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authority. The department is now in a paosition to carry it out,and
it had its full influence in the distribution of 1857.

A more complete and strictly correct classification of these schools
can be attained but by s'owv degrees. Theconditions which the law
enables the government to annex to the payment: of the aid given,
may serve asone means, awd it may readily be seen by a compa-
rison of the tables we now publish with the grants formerly made
by the legislature, that great progress has been already made in
the performance of this duty.

itn respect to the eommon schools, the roports of the inspectors
concur in_pointing out the sam - obstacles, with a degree of unani-
mity, which of itsolf 15 the strongest proof to be adduced of the
jusuce of their demands. The necessity of making rules, for the
discipline of the schools, and to sccure uniformity in the choice of
class-books, is ovident. ‘The law has conferred the powers which
relate to these two impor'ant measures on the Council of Public
Instruction ; and it wounld jll become the department, and be
imprudent in policy, to assume the mitiative of measures which
might be disavewed by that body, when it is appownted. It would
be attended with serious inconvenience to the schools themselves,
throngh the disorder which it would produce, and to fathers of
families, through the useles exponses which it would entail to them.
This consideration renders the appointment of the Council of Public
Instruction (the establishment of avhich was provided for by Parlia-
ment according 1o the suggestions contained in my first veport) a
matter of parmmount and wrgent necessity.

My suggestion, relative to the publication of a series of reading
books, adopted 1o the wants of tho country, are found repeated in
the reports of several of the spectors this year. I do not hesitate
to declare my conviction of its great importance and necessity.

The want of maps, globes, reading-tables and pictures for
object-lessons is also severely felt; and as I suggested in my two
last reports, the only means of providing a supply is the establish-
ment of a depot of such articles, on the plan of that wlich has
e eled so much good 1n Upper Canada. Unlortunately there is no
appropnation of funds for such a purpose. The Councit of Publje
Instruction are also authorised by law to cause school-books, mnaps,
&e., 0 belpubhshed, but to enable its members to fuifil that impor-
tant part of their duties, it is indispensable that a sufficient sam be
placed at their disposal.

Parish libraries also will comtinue 1o be of slow formation, nntil
we adopt the system of Upper Canuda to give it an impulse.

The erection of schoo! ionses on a new plan is become =0 much
the more necessary, as in many places the old ones, built with
insufficient means, wiile the law was being first put in operation,
are either altogether unfit to be inhabited, or is need of extensive
repaits. I have caused a series of articles on this important subject
to be inserted in the « Journal de U’ Instruction Publique,” 100ether
with plans and engravings. But here again the duparlmen?ﬁuds
the want of pecuniary resources. A new apprapration should be
made as speedily as’ possible, and with reference to the mode of
distributing it, Tmust again jnvite the attention of the government
to the suggestivns contained in iny last report.

(7% be continued.)
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MONTHLY SUMMARY.

EDUCATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.

—Ilis Excelleucy, the Houn. Francis Hincks, late Premier of Canada
and now Governur of the Windward Islands, has Lictu for some timic in
Canada. H E. ison his way to England, having left fur x short time
the island_of St. Lucia where he is however to return. Before his
dep:_mur.c His Excellencs recrived from the Board of Council and the
Legislative Assembly most flaviering addresses.  The following extract,
from the Movlreal “Gazelte, shows that the same interest which Mr.
Hincks hias shewn asa Canadisn statesman 1o e cause of edncation is
evinced by him in bis new position :

** Among other questions ¢ chronic disorder with whi-h Mr Hinck.
has had 10 deal, 23 Governur-in-Chief of the Windward Istands, was that
of education. Beforo his day the Lientenant Governor of the Island of
Saint Lucis, Doctor Power, cndenvored to reconcile differences as to
public scb ole between the eatlhiolics aud proteatants of that colony, the
inbabitants of which are chicfly of French origin, but it would appear
tbat bis policy was not supported by the then énvernor—in-Chier, 8ir
Wm. Colebroke. Tt will be seen by the subjoined semnary of an onldi-
naace, that Nr, Hincks has boldly met the difficulty by virtually giving
to each religious body the management of its own schools, reserving,
howerver, to the Government. the right of insisting that the Eaglish lan-

gun&e shall be effectually taught jn all schools supported by public
unds :—

Board of Education to consist of Governor and eight other Commis-
sioners to be named by Governor.

]Governors may suspend such Commissions, pendivg Her Majesty’s
easure,
b Governor to fill up an) vacancies so aused provisionatly.

TFour of the Cominigsioners to bo protestants and four roman catholics,

Board of Education to be divided into two distinct committees,

Such committees to be called # Protestant Comuiittee’’ and © Catholic
Committee.”?

Three members of any such committee to form a quorum to proceed to
busivess.

In the abzence of the Governor at any meeting of either committec,
the senior member to preside.

Appropriation of funds a'lotted to protestant inhabjtants shall exclu-
sively devolve on protestant committee , and in like manner \he appro-
priation of the funds allotted to the catholic inhabitants shall belong to
catholic committee.

Fach separate committee to take measures for promoting the education
of tfl_le people of this Island according to the faith such people may

rofees,
P No such appro;riation to be made for & longer period than 12 months,
nor to exceed the sum at the disposal of the respective committees.

No agsistance to be afforded to any school, &c, in which the English
langusrge is not effectually tanght.

The funds which the present Board of Education inay have at iheir
credit on thie proclamation of this Ordinance, to be carried to credit of
new Board by Treasurer.

—The electors of Berlin have cliosen a schoolmaster for their repre-
sentative to parliament. Herr Diesterweg, the] new representative, was
director of the seminary for the training of uational schoolmasteis
Berlin.

—From two new blue books containing the 24th report of the Com-
missioners of uational education in Ircland, we find that at the end of
1857 there were 5337 schools in operation, an average daily atiendauce
of 268,187 children, the average number in the rolls bring 514,445,
There were 13 districts model schools and 106 uational agricultural
schools  The total receipts of the commissioners amounted to £302,224,
and their expenditure to £289.423.

—The army estimates for the ensuing financiul year were published
on the 15th of February.  Of the £11,586,060 the grand total sum which
the secretary for war will ask at the hands of the House of Cemmons,
the sum of £3245 i3 the item for educationa! and scicntific purposes. Ont
of 73,000 men in the infiuntry of the line including non commissioned
officers, 20,000 can neitlier read nor write, 13,000 can read only, 38,000
can read and write with more or less proficiency, a. d 20,000 are of
superior education. A correspondent of the United Sercice Guz- Ute cun-
plaing, and we think that he has cause to complain that justiee is not
done to the arwy schoolmaster.  For 21 years he is ticd to his work wizh
uo road open for advancement, whereas many recraits instructed by hia
way odbtain high promotion in that time.— Iaglish Journal of Education.

—0On Shrove Tucsday a curions old custom might have been witnessed
by those who chanced to be in the cloisters of Westminster Abbey inthe
vicinity of the school. It is thus described by u correspondent of the
Daily Telegruph :—% At eleven o'clok, when the boys werebusily engageed
constraing Howmer and Virgil, the deputy headle (Barrington) open.d the
door of the school-room and announced thie arrival of— not the Desnand
Chanter in plenis poatificlibus, but—ibe Cook. This important personage
~Talfred, we beliese, by name—attired in theinsignia of office, white can
and apron, thercupon entered the room, bearing inhis hand & farinaccous
compound, popularly supposed to be a pancake, bat suspiciously like a
stalecrumpet.  Poising thiz delicacy artistically on the prongs of a fork
or on a lddle of some sort, with a preliminary twirl or 1wo, the chef at-
tempted to throw it over the “ bar” which divides the Jower aund upper
schools. Unfortunately, lic did not send it over, but it fell on ihe wrong
side, and it is not quite clear that the Head Master (Mr, Scott  will feel
bound to pay him his hvnorarism (presciibed by the statutes) of two gui-
neas in consequence of this deploraple Japsus crumpels. Another incident
in this relinquishment of the pursuit of the Muses for that of a fritter was
the scrambile among the boys for the posseszion of that coveted cempound
on its descent  Whoever catches it, und, having guarded it safcly from
the attacks of his fellows, couveys it to the Dean of Wesuminster entire,
can claim & guinca from that functionary  On Shrove Tuesday the pre-
cious cake was caugbt (for unce in & way) Ly @ town buy named, as we
bieard, dawkshaw, who hid it in bis clothes 35 the Spartan boy bid the
fox, and courageously retained it in spite of the fierce assaults of which
he was the object. He conveyed it at last to the Dennery, where Dr.
Trench no doubt was sitting in full canonicais and breathless anxiety 10
await the issue of the cook’sperformance.  Mr. Hawkshaw wag, however,
refuged payment of the gnines, on the plea that the cuok had not thrown

¢ake aver the bar. und the affair was therefore null and void.
Quick as had becn Nr. Hawkshaw's movements, it wonhl scem that the
Head Naster’s were 102 less so, for that gentlemaw, with & landable re-
gard for the cconomical Qistribution of the Abhey funds or of the Dean'’s



