
THEI PRINCIPLE 0F CHIRISTIAN 'MISSIONS. MR,

Str"roprosentLative of our Ainerican Sunday-Sclîools, lias for xnany
years been miakiing its aimal visits ivith over-widening beneficial. results.
The Bible dleclares that man is inade ini the imnage of God, and ils sucl
is capable of redemption;" andl the wonda'ous transformation is going on
before our eyes ; this is the twofold andi unianswcrable vindication of the
rcvasouableness of our cîîdcavor.

3. Ilerc the question may bc raised, Is thore auy necessity for inter-
ference ivitlh other religionis auJd civilizations, for ani active and oran-
ized propagandisnî? Why not trust to the inherent forces of huinanl
nature, iin the confident assurance that tiiese will bc sufficient, ulti-
mately, to renew the face of the earth? The laiw of progress is elastic;
whly seektf0reduicit to rigid unliforrnityiiii methiod and iresult? Why
not beave China, Judia. and Africa, to work out their owvn regyeneration
iu their ownl wav, as ive hiave don(,? Becanse ive havc not donc il; be-
caus,:e our Anglo-Arnerican civilization owes its origi n, its cnergy, its
coniquering superiority, to clemneuts that were brougflit into it by tlic
missionaries of Christianitv. liuil they caine, our aneestors were ignor-
ant, superstitions. cruel. That huinan nature is under a constitutional
law of ethical progrcss is the purest of assumptions, contradictcd by ail
etlinic testimiony. Ail history shows that until the time, of Christ the
moral degeneracy of the world was rapid, continuous and universal
and siixce then, the patlî lias been an upward one onfly for thoseý nations
wlio have received the Gospel. Elsewierc the duarkness still deepens,
and ilo native proîiiets appear, clear of visic and st.rong of lîand, to
hiftthlemillionisfrom thie grave of s;piritual death. The Bra-hmo Soma[j
of India, unider the leadership of K-eshub, Chunder Seun, bas seemed
to net a few l>rol)letic of a, near national selîf-regeneration. It repliai-
ates alike Cliristianity aud ilinduiisin, preseîîting as its creed a stranige
mixture of Orientail philosopliy and Christian ideas. It remnds one of
the aueient Guosticisin, ini which both Christianity and tlic Greek phi-
losopliy were supposed to have found their higuer interpretation and
final reconciliation. The Indiail gniosticismi finds its Cliief va«.lue in tlie
confessioni that flie Eat.ueeds zt new religrion. National pride suce-
cumbs with Iifiieu-tltv it à ould save at least a few fragments froun the
ruins of the Indian temiples. incorp>oratiing tlîem wvith the, new Christ-
ianity to wli iclî Asia is to give birth ; but flic stone bas smittcn tlie colos-
.sal image of Indianl lientheuism, anil tiiere eau bc no cessation ini thc
iniglîtv moral and spiritual revolution until the Clîristianity of tlic New
rIeLstanie~t, is dominiant flirougylout thec grvat. peninsula. And -what
India ncet3s, 1 Jap nd uJ('ina aJAf' mu.st have. Thcy wvil1 not re-

geerte tlieanselves,. Tîe forces requisite t4) produce, suieli a, result are
Inot bodged i luimax nature. Thev iust coin(- fromn above. Thecy mnust
he Carricd a.bro,,ad 1iy those iwho liave benî made partakers of thec hcavenly
ligflît zind life. The Gospul of Christ, in our hands. is the fiaxning
torch that isi to diesipate the~ world's; darkness, and the mighlty InM-
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