined
him had neither ¢Dbaitement ni altera-
tion dans les f{lanes,’—but notwith-
standing the absence of such signs Tam
of opinion that the horse was affected
with the disease known by the old
writers and in the law as ¢ courbature
though the metastasis to the legs pre-
vented the above mentioned signs from
‘being wvisible at the time of examina-
tion. The definition, diagnostics,
grounds and authorities ave cited in the
preliminary part of this supplementary
report.. ) ‘ ‘

2, In my edition of Blaine, T find
no such passage as that gooted.  Inthe
recent Enalish editions of Biaine much
watter is omitted that was in his former
cres, (vide Introduction 1o the fourth
edition,) but T have ajways anderstood

-+ pousse’ to mean ‘broken-wind,’ to
use the Englishterm ; it may, however,
mean asthmus, or chronic pneumenia,
which would be equivalent to the term
¢thick-wind.”  Mons.  Huzurd’s ' des-
eription of ¢la pousse,® completely
answers to that of ¢ broken-wind,”

% 3. I believe the malady of .the
joints of the legs to have been a second-

ary afféction, for the reasons stated 'in |-

Plerentary report. R
g, This guestion is also answered

the preliminary portion ‘of this my sup-

in the preliminary part of the report;
but 1 affirm that many diseases which
appear to be local may often be traced
1o primary causes originating  clse-
}vhcre. Tused the term” ¢ courbature,
in this senze, “cheval courbaitu, cest ¢
dire, quin’apas le mouvement desjambes
bien iibre,” the effect; and ¢ obstructions
dans les inlestins on dans les pou-
aonsy’ the cawse; and should then
Lave entored into the present detailed
statemnent Lad 1 thought it necessavy.
I wsed the word, as 1 believe modern
selence hears ni¢ ont, having regard 10
ihe azsumed ancient signification at the
same thne. ‘
¢5. This question is already answer-
cd by the whole tenor of this report,?

Judgment was given for the plaintiff,
in accordance with this opinion.

My reason for requesting the publi-
cation of this case is to draw attention
1o the absurd state of the law, which
persists in retaining a barbarous nomen-
clature, invented and obtaining in
Courts of Law long before scientific
Veterinary medicine fhiad a beginning.
Courbuture, asdefined by legal writers,
is an impossible disease—there is no
such thing—and it follows, that since
one of the three redhibitory vices known
to the law, glanders, (fa morve) is not
known iu this country, no man can
obtain redress from the knave who im-
poses on him an unsound animal unless
he can prove it 10 have been affected
at the time of sale with broken wind,
or with ¢{a courbature,” an impossible
disease, in the sense in whicli the law
books define it.*  Too much space has
already been oceupied, or much more
might be said to demonstrate the ab-
surdity and injustice of such a law.—

"The remedy is cbvious,—a short statuie

defining the most' prominent of those
maladies and defects which really con-
stitute unsoundness, an act which shall

+ Because there is o diseaze known to modern
science, in which lameness is prisarily. caused by
and conncetad with obstractions in the 1testines and

uags. :



