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WINNIPEG, DECEMBER 15.

Conditions in the North-West-
ern Districts of Manitoba.

During the Jast year the Manitoba &
North Western Rallway, extending
from Portage lo Prairie to Yorkton, a
distance of 223 miles, hes been taken

ver by the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company, who now run 1t as a
branch Hne The farmers who tonk
up land along this 1ine went more in-
to mixed farming than s customary
fn most other parts, which Includes
cultivation of graln, and the ralsing
of stock As the land became  better
cultivated and dratned §t was found
that grain could be grown with sat-
isfoctory results and now large quan-
titles of wheat and oats are each vear
shipped oft this 1line, besldes many
car Joads of cattle and hogs. Of
course it took time for @ man start-
ing on & small capital to collect a
herd of cattle, but the conditlon of
many of these men at the present
day exemplifies the clalm that mixed
farming Is the surest, though possibly
In some cases not the quickest, way of
attaining independence. In the neigh-
borhood of Arden and Neepawa is
sume of the best wheat land in Mani-
toba, but, taken as a whole, this
section Is particularly well adapted to
mixed farming, belng covered with
bluffs of trces and cut up by hills
and valleys which serve as a great
protectlon to stock In winter, white
the low lands give excelient pastur-
age. The first station reached, after
leaving Portage la Prairie, Is Mac-
donald. This Is on the Portage
Plains anad is, therefore, an Important
wheat market, there being three large
clevators here. Durdng the last few
years & town has sprung up in which
there are now two general stores, a
flour and feed store, confectionery
store, Implement  warehouses, ete
Westbourne, the next town, is situnt-
ed on the banks of the White Mud
river, close to a very filne grove of
trees, which has been for 'many years
a favorite plenlelng  ground, excure
sfons belng run even from Winnlpeg.
The crops In this district were very
&oud: for this year. averaging about
twoun bushels to the acre, and as the
farmers wll also have some stock to
dispage of it {3 expected by the local
avrchants that a  very fajr business
will be done. There are two gencral
si1e8 at this point. Davey Bros. and
A. E. Smalley, a2 butcher shop, har-
ness shop, ete. The only business
change for the ycar IS In the harness
shop of S. Solvason, Wwhich °‘Is now
owned by A. Ac)Millan,

Few It any of the older towns of
Manitoba can show as great-an growth
dunag the 1ast few years as Gled.
stone.  This growth is no doubt part-
1y due to the Canadian Northern Rall-
way having started thelr road from
this point but 1t is also traceable to
the fact -that  the report which had
L ume circulated that the land tri-
W ary to thls town was low and
= ampy and wunfit for farming, has
n . been proved to dbe Incorrect anda
ls e number of scttlers have taken
U farms of late years. On  cntering
Giidstone the. attentton {s at once at-
*= *ad ta the number of large brick
t ' ngs. which number {8 belng ada-
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od to cach year. Since our last visit
of & yuar ugu-IF C. Gabriel has bulit
a two storey solid brick block which
is occupied by W. C. Bond, hardware
merchant. This store I3 well lighted
and finished, and is one of the beut
stands in town Knoux Brys. have add-
ed to thelr furniture warchouse an
additlon 20x22 feet, extending along
n slde gtreet, and to thia A. E. Miller
hag built a further extension of 20x
24 feet, which he Is using as a tallor
shop. Thls Is a two storey brick
bullding and is now 90x24 feet H. J.
Bickle, harness maker, bullt a one
storey brick block, part of which he
accuples, .the balance belng rented by

Neopawa I8 the most important town
on this lue and 1L ranks near the b
as regards size and business Import-
ance among the towns of Manitoba.
It has & population of 1,800 to 2,00¢
and is one of the few places in the
west that are supplied with electric
lights and telephones. ‘These sSys.
tems, which are owned by the town,
have nut been in operation o year Yei,
the electsic light having been turned
on for the first time on the 1st of
January, 1900, and the felephane sys-
tem was not completed until last
spring, but from the foliowing extract
from the Neepawa Reglster It avould
seem that these ventures on the pari

Arden, Man,

1. Huggins, butcher. One of the
rreat drawbacks  to this town has been
the lack of goud hotel accommodation
but this year Jos. McAlpin has built a
biick hotel, which will be opened very
shortly and witl, no doubt, meet the
requirements of the travelling public.
A brick school bullding was crected
this year which will acccmmodate five
or six classes. The Baptlst congrega-
tion hasz built a brick church and a
number of dwelling houses have also
been crected so that the bullding oper-
ations for the:season have been very
extensive. Some Dbusiness changes
have also taken place. The bhard-
ware business of Crouter & McLean
is now owned by E. Crouter. M.
Hamilton, baker and confectioner,
sold out to Lunn & Co., and the Mer-
chants Bank hag opened 2 branch
here. At this.point there are now
three general and three hardware
stores, a furniture store, two butcher
shops, bakery, two harness shops, a
planing mil), flour mi}, lumber yards,
fmplement twarcehouses, 2 chartered
bank, private-bank and a local news-
paper, The Age. We are indebted %o
the proprietor- of the Age for some of
the cuts we are running in this issue.

Keyes 18 the next station. This
station untfl recently bore the name of
Midway, but as there Is a town in
British Columbla -of the same name
freight was trequently seat to the
wrong place and a change was con-
sideced advisable. It now bears. the
name of one of the most prominent
familles of the district.

At Arden we enter one of the best
wheat distrfets of Manitoba, There
are here five graln elevators and 2
flour mill, The mill, which Is owned
by Wilson & Co., i3 of 125 Dbarrels
dally capacity, adjoining which s
thelr elevator of about 25,000 bushels

of the town will_prove a financial suc-
cess. The following flgures are from
a statement of ithe expenses and re-
celpts of the town electric light and
teleaphone systems fo° the nine months
ending Oct. 1st. As the systems were
hardly In working order at all during
the first three months of this perloq,
the fir;ures are more than satlsfactory,
show!ag, as they do, that, even under
adverse circumstances, Neepawa's €Xe-
pesment at civie ownership of fran-
chlses has proven a great success. The
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dollar, ot which 11 miills is for school
lddicadinon. UL aceoull ol tae puet
crop prospects the building operations
were not nearly so extensive this year
as they would have jeen under ordin-
ary tircumstances. , ‘T'he Massey-
Ha.ris Lo, Ltd, built a one-storey
brick warehouse and Wm., Wigmote
bullt & two-storey brick implemen
warchouse. F. Davidsva, biacksmiilh,
erected a new brick veneer building,
the Unlon Bank completed
thelr handsome red brick bullding,
which they are now occupying, and
several Jdweliing houses were also
bufit. There are so many stores herc
that 1t would be weuwrisume (v enumer-
ate them. Many of the merchants car-
ry very large stocks of goods, particu-
larly in the gencral and hardware
lines. In regard to business changes
during the last year one of the most
unportant 18 In the general store busl-
ness formerly carrlied on by V.. W,
Stevenson, which {8 now owned by the
Neepawa Trading Co. Cummings &
("o, lumber dealers, have sold out and
moved to Grand View, a new town on
the Glibert Plains extengion of the
Canadlan Northern Rallway Thelr
stock of lumber at this point was
bought by Thos. Harrison and W. S.
Burley, who now control this business
bere. Tue Beautiful Plains Miiling Co.
has been re-adjusted and s now
known as the Manitoba Milling Co.
This company has a flour mill of 400
bbls. dally capacity, as well as graln
clevators  at Minnedosa, Franklin,
Neepawa, and Arden, giving total
storage room for 250,04v bushels. In
the new businesses, Campbell & Smith
opened out thls spring with a well sel-
ected stock of clothing and men’s fur-
nighings, and J A. Calhoun has start-
ed a grocery etire  The wheat yield in
the country tributary to this tonn will
not exceed an average of ten bushels
tu the acre and it 18 quite possible that
it will not be even as much as that,
but it i difficult to obtain as yet defin-
ite figures regarding the yleld.

Franklin, the next station, is also an
important grain centre, as it is situ-
ated between the large towns of Neep-
awa and Minnedosa it has not grown

aperating recelpts show a ‘dbalance over
expenditure. The tigures gre:

Operating expenses for the nine
months ending Oct. 1st .. .. $4,378
Recelpts during same time .... 4,455
The total cost of the two plants,
which are the finest procurable, at
their completion, June 15, 1900, was:
Bollers and engines .... .. $06,123.60
Dynamos and plant .. .. .. 638338
Powes house ... «o o« ... 1,732.80
Street and inslde system
and wmaterial caes0s0,060.31
Telephone system .. .... .. $,891.46

$25,202.67
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hoto by Walter Barre.

Strathclair, Man.

capaolty, The. farmeors marketing
thelr goain glves this town a very
bugy appearance at this season of the
year. There are two- general stores
kopt by Wm. Paterson and MceCamis
& Boughton, two hardwares, B. Van
Bilarlcom and J. A. Gilhuly, implement
warchouse, 1. MoRae, a durniture
warehouse, lumbor sacd. dutcher shup.
harness shop and a drug store.
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There are now 1,100 lights ana 120
telephones in opcration, which num-
ber, 1t is expected, will be consider-
ably increased before the end of the
year. ‘The rate for the telephones is
§20 a year commercial and §10 resi-
dential, and the- clectrio Jight sche-
Qule i3 also very low. ‘The rate of
taxation was slightly increased this
year, bringing it up to 25 mills on the

a9 rapidly as might be expected from
the fine country surrounding it, but
still It has a number of good Sstores
which manage to secure a good share
of the business.

Minnedosa I8 prettlly situated In the
valley of the Little Saskatchewan
river, which stream flows through the
centre of the town. At this polnt we
once more enter the mixed farming
district which extends along the bal-
ance of the line. This is a rallway df-
vistonal point, and the money clreul-
ated by the trainmen, as well as that
received by the farmers from the sale
of stock, gives to the merchants « falr
amount of cash Lusiness so that they
are not entirely dependent upon the
{fall payments, as is the case In so
many parts of this country. The popu-
tatinn of this tonn s a2hout 1200 and
the business places include four gen-
eral and three hardware stores, two
grocerics, threo confcctionery stores,
two of which are also bake shops, two
drug stores, one stationery and musi-
cal goods, two batchers, two harness
shopg, two jewellers, furnfture ware-
house, two lumber yards, several {m-
plement swarchouses. a grist mil,
newspaper, prizate bank and a branch
of the Union bank.

At Newdale there are three general
stores, owned by G. W. Ray, A, E.
Walkey and T. N. Peter, & hardware
and furniture owned by A. R. Fan-
ning, a lumber yard kept by Wm. Ir-
win, harness and a butcher shop. drug
store, etc. There are two eclevators
and a graln warchouse here through
which large quantities of oats are
handled as well as some wheat, 2l-
though the cultivation of wheat has
not proved to be so profitable as that
of oat® The Newdale Creamery As-
soclations factory, which was started
in 1R4% turned ant thie vanw» ahant Qf -
(R Jhir nf butter The onlv hiusiners
change since our last visit is in the



