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EDUC AT 1O1N.

Blographty as a ftleans of Teaching and Tralining.

A PAPER, RfLAD DflFOibf TUE UNITEiD ASSOCIATION OF
SCHLODLMIASTE!1S IN ENGLAND.

Thut th1e story of a fle is, anti ever lias been, sitigularIy attrac-
tive to marn, and tspecially so to the young, ean, 1 thînk, be estab-
lished by a passing reference ta lîistory, * t our ourrent literattir-j
andi ta aur individual experience.

Biography might aptiy be termeti the warp of history. For vrhat
event hias ever beaen recordeti of xvhicli a life was îîoî Ille basis,
andi ini whici a -nun tvas flot the foreg-rounti? To look brick
lipon history is ta look upon a croiwd-umulituous, shifting anti
confusedl; ta undersîint i vhich, ane mnust make a selection andc
procecci ta iuîquiries, thai is, study Biography.

Andti pon stutiying history, wiii it flot appear as though tis
biographicai teaching bail eaver bec»i the mosl canimon anti
influential mnaus by whichi ta convey instruction ? For if, in Ille
primitive times, some vencerable patriatch gathereti araund 1.im his
chiltiren andi his grand chiltiren bcncaîh thc shadow of the Oak, the
olive, ar the palm-Qiere ta inforin tbemn in theirvarieti dulies, anti
emulate there ta virtuous anti noble achievenicnts, svas il t hll li u-
story ai sorte revcret anccsîor, or somehlonoureti anti dislinguisied
contemporary, that kindicti suci unîvantet ire in tire aid mnan's
eyes, and calicti up a carresponding entiîusiasni iii the faces of his

yatfllistenrr? Was it nat by tire recital of samte thrilling

piece f biography, tat it %vouit bc made evident hoir that
p)ecul.iar gifis anti beniedictiatîs alighied upon the conforming
andi the pions, -%vliiic severe andi significant jutigments aver-
look andi brauglit ta rom itz indifTerent, the doaubler, orbte scoffer?
Sa alsa, if tihe sturdy %vatrior sauglit a thitene by %YhicIr ta cheer bir
camrades by the loneiy wvalci-fire, or doare them ta the deadly
breach, was flot the heroism or some miglrty progenîtar th1e %vatch-

wvord andi the incentive ? In Ihet, daes flot ail history go to show,
thant the memory of titose -9who hati madie their lives sublima"
wvas the mosi poiegit chartn by which. ta invoke the inspiration of
tire poeî. rlie eloquctîce of the eratoer, the endurance af the workcr,
anti the valeur of tire brave ? In ail liturature, in ail tradition, tire
impure mytItulogy of tire Greeks, thle hcroic staries of lthe Romans,
tlle indecerît fables uf Ille If imdoos, tae barbarie iays af tire Oels,
anti lte chîvalric minstrelsy of tire mîiddie ages, do life-stories
pretiomutate; ail teem with proper names ; the universai subjeet
appears to be Al1an, andi te nîtîiversal pi edicate some form af tire
verb, la lire.

If we turii to tat purrust andi most alntr strcam of historie lare
-the H-ly Seriptnres-the, poivcr andi prevaience af biographicai
teaching %viil be stili more apparent. ýVhty, 1 sirouit suppose iiat the
Bie, apart frain its higir anti Joiy fonctions as a Divine Revelatiaut,

andi considereti siiuply upon ils monits as a book, wvauid be alliwed la
be anc of the nrost captivaling compositions ever penneti. Notv, ta
what does il owe ils clrarms ? fs it nat ta ils life-stories ? Cannot eacir
ane af us remeraber how that, in aur chiltihooti, ive poreti for hours
aver itLs beautifol narrativcs-how that ive %veto troubîcti at the suifer-
in<'s, anti rejoicei rit the prosperity, of a Joseph, a Davidi, a Jesus, anti
a Eaul. Anti ltoi, 100, that, in spite of ail Ilte littie perpiexities of
uer understandings, arising frona ils Eaistern customs andi super-
naturai eiement, %va alwvays broulit awvay fromi Ihese Bibie-stories
the setilei,. conviction, that conduct which %vas gooti and pure, andi
truc, was, somehow or the other, sure ta came righî rit fast. Anti
wietr ac looks brick nit tirase pleasant tiays, the rhaught arises,-
Surey, if icss werc salt about reading the Bible as a duly anti a
lask, andi mare macle af lte deligkfs andi pleasurcs that attend ils
perusai, mliglt Itot more Bibles bc redeernet from cobwcbs andi
tiosî, nd fewer et seuls perisit for lack-of knowiedge? But let
tirat pass.

.Nat aîîiy as a ilcrary production, but more remarkabiy as a
Divinie Ilevelation, is the btagrapl.tcai tencing af lthe Word af Gati

sinfcamit. To open lils sacreti pages iviti the fîrm conviction
tha 1 t is realiy anti ilerally an insptreti %vork, anti then pracecti ta
examitne iila ils rneîhod, onc must reason thus: ifere the Divine
Wisdoni condescutids ta instruct the duit ignorance of Iris creatures,
ti anc af the mosi difficuli a-id important of subjecîs, anti flore
every precep and every trutir are

IDrsw ont in livitig cbaracter.1)

The Deity teacires by biography-sometimcs by an allegarv,
sometimes by a figurer andi sometimes by a reai lifé-bt alaj's
biographiîcally. 'P~o turt for a moment or tire Io aur current lit-
crature. XVhat are thc books iiat arc îlnsversaiY reat anut relisheti?
Tire books ltai rench lia enti af editions, anti vanider mbi a perfect
babLI af taunes? The books ltaI, pamrpereti in erimsoî and gea,
adoîn thre tlrawtn«-iooms of the greal; or, unccremaniottsly snub-
bcd mbt a coarse paper wvrapper, accompany thc miscellancous


