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lias loft no partieu'ar reeord of wbat hie bas clone. Ire kzopt no jour-
nial of' lus crytoils, and wi tli the IiiuuniliW. of bis ebaracter, hoe
muade littie refýrûncc Io what lie lad dlonce, and iii consequcuce bis
life eau beo very iimpcrfbetly writtcn. B~ut bis labor-s arc writtcul on
the faeo of the country, lu tho moral wilderîiiss rqojoieiing and blos-
jolning as tho rose. Siueh llets howcvcr as ivo ha.ve bocen able, to

ganregarding hi.s lite, we shial liore record.

H1. PARENTAOE AND YOU'.ýf

The 1?ov. Johin iKeir mis borai at l3ucblyvie iii the parish of Kip-
pon, Stirlingshire, Seotlaud, on the '2nd Febriuarv 17î80. l14e wvas thc
eldest of tlleè flunilv , wb)iehi eonqisted of two sonis and a daqghtr.-
l'le dangbiter dlied afler reuhn~mtrtand sbortly after lier
inarriage, lund the otber son lias longr since, precoee him to t1w3 eter-
mil ivorld. Ilis par-ents, wbose mnies wero Johin aînd Christiana

1~iwerc very pions poople. The distr-ict iu wbiieh they thon rc-
U(ld Nvas one of ilie earliest in which the Setession hiad gained at
footing, tbc eongregation thei'e being an offsboot of the iUev. Ebeno-
xer Eý1skinc's atiln. The leofflo of this parisli bad beelî dis-
tiiigutislîcd foir tlîeir a.tt.aý1imeiit to thieSolemui Ljongue and Covenalut
in tbe bloody days of *Lautderda-le anîd Claverbious, and soine of
themi had stifl*ere(l and ble-d in the mause of Seotland's eovciate(l re-
formation. At the î'ise ol* the Se(cession, wlion corruption and tyr-
aîuny werec gainirig thc ascendeney iî tho Churelî of' Scotland, they
4tron'gly syznpachized wvltlî the etcdgsof the Seces-sion flîthers,
and éeeerful1y east in tlîcir lot withl thein. For, ton years, inanv of
tlieun woe to bc foundi( travelling thirty mile-, every Sabbath toý en-

,oy the ministrations of Ebenezer *Erkiuczii, tili their owii numiber,
an, the inereaso 0of preneliers in tic bod(y, led theni, along with theit-
brctbren iii the iieighlboring parishes of' Baîfrion, l)irrnen, and Xil-
unaronock, to set up a tabernacle for thenîselves near tlit, centre of'
flic parishi of Baîfron. a'bey contifluO( to fbrni part of this congre-
gation tili the year 1752, w-heu tbey erected their own place of wvor-
sïliip at J3uîel ilyvie.* This eongrregation. it; inay bo mentioned, pro-
dtuecd a largo nunîber of thc earl-e- ministers ot* the Secossion. To
il, beloncd, froin. a x-ery car-ly 1)eriod, tho p)arents of the subjeet of
this ierno r, aind so fhr as ir. Rcir knew, her pretýs before thcma;
.io that by b)is aneestry lie wfas conneeted- witli the Secessioii from its
origi, and gat its veryfuaihad

Whoun lie -was about a yeatr oud, his parents rernoved toBad-
iîoek,ý a fcw miles distant front Glasg-oi. Ilcre 1heyx becamo xnorn-
bers of the congregation of' Dukle St.) Glas,çow, thon îîndor the sup-
3v,1iatendenco ofntie 1Rev. Miv. Ramisay, of atrwr 0fthe, Iev. Dr.
AIuter, then iu couriecetion with the Antiburgbor Synod. It may bo
zuent;olned thet. sncbi wIas their zeal lu att .eudirug( uipon ordinances,
th11at tbeyv at lee timo walked 1regull.y cvory Saýbbath, betwecn se-
ven and cighit mailes, to attend upon tbc preacbing of the -%ord.-
Under theseo ministors Dr. Ncir -was brougbit up; in thaýtcoge-
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