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Tue last numbor of Dalkousie Gazette
attomipts to vindicate the chamcter of
its unfortunate ** Valedictorian,” who
by giving tho truth such a wide murgin,
has drawn duwa upon his * Littls” head
the anathemas of ull truthloving persons,
The Guzelte says, ‘ Woe have been in-
formed that tho statement was based upon
gome remarks made by a recent graduate
of Acadia to the oftect that no text-book
in Grook or Latin composition is regular-
ly used at that college, and that instruc-
tion in these branches is pursned oraily,
and at irregular intervals” Now who
that graduate is we are not informed.
In some respects, ho seems to have a
striking resemblauce to the ¢ valedicto-
rian.” 'We can, however, inform the
Gazette that text-books are regularly
used in the Freshman and Sophomore
years, and that in the Junior year the
clagsical Professor prepares his own ex-
ercise. By referonco to our Celendar,
which 7s followed to the very luiter, not-
withstanding the Gazelle quibble about
“ Livy in toto,” it will be scen, that in

the Treshman year Arnold's Greek, and
Harkness® Latin, are used semi-weekly,
and in the Sophome.o, Arnold is used
in both.

Although the Gazefte admits that the
clnrgo was too sweopmg, it proceeds by
a specious of arguing peculiar to itself,
to subutantiate it, and, First, “The towr
of fury and fierce denial with which it
hag Leen met “looks ” suspicious.” TFor
our purt wo havo scon but little * fury
and fierconess.” Theo fulschood has beon

‘denied; what less could have been expect-

cd?

Secondly, they have recoived informa-
tion from various sources that classical
studies are on the wane at Acadia.
Thoy admit that she was once famous
as a classical institution, but “a great
change has taken place during the past
fow years”

Now wo think this is simply contemp-
tiblo, although it is an old trick of the
Gazelle, making statements like the above
on hearsay evidence. It is certainly be-
neath the dignity of college graduates to
descend to such base means as this, iz
order to defame another institution of
which they ave jealous, because it is so
far ahead of their Alma-mater. We, at
Acadia do not claim perfection.  Our
Guvernurs and faculty are sensible of
defects in some dopartinents, as for in-
stance that of modern languages, but wo
are to have that claim filled by a separate
profussur next year. M the Gazette
would take our Calendar and show up
those real defects, it would earn our
thanks. Such would be a more honor-
able course of action, than to level its
false asswumptions against a department
for which Acadia has always been famous,
and in which sho is yemly becoming
moro thorough. Tho institution in which
their most talented professor received his
cducation, and in which he had charge
of the classical degartment for a consi-
derable time.

* The third point arged in support of
¢ valedjctorian’s” charge, is tho assertion
that “ the statements of the Calendar (of
Acadia) cannot bo taken at their face
velue,”  This utterly groundless charge
against our Faculty only “xneeds to be
mentioned that it may be despised.”

Lastly they mention the ¢ challenge”
as proof conclusive that ro Greck and

Tatin compasition is studied at Acadia.

This is evidoutly a poser (1) If this branch
roceived its due sharo of attention at
Acadia, hor freshmen would nover have
had the audacity to callenge Dalhousio's
seniors. Strange logic. Our froshmen
know what thoy wero about, and wo
imagine guessed protty noarly the reason
why their challenge was not excopted.
Neither they, nor wo, nor the public, be-
lioved that the absence of Dalhousic's
professors, or the dispersion of her
studonts was the chief reason why it was
not accupted. They Anew that some
moditication of their “proposal” could
have been accepted , and when the chal-
longe was sent they expected it would have
been, Tho Quzetfe ndmits that if Acadia’s
graduating class had sent a clallenge at -
a stitablo time, such activn would have
goue far to refate _he charge in question.
We may remark that whon they defeat
our freshmen, it will be timo cnough to
speak of that,

But the “challonge” has beon g hard
pxll 'for Dathousio to swallow, The
nolitical press has given her a bard tiie
about it. Wo know they are writing
under the Scorpion-whip, which the
Recorder and other papers so mercilessly
applied. "Wo know thicy fecl sore aboud
having to back out so cowardly from the
contest, but since they are dvwn wo shall
stand aside until they again succeed in
gaining their feet. Valedictorian has,
we fear, guod reason for avoiding the
truth, it is tuo sacred fur him, it would
be contaminated by his touch.

Toe youthful collegiate institution

‘which holds its six months scssions in

the dingy old bnilding, erected by Lord
Dalhousic in Halifax would like, if
possible, to be considered the only collego
in Nova Scofia, worthy of the name.
Now we cannot object to Dalhousie prais-
ing herself, although it would be wrore
seriptural, as the theologians say, to “let
amother praise thee,” provided that other
could bo found, than to be eternally
exclaiming, qreat is Dalhousic of the
Presbyterians! Butwe do object to their
descending to base and Jibellous means in
order to advance their oivn interests to
the disparagement of other institations,

Scarce could a more dastardly, coward-
1y act bave been performed by the lower



