ed, but could not help thinking that the per-
sons employed in conveying her might not
find their aituation as favourable to devout
reading and meditation. This, 1 suppose, did
not occur to her,

[ do not commence my Journey on Sabbath.]

Another person said. that he would never
commence a journey on the Sabbath; but
when ouce set out, he could see no harm in
proceeding. But I, for my part, could not see
the mighty difference between setting out, on
Sabbath, and going on, on the Sabbath. My
perceptions were so obtuse that I could not
discern the one to be travelling, and the other
to bo equivalent to rest.

E1f L stop on Sabbath, I must wait on the road.]

Again, I was frequently met with this apo-
Togy for journeying on Sabbath: « The stage
was going on, and if T had'laid’by on the Sab-

~bath, I should have lost wy seat, and might
have bad to wait on the road, perhapsfor a
whole week, before I could regain it”  This
apology satisied” many They thought it
quits reasonable that the person should pro-
ceed under those circumstances. But it did
not satisfy me. I¢ occured to me, if'he had
honoured the Sabbath, and committed his
way to the Lord, he might not have been de-
tained on the road beyond the day of rest—
But what if he-had-been 2 Are we under no
obligation to obey a command of God, if we
foresce that obedience to it may be attended
with some inconvenience ?  Better the deten-
tion of many days, than the transgression of
a precept of the decalogue.

[ WV take only a small portian.of the Morning,

or Evening.J

One, person told. told.me that he meant to
start very early in the morning, for he wish-
ed to occupy as little of the Sabbath in tra-
velling as possible. Anoiber proposed to lie
by all the middle of the day, and proceed in
the evemng, and he was swe there could be
no harm in that. Ah, thought I, and has not
Sunday a mornmg and an evening appro-
priate to itself, as well as any other day of
the week 2 Is the morning of Sunday allone
with Saturday, and the evening ne more sa-
cred than Monday 2 Did God hallow only
the middle of the day ? And.is the day of
rest shorter by several hours.than any other
day? 1never could see how one part of the
Sabbath should be entitled to more religious-
respect than another part. It scems to mea
man may as properly travel on the ncon of
the Sabbath, as in the morning or evening,

[ We manage so as to atiend Church.]

One person was very particular to tell me
what he meant 10 do after he had travelled a
part of the Lord’s day. He expected, by a-
bout 10 or 1? o’clock, to-come across a charch,,
and he inrended to go inand worship. That,
he supposed, would set all right-again.

[I journey to attend a Cliurch Meeting, or
v to Preach.],

Another, a grave-looking personage,. was
travelling on the Sabbath to reach.an eccle-
siastical meeting in season. _Another, in or-
der to fulfil an appointment he bad made 1o
preach.. These were ministers. They plead-
ed the necessity of the case,; but I could see
no negessity in it. I thoughtthe necessity of,
keeping God'’s commandmentsa much ¢learer

and stronger gase of .necessity.. The business |

of the meeting could go on, withont that cler-
gyman, or it might have been deferred a day
in waiting for him, or he might have lefi home
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a day carlier. The appointment to preach
should not bave been made; or if made, should
have been bLroken.

[1 am anzious to be home to my Iamily.}

There was one apologist who had net heard
from home for a good while,and he was anxi-
ous to learn about his family. Something in
their circumstances might require his pre-
sence. I conld not sustam even that apology,
for I thought the Lord could take care of kis
fanily without him as well as with him, and
1 did not. buheve they would be likely' to sut-
fur by his resting on the Sabbath out of res-
pect to God's commandment, and spending
the day in implormg the divine blessing on
them.

[1 cannot lodge at a Public Ilouse, or Coul-
try Tavern.]

Another apologist hanced to reach, on Sa-
turday night, an indifferent public house.
He pleaded, therefore, that it was necessary
for him to proceed on the next day, until he
should arrive at better accommmodations.  But
I could not help thinking that his being com-
fortavly accommadated, was not, on the whole,
se impertant as obedience to the decalogue.

Oune person thought he asked an unanswer-
able question, when he begeed to know why
it was not as we'l to be on the road, as to be
lying by at a countsy tavern. It occurred.to
me, that if his horses had possessed the facul-
ties- of Bulaam’s beast, they could have readi-
ly told him the difference, and why the latter
part of the alternative was preferable.

[My Companions are going Forwurd },

There was-still aunother person who was
sure his excuse would be sustained. Ile was
ons ofa party, who were determined to pro-
ceed. on the Sabbath in spite of his.reluctance,
and he had no.choice but to go on withy them.
Ah, bad he no choice ? would they have forc-
ed him to go on ? could ke not have-separat-
ed from such a party ? or might he not, it he
had been determined, have prevailed on
them to rest en the Lord’s day 2 Suppose he
said, mildly yet Grmly : * My conscience for-
bids me fo journey on the Sabbath. You
can £o, but you must leave me. I am sorry
to interfere wi h your wishes, but 1 canuot of-
fend God.” Is it not ten to one such a re-
monstrance would have been successiul ? 1
cannot help suspecting that the person was
willing to be compelled in this case.

[ Strict Sebbath-keeping is Puritanical.]

But many said that this strict- keeping of
the Sabbath was an old puritanical notion,
and this scemed to case their conscicnces
somewhat. I remarked that I thoughe it old-
er than puritanism. A Sinaitical notion I
Jjudged it to be, rather than puritanical.

[ Pray, do not tell my Frignds § «
Many Sunday travellers Imet with, bega-

ed me not to tell their pious- relatives. that,

they had travelled on the Sabbath. They.
thought, if these-knew it, they would not think
sowellof them.and they would belikely to hear
ofit again. No one asked me notto tell God,
They did not scem .to- care how it affected
them. in. his estimation. ¥t never occurred to
them that they mizht.lrear from the Lord of
the Sabbath on the subject.

1 do not know any purpose which such a-
pologies for, Sabbath-breaking serve, since
they satisfly neither God nor bis people; but
one, and that is not.a very valualle one.—
They serve only, as far as I can see, to de-
luge those who offer them.
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Ilovo to be fair Ihave been objecting
lately against the Catholics, that they reduce
the number of the commandments to nine. 1
here record my acknowledgment that some
of ys Protestants have really but nine. The
Catholics omit the second ; some of our Pro-
testants the fourth,

[The true secret of all such apologies is to
be found in an alienated heart. The heart
first rebels against the Sabbath, and then the
head goes forth in search of-excuses. Doing
right pays so well, that one can afford to be
at some trouble and cxpense todo it. The
course of scund reason, therefore, is first to
ascertain whatisduty ; and then, we may be as
sure as that there is a Moral Governor in the
Universe, that it is our interest, in all places
and at all times, to do what he commands.—
Think of an epology for disobeying God I—
Think of a man’s calculating the advantages
of disobeying God !

Some talk of present gratification; but ave
sound bealth, a refreshed intellect, an approv-
ing conscience, holy feelings, the smile ana
blessing of heaven, things of no value ? Yot
all :l(llesc are sacrificed by the Sabbath-brealk-
er.

EXAMINATION OF MISCELLANE-
OUS OBJECTIONS AND PQPU-
LAR FALLACIES.

BY REV. ANDREW-THOMSON, B. A.

( Continued.)

5. Driven from all other shelter, the enc-
mies of the Sabbath have been fain to take
refuge under the authority ofa few preat
names. Euther and Calvin, it is said, did not
hold your vigid views. Suppose they did not.
It is forgotten that their position was peculi-
wly unfavourable for the exanunanon of the
subject. ‘Fhey looked at the Lord’s-day a-
mong many days of mere human appuintment,
~—~it was Indden like Saul among 'the stutf,—
is the wonder great that they were tempted
1o reject all sacred days whatever 2 The im-
petueus nature of the great German Reform-
er ied him to reject other things that were di-
vine, such as the Epistle of James. What
wonder that in removing some of the rubbish
of the teraple, these great men stiould uncon-
sciously bave swept away with us, some of its
purest gold. Their circumstances called
more for energetic action, than for discrimi-
natiom,

But we who live in these later and calmer
days, have had time to discrimina.e, and we
can now discover in the lax views which some
of the leading Reformers entertained on the
subject of the Sabbath, and in the iaxer prac-
tices which those views introduced into the
churches, one reason why the e of the Re-
fermation cbbed so soon.. They planted a
vinoyerd, but they.forgot to place around it
Ged's wall of defence ; ami thus it is that “the
boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the
wild beast of the field doth devour it”.

But has-it indeed.come to this, that a duty
may be held as uncertain uniil there is per-
fect unanimity amony christians regarding it,
and that so long, as some great name can be
quoted as speaking doubtfuily on the subject,
the obligatiyn is suspeaded. Admit this prin~
cipley and then tell us what error or folly is
there, that may aot, borrow the. sanction of
some great name, Luther might then.be quot-

.ed as adrvocating views of the Lord’s Snpper

that savour of mysticism,. if they do-not bo-
der on absurdity ; the name. of Calviu_might
be used to vonsecrate intolerance; Milton



