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As a charitable man. you netually beheve thatjevery way, thas their Swiss or German neighbowrs,
the priests do no illin the confessional ; as a phi-['T'he morality of Irisn females is proverbial ; and
lnmphci, yvoil might easily bave satisfiedl \ourenll‘ ot many sessions back, 1t was lauded by Lond
that they cm <c'1rco|y do any. This position is \on,nnby in the Houseof Lovds, and in the Com-
easity proved.  In page £8of your Snteresting littie {mouns by Lovd Morpeth., [ am loth to speak dispa-
work, you tel” us that, while at St. Malo, von mt-lnn"ly of y countrywomien, but this I must say,
nessed the ceremony of a ' first communion.”—!that, albeit they do not tread ou the ** dangerous
“ There were" yon say, “upwards of 500 young: stcrs of the confessional. were covenanting disci-
people present on the occasion, of which (u)ly two'pline still in torce many of them would be tio stran-
thirds were girls.”  Now, these two thirds of the gers toa certain piece ol Chiurch furniture so formi-
whole number, or say 300 girls must, by way of, d'\blc to their grandmother: A sample ot the laxity
preparationfor the first conimumon whlch you saw o(nmr.\ls, cven among the higher classes so preva-
have been each at cenfessionat least twa or three lent i Bngland, may be found in the February
times, probably much oftener. 1f; therefore, the nmnhet of Colburn’s * New Monthly.”. Anauthor
confessional be so very bad a lhm" and a thing so, “in that periodioal, who styles Imself “an old di-
dangzerons as you imagine, would tlw fathers aml plomaust,” and who writes the ¢ Seeret Hxator\' ot
mothers—the nncles and aunts—the clder brothers ' the Court, Ministry and times of George LV, says,
and sisters of these guls -have allowed them to ap-}“it may not hbe amiss to tell you th'\t Jmlousy s
roach its siippery stopO All of them must at one rankliag tooth hurts not the Houn G. W. ; he amuses
time bave made thewr first communion, Irke the himself with a litte fiesrante from ~ the operi
voung follk whom you beheld with mnch edlﬁc't-:“ hilst his wife regularly attends her devotions at
tion ,—-all of thzm must, then, and perhaps many | House, when the gatlant MArGIIs 1S in 10w,
a thue sinee, have been at confession. ‘I'’he dan-,and his wife either at toilet or in bed.  Conjugal
gers of the confessionel, ifany really existed, must‘mﬁdelllv, in the middle ranks, though fraught
}nve been long ﬁxmllmr to them. 1In that case, do:with unieasiness, to the faslnomblc world is consi-

vou think thcy would have allowed these inuocent |dered a mere !r:ﬂc of ton.

httle ones to rush into such imminent danger ?—
Would a tender mother send her spatless child to
the*foul place you take the confessional to be, if
experience had taught her to judge of it as you do?
No, Sir; anything half so atrocious could not be.
Bat, the fact is, the confessional is everywhere a
school of virtue. Iivery mother in France knows
it to be such—every mother in }rance knows it to
be snuch for herself, and hence, when training her
dauvghters to wall in virtue’s path, she sends them
to seek instruetion where, in her youth, she found
it herself,—on the * dangeroussteps’ of the confes-
sional. Then, in the fathers, mothers, and other
relatives of the 300 girls \\'hom you saw around the
altar at St. Malo, you have so many withesses to
the perfect harmlessness, or to speak more correctly,
{o the utility and morality of the much slandered
confessional. Were the confessional half so inju-
rions to society as many Protestants imagine, it
would be held in greater horror than the guillotine
itsclf,—or like our Scottish cutty-stool ;—it would
long ago have beeen langhed out of tashion.

We have, however, another, and a still more tan-
gible proof of the salutary cffects of the institution
inquestion. Itis to be found in the superior mo-
rality of those who frequent the confessional. I
have no hesitation in saying, that as a general rule,
the fair sex is more virtuous and pure in Catholic
than iu Protestant countries. L. Maroutti, who is
no lover of Catholic’.m, nobly vindicated, not long
ago, ina London monthly paper, the much traduced
ladies of Italy.  Sir Humphrey Davy declared the
Catholic peasantry ot Tyrol to be more virtuous, in

Il gives a spirit to,and
diffuses a brilliancy around a character.”

Rampant as vice is among oursclves in Britait,
things are much worse in this respect w tiye purely
Protestant countries of the north of Lurape.

Itis to Germany and the kingdom of Sweden,
that [ can safely refer you to the most lamentable
samples of female delinquency. Lock, for instance
at the state of morals in this last mentioned coun—
try whete Catholicism is rot so much as tolerated.
Pagan Gieecce or Rome could scarcely furnish a
paraticl to the almost incredible degradation of the
buman form divine in that anti-popish fand. Our
countryman, that henest traveller, Mr. S. Laing,
will tell you this better than I can do. I will im-
mediately lay before you the words of this candid
writer : but, first, yon will be kind enough to ob-
serve, that the clergy of Sweden is a married
clergy, numerous, wealthy, and influential, They
are saidte be men of much education, and in things
spiritual they are lords and masters fiem onc end of
the kingdom te the other. They do not, however,
require their people to go to confession ; and, if
immorality prevails among them to a most lamen-
table amount, this mnust be owing to somethmg clse
than those ¢ dangerous steps” w huch, in southern
Europe leads to The confessional. Mr. Laing, on
winute enquiry, finds that in Sweden the number
of illegitiniate births is proportionately greater
than in France or England. Stockholm is beyond
comparison more depraved than Paris or England.
In Parisonly one eut of five births is xllegltamate,
while in Stockholm one child of every one-and a



