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intra-uterine life. The child may grow up, and go through life, without
betraying its unstable nervous organism, if no undue strain, wlueh Would
be an exciting factor, were applied. '

Now, let us take up hysteria as onc of the most common founs of
functional discases, and one, I think, that we will be able more cle'\rlv .
to understand when we look into the ctiology and eclinical symptoms
manifested in these patients, rather than disenss partienlarly the eti-
ology, and symptomatology, of neurasthenia. For, if we can obtain a
clear perception of what hysteria is, then, other functional diseases will
be simplified. ‘

It is very hard indeed, if not impossible, at fimes, to differentiate
hetween the neurasthenic and the hysterical patient, as both condltxona
are duc to ccrebral exhaustion. There are. two typieal descriplive
Torms which, in various instances, are sharply defined, and easily diag-.
nosed. In the typical neurasthenic the marked insomnia, inability to
concentrate the attention, defective memory, restlessness, fretfulness.
irritability of temper, hypersensitivencss, discomforts about the head
and neck, exaggeration of the reflexes, fechle pulse of low tension, and.
the constancy of the above symptoms, the length of time which the
disease lasts as well as of the slow progress towards recovery, arc diag--
nostic, as compared to hysteria, where we have marked psychical-
disturbance, and motor and sensory pfn'qh sCS; the symplomatology bemn'.
extremely variable in its nature and constaney. - - .

The typical cases, as described in text-hooks, ‘are of extremely - rare
occurrence, though in certain countries, p‘utlculaﬂy among the: Latin
races, the typical picture is occasionally met: with: “On. the ‘&mencan:
continent it is indecd rare. Both- diseases are of functlonal nature; both
are conrremtal in origin, and hoth affect males and j'elmles in about thcw
same proportmn. The svmptoms of neurasthema 'u'e common m hv:-
teria, and wvice versa. . PR TI

Of late years I have had under ‘my ¢ care many of these C‘lbea, and-
my sympathiés have gone out fo the unfortunates who are afflicted w. 1th
the malady. The layman, and to a large extent, our professmnal
brethren, do not fully appreciate the magnitude of the dlsorder present
in these cases. While gross diseases of.the nervous system force them-
selves upon our attention, and ‘are the cause of a great number:” of
deaths, I do not think I am wrong in stating "that the ‘effects of. ill
health, suffering and incapacity produced by functlonal dlscases arg,'
even more serious and far reaching. o ,

Hysteria is ~defined by Mobius as a condition whe1e 1(1eas control ‘
the body, and produce morbid changes in its'functions. In the normal




