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THE ST. LAWRENCE NAVIGATION.

Our attention is recalled to the important subject of our foreiom
and inland carrying trade, by the recurrence of an exhorbitantly
high rate of foreizn freights, and alw by the prospect of an effee-
tual chock being ultimately established by the American bonding
system.  When it is recollected that the present cost of earrying
a barrel of Hour from Toronto to Liverpool amounts 10 7s. €. ster-
ling, or more than one third of s entire value, and that, late in
the season, even this high rate is likely to be exeeeded, the ad-
vantage of such a check being put to excessive rates muat be ap-
parent to our agricultural friends.  Every shilling added to the
freight of flour is so much taken from the value of thuir produce ;
and of eourse every shilling of reduction obtained by the facilities
now aflorded, of passing that praduce in bond through the States,
is a clear gain to them.  We are well aware that, so soon as the
reduction of duties m Britain takes place, the Western merchants
will not be slow to avail themselves of the New-Yark route 3 but
we do not apprehend any evil consequences to the colony from
their doing so.  The tmmediate result will be a decline in the
rates of inland transportation, and sea-gong freizlt, on the St
Lawrence lme of naviaation, and that to one estent sutlicient to
attract in this direction cargoes enough for a large amount of ton-
nage; and it will be strange indeed, if. during the three years?
continuance of the 4s. duty, we do not retainthe whole of the carry-
ing trade oulwards in its present chanuel.  The modewting ¢f-
focts of the American bonding system will certainly be experi-
enced in a reduced, thoush remuncerating, rate of freishts, and we
congratulate the wmtllers and farmers of Canada on this important
point bcmg‘gm!w«l.

The termination, however, of the propesed three years of pro-
tection, will bring about a new erder of tnin:s. Then, and not 1l
then, will the comparative merits of the New-York and St. Law-
rence routes be fully tested, the value of our gieat lines of internal
conveyance ascertined, and the destinies of our commereral ¢i-
ties fixed. In the struggle whieh will assuredly anse, we fore-
see much advantaze 1o the staple interests of Canada. So nicely
will the advantag s of both outes be balaneed, and so vigorous
we apprehend widl be the competition, that, we have acod reason
ta anticipate such @ reduction in the charge of conveying produce
from the interior of Canada to Enuland, as will wo fur to compen-
sate the loss of Enghsh protection, and enable us to tnomph
in a competition with other foreign markets, It is true that the
merchants of the Lower Proviee, aud more especially of Mont-
real, have something to fear in the diversion of the carrying trade
to, what may turn ont to be, a better channel; but we ace not
among those whoentertain muach fearof losson this score. We can-
nt join in the ery to impase a tax on the Enalish labourer for the
sake of foreing our produce by the route ofthe Ste Lawrence 5 nei-
her do we fear that our direct export trade will be lost when it
ceases to be protected.

We confess that it is no easy task at present to set forth reasons
for this belief which will satisfy every one.  Any inquiry, how-
ever, which is caleulated 10 throw Lizhit on the guestion, cannot
fail to interest our readers, and we shall proceed to make some
caleulations on the cost of forwarding, and observations o the na-
ture of our navigetion, which may at least assist onr readers in
coming to a conclusion, whether favourable or adverse. We must,
however, guard against too rigerous a citicism, by stating, that our
figures can only be regarded as close approvimations to the truth,
and that we do not vouch for absolute, though we claim the mern
of substantial, accuracy.

We shall limit onr attention in the present number to a compa-
risnn of the expense of voyazes from a British port to Montreal and
New Yok respectively.  The latter possesses advantazes both
nataral and acquired tothe level of which we ean never capeet 1o
tise, and the question that we propose eonsequently takes the
for a required by tus adimssion.  How much must the e of
freiits between Montreal and Bntain necessarily execed the
rate of freights between New-York and Botain?  We do not wish
torest the answer to this engairy on merely general grounds, and
the only satisfactory solution we can give isto be found in a de-
tailed estimate of certam charges wiieh vary i these two trad. s,
Ti.ose whicharz the same i both, we do not advertto, as they do
not affect the resalt of our caleulation. It must be premised that
the Canada trade 15 necessanly a spnng and fall trade. It cannot
be donc in midsum:ner, and the carly part of autimn : beeause, in
the first instance, f sprine stupments were delayed the advantage
of the Eughsh markets would bean parg lost, and an additional
risk incurred from the heat of the weather; in the secoud, the
fall shipmeats cannat be got oft very carly, becanse produce of
the new crop does not reach Montreal to any great eatent il Oc-
tober and November.  Estunatmg the charges of spring and €all
voyagas to Montreal separately, we thercfore take the carly
spring voyages, and the average fal} voyages as to season, say
those of the middle and cnd of Qctober.” The example selecied
is a ship of 520 tons register, bult for the trade.
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Spring voyage, Liverpool to Montreal and back, present charges.
[nsurance on hull, spars, &e., @oing and returning, of a ship of

520 tons valued at £15, £7,800at 3 percent, . . £73 0 0
Insurance on ficizht hst omtwards, £1000at 13do. « 15 0 O
No. do, homewards, £1000 at 1do.. 10 0 O
Pilotage below Quebee, upwards, 15§ feet draught,. 13 0 0
Do. do, downwards, 163 do. . 1261
Do. above Quebee, upwands, 158 do. . 8§ 90
Do. do. downwards, 163 do. . 576
Towage from Quebee te Montreal,, « o 0 o o, 91 5 0
Do. Montrezito Quebee, . o ¢ o . . 5210 0

£180 18

Spring voyage from New-York to Liverpocl, and Ladk.

Insurance on ship of same size, £7,800 at 40s.percent, £156 0 0
Do. on freight istoutwards, £86G0ut 2s. p.ocemt, 11 &5 0
Do. do.  homewards, £350 at 175.56d. do. 789
Pilotage, about, .+ . . . . . . . . . . 10 00
Towage,oceasional, « « .« « ¢« o o . . . 15 0 0

£19913 9

Net cost of Montreal over New-York voyage, . . .£281 4 8
Full voyage, Liverpool to Montreal, and back.

Insurance on ship out and home, at 6 p. centon £7,500, £468 0 ©
Do. freight list out, £1000, 13 pereenmt, . . 15 0 0
Do. do.  home, £1.00, 33percent, . 42 0 0
Piotage,asbefore, . . . . . . . . . . . 3819 5
Towageinfully, . . . . . . . £M4315 0O
Add bighterage, lessallowance for towage
saved thereby, « - « o o ¢ .. 00
W3 15 0
L767 14 &

Full voyage from Liverpool to New- York, and back.

Insurance onship out and home, £7,800at 50s. p.cent, £195 0 0
Do. on frerght hist out, £800 at 30s. percent, . 13 10 0

Do. on do.  home,£500 at 203, per cent, 900
Pitotage and towage, asbefore, .+ o v . . 25 0 0@

£U4210 0

L£525 4 5

It thus appears that the voyage to Montreal considerally ex-
ceeds that to New York in actual expense, especially in ihe fall,
and we do not behieve that any reduction of the balance T gaimst
us can ever be made, except in the item of towage, which we
are sure will be reduced, as one of the consequences of the com-
pletion of our great wmland unprovements.

On the other band, 1t may be sad that we have left out of the
reckoming several dmwbacks to the Montreal trade. There is
first the assertion that eatra men are required m the Montreal
over the New-=York trade.  This we do not beheve.  Extra men
may be employed 5 but to navigate a ship eflectually across the
Atlanue, to overcome the difficulties of the English channel, and
enconnter the storms of the Atlantie, requires as efficient a crew
as to navimate the St Lawrence and its gulf, excet in the end
of November and later, which pant of the season we exclude from
our caleulation.  The tonnage of ships employed in the New-
York trade, 1t is said, is greater, and the advantage is thussecured
to them. No doult a few very large ships are found in that tede,
but the average size of regulur traders is not so much greater than
that of our own as to exclude competnion, and by serding our
large barges to Quebee we can have our flour shipped in vessels
as Jarge as the Jargest of the New-York jeviathans, Again, the
Joss of time in the winter is alleged as an objection to thus trade 3
but as the loss is almost entirely a mere loss of interest on the
capital invested, it can but shehtly afiect the calenlation of the
cost of carryn g a barrel of flour ; and we do not see what is to pre-
vent our traders from makimge a winter voyage to some of the
United States ports.  The fact of one of ovr traders having made
a winter « oyage last season to Demerara €1 much longer voyage),
is 3 @ eient proof of what they nmught 2o if they were compelled
to work at lower rates.

Having thus ascertained as nearly as possible the differerce in
the generd expenditure of the two voyuges, we shall now endea-
vour to distribute the extra cost on Montreal carges, so as to
show the extent 1o which the frenht of centain de<enptions of pro-
duce is thereby afiected. The fist ditliculty that meets us in this
attempt is denved from the wncenainty, whether, after the rtes
of intand conveyance through Canada are reduced, any past of the
saving ean be laid on the ontward canzoes of shaps arnving from
Great Britam.  So long as the differential duties operate snunst
the transimssion of British goods through the States, we believe
the whole or newly the whole of the extra cost of the voyases
might be lud on outward freights, We cannot, however, reason
on the assumption of their permanence.  We shall, therefore, ap-
portion to the outward cargo, only a small part of the sum to be

Net cost of Montreal over New-York voyage, . .




