
18S8.J TE CENTENAUY CONFEIIENCE 0FIMISSIONS.

draw togetlier in presenco of a commflofl danger. mhen the .Irk is in
danger, ve forget our tribal standa',rds. and close uip our rankis about
the tabernacle of God, until we touch slioulder to shoulder aid forget
our trib-al allogiance in o7ur anxiety for the treasures of our faith an
hope. Macaulhy says tlîat in presence of men that worship a cow, the
differences bctwecn evangelical disciples become positiyeiy insigrnificait.
ýWe add that to rnagnify and emphiasize thcm tilt thcy becomne sepa-
xItingt barriers and dividing, lines, in the presence of foes that, like
llerodi and Pilate, bccome friends for the sak-e of crushing (3hristianity,
is pcsitiveiy criminai. 1 take no nwrit or credit to niyself thiat in tlhis
grreat conférence I have forgotten mly owfl country and niy father's
liose, and aimost lost rny own identity and denominationai connec-
rjon. In the presence of issues so vast, and perils so tremendous, anýî
ivork so hereulean, and foes so colossal, all has been driven from my
mmdý save th~e faet that; I arn a servant of Ood, and arn standing witli
Cther servants of God, watching the imperative signais of I-lis hand iii

the crisis of the opportunity of the ehurcli aud the destiny of the
-woid. And if, in presence of suchl an enermy on the one liaud and
the Jehovah of the covenant on thie other, I could not forget ail eise
buat this, that -we have one Lord, one faith, one baptisrn, one comrnon
caus,,e, hiope, and home, 1 shouid doubt whethier, after ail, I arn a dis-
ciple. À muan whylo, in suci a1 presence, magniffie- his denomination is
only a foss.lized ecclesiastic-a, mere mumrny.

In connection witli this necessity of dloser feilowship, one other im-
pression this conference, has graven on xny hieart, and that of many
others, as wÉitii the pen of iron and the point of adamaant: The voice of
God to-day commands active co-opei-t ionj7 amnong disciples in mission

wok.iere for te-r days we have muet frorn every quarter and every
evanigelicai branchi of the grea -t Churchi Catholic, and not a discordant
note hias been sounded. Brethren xnay dwell together in unity, mnay
tilk freely and frankly of things in which, there is wide difference of
opinion, and yet feel one heart-beat of responsive syrnpathy. This bar-
rnony of feeling and concert of action wouid continue if tme contact and

fdlwsiip could continue. But there is danger that when we separate,

diversities of sphere, denomiànational view and practical working may
leave the way open for misap-prehiension and possible conflict. Can we
not perpetuate this contact and preserve this fellowship ? The con-
ferene bas bound itself by wholesorne restralintq not to open the door
to resolutions. But even wbolesome restrictions nmust not become a
yoke of bondage.

I arn fuliy per.suaded that there i- at ieast one way in whichi we may
preserve certain links of contact and co-operation. \Vo have spent
Iours upon the discussion of missionary coznity, and in it ive were
touching the very core of practical mission problenîs. :Now the only
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