2 The late Rev. JohnZKier, D. D. Jan.

has left no partien’ar record of what he has done. ITe kopt no jour-
nal of his carly toils, and with the humility 0(" his character, he
made little veference to what he had done, and in consequence his
life can be very imperfectly written. But his labors aro written on
the face of the country, in tho moral wilderness rejoicing and blos-
soming as the rose.  Such facts however as wo have been able to
glean Tegarding his life, we shall hero reeord.

II. PARENTAGE AND YoOU.llL

The Rev. John Keir was born at Buchlyvie in the parish of Kip-
on, Stirlingshire, Scotland, on the 9nd February 1780. Ile was the
cldest of the family, which consisted of two sons and a daughter.—
The daughter died after reaching maturity, and shortly after her
marriage, and the other son has long since preceded him to the eter-
nal world. ITis parents, whose names were John and Christiana
Keir, were very piouns people.  The district in which they then re-
atded, was one of the carliest in which the Secession had gained a
footing, the congregation there being an offshoot of the Rev. Ebene-
rer Brskine's at Stirling. The people of this parish had been dis-
tinguished for their attachment to the Solemn League and Covenant
in the bloody days of Lauderdale and Claverhouse, and some of
them had suffered and bled in the cause of Svotland’s covenated re-
formation. At the vixe of” the Secession, when corruption and tyr-
anny were gaining the ascendency in the Church of Scotland, they
strongly sympathized with the contendings of the Secession fathers,
and cheerfully cast in their lot with them. For ten years, many of
them were to be found travelling thivty miles every Sabbath to en-
joy the ministrations of Ebenezer Erskine, till their own number,
and the increase of preachers in the body, led them, along with their
brethren in the neighboring parishes of Balfron, Drymen, and Kil-
maronock, to set up a tabernacle for themselves near the centre of
the parish of Balfron. They continued to form part of this congre-
gation till the year 1752, when they erected their own place of wor-
ship at Buchlyvie® This congregation it may be mentioned, pro-
duced a large number of the early ministers of the Secession. To
it belonged, from a very carly period, the parents of the subject of
this memoir, and so far as Dr. Keir knew, their parents before them;
30 that by his ancestry he was connected: with the Secession from its
origin, and at its very fountain head.

When he was about a year old, his parents removed to Balder-
nock, a few miles distant from Glasgow. Here they became mem-
bers of the congregation of Duke St., Glasgow, then under the sup-
erintenderce of the Rev. Mr. Ramsay, and afterward of the Rev. Dr.
Mauter, then in connection with the Antiburgher Synod. It may bo
mentioned that, such was their zeal in attending upon ordinances,
that they at one time walked regularly cvery Sabbath, between se-
ven and eight miles, to attend upon the preaching of the word.—
Under these ministers Dr. Keir was brought up; in that congrega-
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