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Dr. Fairsairx, beyond doubt one of the furemos: theologians in
Britain, in 2 strong and stimuiating ad-lress to Nonconformist students
the other day, gave u glimpse of ihe fortune which raised him from the
obscurity of a Scotiish village to the principalship of Mansfield, Oxford.
““In the momning, during the day, and at night, If I am sitting at home
I feel bound w be at work, and cannot be idle. It is a hard thing o0
wrn one’s house into a workshop, but mark you, it is beuter than te
tum ont’s workshop into2 huese. 1 never saw a morning paper inthe
morning ; never allowed it to enter the house till late in the day ; began
wotk at six in the moming and worked upiotwo in the afternoon, when 1
thought I had carned a fairsight to a f2irrest.  And if it had not been
for wortk begun carly, work well and persistently carvied through, I da
not thuk study in any degree, or work to any degree, would be possible
for me to-day.” And as a resuit Principal Fairbaira is making Non-
conformity at Oxford a thing which no Churchman can afford to look
lofiily upoa or despise.

THE first charge has been made vn the Confession of Faith—a
rattling fusilade. The smokc has hardy clcared away, but already
sounds of the mufited drum, priming guniocks. sharpeaing swords for 2
second attack are being huard. This queriion is up now and will not down.
It may be posiponcg, or shitked. The present time may be inoppor-
wne but a time 1s coming whea the Church will be broughi up face to
face with the question : 1)) our Standards express the living faith of our
Church? A comparison of every maa’s real Confession: of Faith with
the Wesiminster Confession, might cven now show that we arc not as
antiquated as many suppose.  Somce day that conmparison must be made.
The new winc of belicving scholarship is beginning 1o move itsclf in
our nld !?ﬂcs Too tight corking might start fermeniation 2nd cause
a *“burst.

Soxt of eur Canadian thealagians are becoming arvious about thee-
logy in Scatland. D Kcilag:: thinks Gownge Adaa Sniith’s book on
Isaiah, which has been 3o praised by leading Brtish aitics—A. B.
Davidson, Marcus Dods, W. G. Elmslic, The Bretisk 1Fwkly, of afia,—0
¢ not only somewhat aude bt decidedly heratical. I Sanith is anejee-
scntative of modan Scattish thevlory, 1t is th-ught *hat our Church
should have her oy ¢ na the ministers comming across the Asiautic, or the bad
leaven may begin working in Canadua incal. - The sceprre of trzditional
osthodaxy has cridently depasted from the Free Church—ale, if 1 octtain
Scottish Mutual Admiration Sucicty with publishing offices in London
regresents the Free Church.

T Is intercsting, hawever, 10 qudy Time's newenges. Canada used
10 follow Scotland in matiers of doctring, Church polity and practice.
Whatevrer was ot held or practised in mother Churches, was an innova-
tion. Evcrything was looked at throush gray Scotch mist.  Now the
child is getting troubled 2bout the marher.  The good old woman has
been irxeding rapidly of latc, and at her age this is daagerous.  She is
quitc out of dreath mow. It is uscless to tell ber to be calm; in her



