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however, independently of this, I arn not aware of any authority for
a'v,voî or vw'8vvoç as an epitiiet of -eIEsculapius.

It is difficuit to arrive at auy definite conclusion relative to
the god Nodons, Nodens, or Viide2i,* and the only suggestion wbicli
1 arn able to offer on tbe point, is that the deity is the saine
as Nodutis or LYodittus, a rural god presiding over the nRodi cul-
9norumn. As but very littie is kno'wn of' this 'elity, the followingy
references may be found useful: Arnobius, , Iversues gentes, IV,
p. 131, (ed. ieyden, 1651)-" .Zoditis dicitur Deus, qui ad nodos
perducit rec satas.» Auigustine, de civ. .Dei, 1-V, 8, p. 94, (ed.. -Paris,
1685)-'" Proefecerunt ergo Proserpinaorn frumen$fs germinantibus
genieulis nodisque culmoruin deurn Nodotzen."- Il Quando Nodolus,
adjuvaret in bello, qui nec ad folliculum spicoe, sed tantum. ad noduin
geniculi pertinebat ?" Another reading of the name is odinus,
which more nearly approaches that in the inscriptions. Vide also
Tomasinus, de donar. ac tab. vot. c. 26 ; Voss. de iZdololatr-ia, 11, 61 ;
Lexicon Elty:nol. in 2-Modus; iThodiginus, AAi. flect. XXV, 30, and
Struvius, .dnt. .Zonb. 1, P. 151.

35. 0f' the three inscriptions noticed in the prccediug article, the
following seems to be the clearest:

D M-NODONTI
FL -BLANDINVS

V -S L - i

whicll I reaid,-Deo ilfag2zo JY'oco2tti lavius Blandinus arinatiza
votuin isolvit lilbens inerito. The epithet .llagitus sugg(ests Mithras'
'but it is also appliedl to other deities. Fide Orelli, 11. 3 596.

For armiatura in tlue sense of miles, vide Muratori, 801, 8; and
compare Steiner, i. Rfhea, n1. 332, and n. 473; ilenzen, n. 6794 ;
and Borghs (etdb-lue) dn Inst. Ai-chi. 1839, Iscr.
1?enane, p). 5. It is not easy to determine the characteristies of the
armatur&. Thev are rntioned by Vegetius, ii. 7, 1.5, 17; and
Aimmianus Mtýarcellinius, xiv. ]1 1; xv. 4 aud 5 ; aud xxvii. 2.

According to the former, they seern to ha-ve been youxlgcr sol-
diers, Iighitly arïned; and aceordiug- to the latter, body-guardsmen.

*The nominative mgy also end iii on or is, as Yodon or Modoniis.


