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theless, whatever may have been the in-
tention of Jesus, it is quite evident that
this Linguage, and this very concern,
should make a most sorvow ful impression
upon the heart of this tenler mother.
What a chanze waus it not for her 2 Ah!
whatever mizsht be the qualities of a
stranger, however wortay he might be
of esteem and afiection, it is not at the
moment when a mother loses a son, (an:d
what a mother, what a son!) that she is
tobe told to transfer, or at least to ex-
tend hermaternal affection toanother —
Nevertheless, that is what took place a.
the footof Calvary.  For the word of the
Man-God is not hke that of a mere man,
a simpleand ineflvctual recommendation.
It is a word as efficacious as that which
created the world, as that which formed
the hearts of the mother and the son,
and which producing therein the very
thing which it signifies, inspires Mary
with & new and maternal aflection for
St. John, aad St. John with a new and
filial afiection for Mary.  And from that
moment, as he himself tells us, the dis-
ciple took her for his own, and treated
her as his mother.

Happy disciple ! how sweet in the
midst of afiliction must have been to
your ear this word of a master who loved
vou ! this word wnich sclected you for
Mary, in place of Jesus, to he the bro-
taer and the snceessor of Jesus, the son
and the consoler of Mary!  Such there-
fore is the reward of your purity, of your
love for Jcsus, and above all, of that he-
vo fidelity to him which you displayed,
by following him with his holy mother,

the loot of the cross, when lus
other disciples had abandoned him!

Happy are we also, christians! happy
is our fot! For itis not with St. John
ulone that the heart of Jesusis concern-
ed, but with all those whom he did not
disdain to call his brethren. With St.
John, snd in his person, are included all
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the apostles, and all the faithful whom
Jesus bestrws =schildren to Mary, ac-
cording to the unanimouns declaration of
the fathcrs —Mary is the mother of all
tire faithful, but more especially, more
affectionate!y, more maternally of those
who initate the purity of 8t John, ana
his love for Jesus, and who like biun  ac-
company Mary to Calvary, and  sympa-
thise with h~r in his sufferings :

Fond mother! thou, whose love was love iu-
deed!

Oh'! give e by one sweet, resistless prayer,

F\Whilst meditations sees thy Jesus bleed,

i In thy vast agony of ariet'to share !

Give me, in loving Christ. my Goid, iny All,

To feed the ever glowing, sacred flame!

And whilst vnwearied at his shrine I fall

To make nis love my sole, iny glorious aim!®

Let us make another reflection: The
holy fathers, and particularly St. = A-
gustine, have not failed. to present this
word of Jesus on the cross to his mother,
as an example and instruction for all
children, that even to their last breath,
and in the midst of the greatest cuffering
they should remember the authors of
their existence, and furnish them wih
all the consolation in their power. Let
us add, that the words addressed by Je-
sus to his faithful disciple, from the
summit of his cross, is an example and
cinstruction to all friends. Hence, as
our friends attach so much importance
to the last recollections, and particularly
to the last words of a dying friend, a d
as they feel so creat a pleasure in re-
cathng them to memory, we owe them
‘this consolation, for the enjoyment we

i:ave experienced in their friendship. It
}would be hard-hcartedness and ingrati~
| tude toneglect them on our death-bed-
' —-But according to the example of Jo-
| sus, let not our {riende nor even our pa-
rents, obtain precedence of our eane-
| mies.
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