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ing to see fiemn <'oie out at the front door. A1 grcat
bird soared over tic trc and Christv' watchced it skii*
iig ilie air tili it disappeared friii sighit beyond the
ii. ''Hien a flock of shiepl) asscd down the road, and

lie got up and leatied over Ille fenice lookiîg afcer tbieîî
nill they, werc ouit of siglit. %%*lien lie %vent hack t0
Ilis scat undur UIl tree, the talk, in Ille sitting-roonil had
ceased, and, lîreti>' soon, looking over thc fields, Christy
sawv the twills cliînbing thc Stone %wall across Uhe iowinig
lot.

- liv, tliey %vent ont of the side door and neyer told]
Ile i ail," lie said. 'I'bn lie began 10 cry, but stoppcd
directly, and ,tarted t0 ruil after theni.

Thie artist lm:s made a. plaint study of Chiristy as lie
lookced tit stininier day iii the coinfortablc butî rustir
costutme thlat littie boy% iii the country %vore at duiat tillie.
Hlis piunîp feî and ankiles wcere bire below bis little
bîie jean trousers, and lie iwore a round, lonig-sleeved
apron of lu.h:edgingliani, starchied and ironed
sîmoothlv. for \iotmer Brown always kepî lier littie imov
clean :uid tidy, liowvvŽr buisy she ighîli bc. I-lis big
straw biat, set far back on Ilis hca(l, inadc a fraîiie for lus
innocent face- a rouind btud of a nîoutb, a little nose
sîîrinikled with frecklcs anîd big broîvn, hionest eves.

Christv %vas îîot think-
ing aI ail of lus looks r
lus clotmes as lie scramhilcd
over Ille f':nice, and rail as
fast as bis littie legs would
carry inii across Ille lot
after UIl girls. Th'ey î%Yere
so far iii advance that
Cbristy cotild flot possibly
have overtakim tlîem if
thcv hiad flot stoppcd to
pick soine raspberries
wbich ivere bianging. ripe-
red, on a buish by the pas.

tu Thll 1!ey wcre start-
in- 10 o o imi CbrTis.ýy
alppca.rcd before tilenui, rosy
and panîîng froîn lus liard

VliClîristy Broinvii!
said D)cla, ratîmer siîarplv. .5~ ~

WlAtil you follow uis
for ?" ....

' - vanter go 10 tlle
p)iciiic," paîîîcd Christv,
"aloilg wvith yom and J ulia.

Buit you c.111't Co." t.~ .. ~
said l)clia. Il %Ve cani'î

Uni1e.
Il'. aî ,irls' picnic. T1hicrc
îvolî't be a boy tlierc-iiot
a sileI boy."

1 li icars gaîhlercd iii
('brîsty's cycs. 1

Ill'il bc real good. 1 won't niake at bit of trouble,"
lie 1 lecld.

Itulia's tenîder lic;irt reproacbied lier %vlîcn sbe saîv
('bristy's tears.

Il)oi't cry, Chirissy-boy," she sa'ud soothingly. '<\V'elll
brin- you soine nice thigs frorîî the îîienic. Go back
houle, like a good little boy, anîd Fil give you iii>' chinla
wveaier.nîanti %vhieti 1 coule home to.ighët."

IVes, go righit along ba.ck," clîiînd iii l)lia. (le-
c.idcdIlv. " We caîî't Ict vou -o. Now if vou niakc a
fuiss l;)ouî it 1*11 tell inotmer llov you bothler uis."

Cbristv turned back, itli a drcadful pain anîd dis'
apl)ointincnt svl in h is lieart. liTe could hîardly sec

ivliere lie %vas goinig, tlle tears maiule so famst. W1'bile thue
twvills iiurried on1 iliir îvay lie SIONvly stuiibled across the
pasture, crept over a %vaîl, tuniîbled (lovii the other side
mbt a lied of brakes andi fcrnts, and la>' there, sobbiiig,
b)rokeciîi-lcartedily.

'l'lie brCees faiînied luis blot little checks, becs %vent
lîinîiiiing and l)uzin.ig over luis luead, and across the
fields caine <lic sweet odors of ripciîing apples anîd new-
nîownvi clover. B>' and b>' Cbristy's grief grev a litîle
liglîter and lic began to think of Julia's pîromiise to bring
hiiiî ,onîiiiîlii- nice froni thîe piciiic. le %vondere<l
%vhat it îvould be.

Tluring oî'cr o1 the lirakes lie lualf.ojîeîed bis cycs,
thien opencd thein ivider anîd %vider and sat uip. Tliere
on a stunip onlv a fewv feet aîvay îî'as pcrclucd a beautifuil
whiite dlove, bcîldiîg uts hîead on oîie side and îvatcîinîg
bmiii witli One briglît cye.

l>rettv luirdie, pretty bir<lie sai<l (.'risty, rcachîing
ont Ibis lîand and sp)Cakiiîg v'er), sofîly, (luite expecting
that thîe <love wvould fi>' away. Inlsîead of huaI, it liopp1ed,
froin uIl sîitp- anîd caýiIe lîearer anid learer. Iliiny it
%vas ver>' taille. Cliristy Iooked about, and secing a
cluister of bernies lianging froin a buisl b>' the îî'all pickced
tlienii anid reaclied out lus liand to tie (love. 'l'lie pretty

bird liopped nearer and
gîcarer and bcgaii to peck
îlîeîî froi lis bîand.

MW('bristy %'as ciel igbîcd.
lie ivas ver>' fond of pets,
rin< tliere ivere none on ail
thc fhrin excepting the
soi>cr gray cal and Jiîîî's
spccklcd caîf.

bird homeî aild peniîaps
soine rainy dav papa wîill
iake uIla Ilocloe"

- lie thougliî.
''' <"Bt whiîi lic tried to

take Ille (love, it 111111cred
t.1ý-qe: out of luis hîand and]
Vw skiuîiuied awv several

rods across the field.
Cliristy fohloived, stcpping
carefiîily 10 avoidfrgîe-

> in- il. Ile Ilad alinost
''' cauilIt il again Mî'ien it

m'îîade anotiier fliglit, anîd
) ai ('risty followcd.

- '~'So, led by tic bird, Christ>'
crosscd the field anîd

y rea(Ieiie thue cdgc of tbce
îî'ood - the grcat, dlar k

''"" vood wlîcre liec! dnei'er

Onelie licld thue love
~ ~' '$for a fcîv iutes in biis

hîaîd. I-lie smoollicd its
sort reathers, fuit 11o% ils

little licart fltitcrcd, tlieil took off lus liI and placed
thîe bird iii il bu t it <îuickl>' rose, spread its %vings anid
flew vt Ill Uivoodl--andi( into thue îvood Chîristy followed.

'Thle trees ii tlle incadoîv wve casting long siiadoîvs
toward thec East wvien Mother lBrowi lî uc l big
dinncr.liorn to caîl faîlier and the boys tip t0 supcr.
Evcrything about lihe farni-housc was tidy anid swect.
''lie breeze fluucercd thue white %viiiovctîrtiins and
lifïed the cornuers or the tabe'surea<i ii thme big sitîing
rooiu iviere a tcnipting sup)l)C is îvaiting. Tlcrc îî'as
creaiîu1 toast anid stcîvcd chicken., aîud cherry saucçe, anîd
.sonue Of INotluer's, splcîu<id giueira.frcsl froin thme
o"eil
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