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The Lecture of Mz, Fairbairn contains a rapid
and able skotch of the arguments for the genuine-
ness of the Holy Scriptures; and he deduces
theirauthenticity from their gennineness. Sote o
our readers may require to Leinformed that these
terms are applied to the Lloly Scriptures, and also
to other writings, in @ somewhat techmeal mean-
ing, We quote Mr. Fairbairn’s explumation of
them,

“To prevemt all ambiguity, what we meanby their
being genuine is, that they are uue aud verabie pro-
ductions—-not forged or falsified documents, but weat-
ten substantially as they now appear, at the time and
by the persons they professto be; and by their bung
authentic, we mean that the atiisin wous they manc
and the facts they record are not feizned but real ;
and that they arc to be depended vn as sound ad com-
petent sources of informatvn,—>v thatihe sngusy be-
fore us divides itself into two ditinct parts. inthe
fiest of which we arc to prove that the bouks of Scrip-
ture, to use the words of another, * were writicn in the
age 10 which they are usually assigned, and by the
authors to whom they are cumlnuxﬂ): atinbated, and
that in the course of their transmission to us, they
have suffercd no material corruption;” ard n the
second, that the anthors of thuse hovks © wrote what
they believed to be true, and posessed :ullhcx:'llc in:
formation on the subjects of which they wrote,” #

To prove that the books of Scripture were writ-
ten in the ageto which they are usually assigned,
and by the authors to whom they are conumnonly
uttributed 5 and that inthe course of thir trans-
mission to us, they have suffired no material cor-
ruption, the Lecturer states and illustrates the fol-
lowing arguments :~First, thet the Scriptures
bear intérnal marks of genuinenesg=~their lan-
guaga, styleand #llusionsbeing entirgly proper and
cousistent, and such as could not be counterfeited.

2, “There is éuch an immense number of man-

uscript copies of the sacred wrtings, and some of,
these of such high antiquity, as to adord an abun-

dant proofof their genuineness.” .

3, «There are verstons made into various lans |1

guages, and which have been handed down to us
along with the original Scriptures.”

4, “The character and circumstances of those
by whom the Scriptures have been transmitted to
vsaflord 2 security against counterfeits and cor-
ruptions, inasmuch as that they have been in such
astate of’ rivaley or hostility to cach other as for-
bade any collusion. 8o it was with the Jews and
Samaritens ; and amoangst the formery with the
rival sccts of the Pharisecs aud Sadducees.”

5, The fifthand last proof is, ¢ the referencesand
allusions made to the Scriptures by authors who
Jived near and subscquent to the time of their pub-
lication, the quotations expressly made from thein
bythese authors, andthe works written uponthem.”

— )
» *Pay lar on the teananission of Auclent Works, p, G, with
elight aitcémions,

FVIDENCES OF RRVEALED RELIGION,

We quote a part of Mr. Fairbairn's allustration
of this last topic as a fair specimien both of the ar-
gument and of his mode of treating it.

* But to come to the New Testament Scriptures,
which, if recetved as genuine and authentic, may be
said to carry alung withthem the genuineness and au-
thenticity of those of the Old Testament—to these
Jiere B> two fold series of references, both of the
most _complete and satisfactory kind,  ‘There are
fitst the testimonies of heathen authors; not mere.
ly the passing allusions of such authors as ‘Facitus and
Suetunius, to the facts ot guspel mstory, relerred to by
thounncidentally in their stories ol Rotnan trans.
actions, but the testimunies of such men as Celsus,
who wrote a book against Chrisuanity, only about lov
years after the guspels and most of the books of the
New Testam at weie written, who there refers w
these gospels and ackunuwledges then to have been
written by the fisst disciples of Jesus—makes such
quotations froar them and particulanizes sv minutely
the fucts recorded inthem, asto put it beyond a doubt
that the gospels then in use were the very same with
thuse wehow pussess; and Porphyry, whointhe third
centiny cadeavoured to da what Celsus had auempt-
ed in l{lc second—like him alsy in the course of hs
work against Christianity, of which a few frag.
ments only remain, refercing familiarly to the names
and quating the very words ot the Evangelists as we
still have them, and in the next century, the empe-
ror Julian, who in like mnanner notices, in the surviv-
ing fragments of his work, our present gospels and
the Acts of the Aposiles as writings well known and
of authority with theChristians. These confessions,
from the pens of acute and learied adversaries,; are
of the highest importance in dctermining the genu-
iiness ol & portion, at least, of the New Testament
Seviprures; proving as they incontestably dv, that the
same gospels, which are current now in the Christ-
1an chyreh, were current then ; andthatnodoubt even
then was entertained ot could be thrown upon their
soundness and integrity as genuine productions.”

“The other series” of festisnonies consfsts of the
writings of Christian authors, in which arc to be
found innuncrzble references io the buoks of Scrip-
wre, and from which way be drawn an unbroken
chain of cevidence from the apostles downwards, in
aupport of therr genuineness.  We are able to pro-
duce; of this class, the episiles of Barnabas and Cle-
ment, both of them the fellow-labourers of tae apostie
Paal, in which they once and again rvefcr to the gos-
iels as acknowledged Scripture, and quute from them
m the very words which we still- find in ihem; the
cpistles of Ignatius, who flourished while some of the
apostles were still living, and the epistle of: Polycarp,
who had been tanght Ly the apostles and coniversed
with many who had scen Christ; in the former of
which are various quotations from the gospels, while
in the latter, short as it is, there occur no fewer than
foniy clear allusions to the gospels and the epistles of
Paul; the writings of Justin R‘ianyr, who was con-
verted to Christianity before the middle of the second
century, which are filled - with réferences to most of
the books of the New Testament ; then, to omit others
of inferior note, we have, still in the sccond century,
the five books or lrenus against heresics, in which all
the historical books and fuurtecn of the epistles are
cxpressly named and referred to esauthorities; and the
volnminons works of Tertullian, of which it has been
said by a most competent witness, that they conlin
* perhaps more and longer quotstions of the small vol- -
amnc of the New ‘T'estament, than are to be found of
all the works of Cicero, though of so uncommon cX-
cclicnee for thought and style, in the writers of all
characters for several ages.’t °

1 Lardner’s Credibitity, vol, . of 1ia elition, of il ofSve.



