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alcohol, and the trouble ivith corks in general, and advocated sealing in a
glass tube haif filled with alcohol, or the alcohol could be entirely ornitted
after the insect had been killed ini it, and the specirnen ivould be free and
easily studied. Specimens illustrating the method were exhibited. Fie
seals his tubes with a blow pipe, making a Sharp fiame, and in this way a
vial even three-quarters full of alcohol could be closed readily.

Fie also spoke of
A CHEAP SUBISTITUT£ FOR CORK.

Cork for lining inseot boxes is.expensive, and he lias found that soft
pine, cut across the grain, formed a good and chu.ap substitute

Mr. Osborn said Dr. Packard hiad also advised sealing vials contain-
ing larvoe. Where no alcohiol wvas added it wvas of course necessary that
the specimens be peritctly hardened. The wood to be substituted for
cork must be very soft and even.

Mr. Smith said it would be very difficuit to get niaterial so free from
resin that a paper covering wvould flot be stained.

Mr. Mann said strawboard and a frame covered with paper had been
suggested as substitutes for cork.

Mr. Webster said corrugated paper wvas very convenient for some
l)urposes.

Mr. Claypole said ail formns of strawboard or paper failed for want of
elasticity ini the rnaterial. Cork and wvood are elastic and clasp the
rnaterial firmly.

Mr. Smith said this ivas the objection to turf, which wvas otherwise a
very satisfactory material.

Mr. Mann uses no lining of any kind in his boxes. Fie thought the
pita-wood, formerly imported by hini about as good as anything, and
thought it could be brought in quite cheaply.

Mr. Smnith said that even pita had its hard streaks, and that while
generally excellent, it ivas flot sufficiently.uniform. On a sniall scale, for
study boxes, corn pith was flot bad.

Mr. Fletcher said the lo-%er part of the stems of TyphIa /at¼flia is
still better; but the compressed cork now on the market is sufficiently
cheap, and is excellent.

Mr. Ashrnead said that in the Berlin Museumi they often preserved
different stages of an insect in small tubes inclosed within a larger tube.


