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'Bhaap Coal for North Dakota.

A party at Grand Forks, North Dakota,
wr.tes the Nothwestern Miller, of Minncap lis,

as follows :—

¢ The late session of the legislature has pass.
ed and the governor has approved a bill which
will have a profound effect on the milling busi.
vess of tho state. This is an act fixing the
muximum rates that 1a2’lccads may charge for
the transporiation of coal mined wirhin the
state This act makes a very material reduc-
tiou in rates comnpared with those now in force,
especisl'y on the Great Northern. It provides
thst for the first 50 miles or less the rate shall
ho 75: per ton; for any distance not to exceed
100 miles, 95¢; 150 miles, or less, $1.15; 200
milea or less, $1.35; 250 miles or less, $1.55;
300 milzs or less, 81.75; 350 miles or less,
$1.93.

The nearest coal available to Grand TForks,
aside from thut in tho Turtle Mountains, is
near Mioot, 121 miles west of this city, from
which the old rate was $2 25 per ton, .Uader
the now law the rute will'bo $1.55, a reductio
of 70c ptr ton, which brings the rate fur this
coal to a point whers it can be profi:ably mined
and used as a fuel by our mills and other man.
wfacturiog industries. Tho cost of mining lig-
nito coal ranges from 75 to 90c per tos, which
will tring that class of fuel to our doors at a
net cost of §2.30 to $2 45 per ton.

Ligoitocosl is found ingreat quantities under-
lying tho entire western third of the state. The
veins crop out near the surface sling nearly
every stream-iuv this section, and, as they are
usually from six to ten feet in workadble thick.
ness, the coal is cheaply and easily mioed. T1t-
bas beea the gencral opinion natit lately that it
would bo found useful only for domestic pur-
potes and local consumption, but the experi-
ments of John M, Turner, at the Mandan
10 ler mill, have demonstrated it to be perfectly
adapted ¢3 the gencration of steam effectively
and cheaply. Special grate tars and the util-

Aion of waste radiated heat collected in &

jacket and roturaned under the hailers, reduced
the fuel cost per barrol from 18 to 3:, and ad
ditions1 experimonts promiso a still further re-
duction,

Along the Northern Pucific, whero the old
rates on this class of coal were favorable, the
uso of ligoito was extending rapidly. Tho
Mandan and Bismarck mills are using it. 'Tho
Jamestown mill, of the Russell Miller Company,
is also generating power with it, Lut the spectal
applinnces for burniog are, up to date, in use
only ju the Mandau wmill of the North Dakots
Millers’ Association. Lignito coal, though
possessing bat from 66 to 75 per cent. of heat
us compared with the best giades of Ohio and
Pennsy lvania bitvmioous ¢ als, has tho good
qualities for steaming, of making a steady and
heavy body of flume. It catches quickly and
burns fiercely, with a less intense, but better
distributed heat in the firo box and boiler tubos,
The greatett ohjection to it, that: the abund.
aut ash peculiar to all ligaites, .8 largely
neutralized by a special arrangoment of the
grato bars. General Manager Turaer, who has
pioneeréd tho use of this coal so succes-fully as
a steam fuel, is confident that the late reduction
in coal rates removes the last impediment to
its employment for that purpose, aud, as he
has already demonstrated its utility as a prac.
tical fuel, at a cost which will permic competi-
tion with water-power, his intention is to nso
a larger amount of it than ever, and other mills
of the associntion will have their furnaces fitted
with the neiw coal burniog device.

British A,qricuitural Returps.

The complete volume of the agricultural re.
tutns for Great Britain and the abztract for the
United Kingdom has had most of its salient
features anticipated, but the volume contains a
very able and suggestive introduction by Major
Craigie, who has added to his report a number
of short and interasting histories, giving details
of the charyges in our agricu’ture for tne past
20 years. Major Craigie commences with the
characterjstic changes which have taken place
in thetwo great sections of the cultivated urea
in Gieat Biitain between the years 1872 aad
1892, the figures for which are:—-

1872, 1882, 1892,

Acres. Acres. Acree.
ATablC coernninione el 18,428,000 17,492,000 16,327,000
Pasaure ceeoeniecennn 12,670,000 14,821,000 10,358,000

Total cultivated area 31,L04,0 0 82,313,000 32,655,000
These figures thow that the surface under the
plow has undergone a steady dimunitioa, which
In the aggregate amonuts to ro l-ax than2,101,-
000 acres in 20 years.  On 1hc vther haud, the

" grass avea is now larger by 3,752,000 acres thao

in 1872,

Turning to the figures for the United King
dom, we have the followiog succiact table as to
the changes in 20 years;—

187 1882, 1892,
Population, No ... .. 81,166,000 55,208,000 $S 169;C00
Cultivatead area, scres .40,849,000 47,655,00) 45,078,000
Cora crops, . 11,808,000 10 620,00 9,320,
Wheas crops, ¢ .. 830,000 T,16:,000 2,200,000
Grase, ¢ (2283%,00) 24,063,000 27,533,000
Jantle, No...... ... 971000 9832,000 11,619,000

Sheep, NO weveecees e S2207,000 27,448,000 33,643,000

The dechine in values is dealt with very
clearly in the following extract: The average
prices of wheat, barley and oats in the year
now closing compared witn 1891, have fallen
per quarter in the case of wheat 6394, in the
case of barloy 2s aud in the case of oats 2d. A
wider comparison with the prices of exch of
the ycars which have been telected for the foro-
going comparizons in the distribution of crops
and live stock shows:i—

Whoat,  Barley.  Oats.

Year. per qr. perqr.  perar.
378 6d  23s 2d
Sls2d  2s10d
26323 193104

No sverage prices of ment or other produce
arc obtained on any similar system, but the
general range of the prices quoted at the Metro
politsn C a tle Market in the same years may,
perhaps, bo given as under. The cstimated

rices for the current yesr, which cannot yet

nd a place in the complated tables, are all
below 1882, but for beel they show very little
varlation from the pricos of the past six years.
Mutton prices are lowoer, and those of pork are
higher than in recent years.

Beef. Matton, Pork.
Por 8 Jbs, Por 8 1bs, Per 8 1bs.
1872 48 2d to 88 100 45 10d to Gs 8d 33 Gd to 4s 9d
1582 48 GitoGs 01 £s ddto7scd 4s 1d tofsod

1892 .. .2a1ldto4s Od 38 7dtobsid s 1ldtodsd

These tables show how great has beep the
drop in values during the pist 20 years, and it
must ho admitted that the declino in the differ-
ent porfods stems to a groat extent to corres-
pond with tho incremso in the imports of
fcroign produce., For the twenty years the
changes in the quantities imported ave: —

1871, 1881, 1891,

Tons. Tous. Tonx,
Live anfmals .......... 90,600 117,500 171,600
Doadmeat weeeweee.. . . 09,000 331,600 489,500
Butter, Margaring and
_C cese . ve verases 127,600 104,000 270,500
Wheat 1,000,800 2,857,500 8,316,500
Flour . . o 199,000 663, 836,020

COM ouviver vanr et
Other Grain and Meal ...1,183,000 1,232,699 2,072,000

Misvepresenting Goods

There is little question but that, theo:otical-
ly, tho average merchant, subscribes to 1he
highest ethics of shop keeping, says the Michi
gon 7radesman Yo finds, indeed, a certain
moral satisfaction when giving his concu rence
t2 the opinioas of speakers and writers on trade
topice, who assume to teach fcom an elevated
point of view, and though it is a question when,
after all, in the practical application of such
theorices, there is not a great deal of divergence
from theory iticlf, possibly the temptation to
have a lower cude of business othics than what
is cunceived to be absolutely just, hasitsstrong-
est force in the mattor of representing goods to
customers.

An c.teomed Eoglish contemporary suggests
that * %-ve is a song of a not very elevated
character wutvit cuz..ca the refrain, ‘It's all
right, if you love the giil,’ and we fear, itadds,
‘“‘thero may be here and there n tra {iesman who
siogs as « lullaby to his owa conscience, ‘It’s
allright, if you sell the goods.” But isit? Is
is even all safe and pradent and good policy 2"

While this may be vegarded as shitting the
question to a very much lower plane, it has the
advantage of attracting more atteation. Our
Eoglish contemporary argues that the chief
reason for loweriog the ethical consideration of
the practical side of this question is that “‘we
all know how to live uprightly and won't,
witereas we do not kuow how to make fortunes
and wish we did.” It, undoubt-dly, is true,
that busineas morslly has a much better chance

- if the odds are in favor of its paying a divi-

dend in hard cash.

The toiutioa of this question iaa way that
deals fairly with the consumer and satisfies him
and justifies thu merchant's own .onscience,
even when tried rigidly by the standard of the
bighest business cthics, is to handle oply good
goods,

We havo oo question that a man isc better
wan, better satistied with himself. beiter con
tented with his business, more successful in his
business, more popular with his customers, and
moro Jikely to obtain large custom, if he sells
goods that he does not feel heis compolled to
misrepresent in order to make them move.
Good goods at fair prices, when putinto prac-
tical cffect, therefore aatisfics not only the mor-
al but the “.aterial 2ido of the merchant’s life.
There can be no possible reason why a merchant
should not adopt that motto as hisown, and
Juc into practical operation. Poor goods at
any prico do not pay in thelocg run. Good
goods at fair prices always pay.—Ex.

-~

The Cumberland tin mill, of Baltimore, ono
of the McKinley industries, about which so
much has been written, has goneinto the hands
of a receivey,




