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IMBIGRATION TO THE UKITED STATES

For some years there has been a grow
ing feeling in the United States aguinsi
the wholesale immigration of foreiguers
_into the country. As the country settles
up this feeling increases. A few years
ago when the great western states and

“territories of the Raepublic were practically

uninhabited, immigration was greatly de-
sired, and the people were not so particu-
lar as to the quality of their immigrants
either. The western railway companies,
which owned large grants of laund, and
were anxious to sell these lands, as well
as to get the country settled to provide
traflic for their roads, placarded the civil-
ized world with the most alluring descrip-
tions of their respective districts. The
great Republic was the el dorado of the
world, and all were invited to come and
enjoy its advantages.

But now inatters have considerably
changed. Already in cven some of the
more recently settled staten population
has grown so surprisingly that people are
beginning to elbow each other for room.
Some of the railwaysin the west still own
considerable land which they wish to dis-
pose of, and they are, of course, anxious
to increase settlement, with the object of
extending their traficc. On the other
hang, however, the idea is guining ground
that tl.e remainig unsettled portion of the
public domain should be held in truse for
therisinggeneration of native-borncitizens,
Although & number of the western and
southwestern states ure yet very sparsely
settled, the dread of uvercrowded popula-
tion in the future is beginning to be felt,
and the tendency of the day is to discour-
age, rather than encourage immigration,
This bhas been shown in various ways,
from the glatform, in the press, and in
legislation.

The opposition to Chinese immigration
is long-standing, and the reasons therefor
are generally well known. This opposi-
tion culminated a few months sgo in the
passage of the monstrous Chinese exclu-
sioa bill, an act most unworthy of a civil-
ized nation. Another form of opposition
te immigration has come from the labor
organizations. In fact the earliest oppo-
sition to immigration came from organ-
ized labor, and has been persistently fol-
lowed up by such societies, with consider-

able effect.  The labor organizations pro-
tested against the introduction of foreign

thit already thero was an over-supply at
home, This led to the pnssage of the
i Contract Labor act, providing that no
laborers should be brought into the coun.
try on contract. Thutis, foreigners should
not Lo engaged to come to the United
States under contract or agreement to
work.

Another reasou for the growing feeling
against immigration has come from the
disturbances of a political and social na-
ture, caused by the foreign element. The
foreigner has come to be an iustitution in
United States politics, and the wost dis-
reputable and contemptible of party tricks
have been designed to catch or influence
the foreign vote. The respectable portion
of native population are beginning to re-
sent this state of affairs. They reason-
ably ask:— “Why should this nosiy
foreign element exert such an idfluence in
our national affuirs, and introduce dis-
turbing elements into our social and
political life which aro entirely foreign to
our institutions "

This is all quite right, and the citizens
of the United States should discourage
these exhibitions of foreign hatred in their
national life. But really is this boisterous
foreign element as much to blame for the
exhibit.ons which have been made, as are
the politicans who have worked up, pan-
dered and encouraged it? If national
questions have been made subservient to
foreign prejudices, are not the politicians
who seek to profit by such prejudices
really the gwlty parties? ‘Though this
will doubtless be admitted, yet the result
has been to foster the growing feeling
against immigration generally, which is
not to be wonder~d at,

This growing feeling against immigra-
tion has recently found expression at
Washington, in a bill mtroduced to fur-
ther restrict immigration. The immigra-
tion committee hes been making investi-
gations during the post year, and as a
result has reported a bill * prohibiting
the admittance into the United States of
idiots, paupers, and those who have been
convicted of crime or misdemeanor in-
volving moral turpitude, persons afflicted
with a loathsome or concagious disease,
or those coming under contract to work
in this country, except university pro-
fessors or ministers of the gospel. The
penalty for a person violating this pro-
vision or assisting another to violate it is

o fine of 91,000 dollars on conviction
within two years, No véssel is to bring
over more than oue passenger to every
five registered tons, computing two child-
ren between one and eight as one person.
The ponaity for violation of this pro-
vision is 8600 fine for each excess pas-
senger. A vessel bringinggmigrantsismade
respousible for the head tax of 85 which
each is required to pay. Intending emi-
grants are to prove good character three
months prior to embarkation before the
United States consul, wHo is to receive
uo fee for certificate. I_t.; is made obli-
gotory on common carriers to notify
United States ufficials before the landing
of the number of the aliens on board.
The secretary of the treasury is given
prwer to carry out the provisions of the
act.”

If this bill becomes law, it will show
that the feeling in the Umted States in
fuvor of restricting immigration is be-
coming very strong. In respect to An-
archists and persons of this class, the
committee urges the mnecessity cf their
exclusion from the country. The com-
mittee regrets that a large number of the
immigrants arriving, especially the coal
miners and laboringiclass, are not suited
to become citizens of the country. Many
are of @ very low order of intelligence,
and of vicious habits. In the coal re-
gions it is claimed this undesirable foreign
element has almost completely driven out
native laborers, their mode of life enab-
licg them to exist on lower wages than
the more advanced native miners, The
report of the committee concludes as
foliows :

“The committee believe that the time
has come when imaigration should be
more effectively regulated, that persons
who imwmigrate to the United States
should at least be composed of thoss who
in good faith desire to become its citizens
and are worthy to be such.”

This concluding paragraph epitomises
the whole question of immigration in a
few lines.

" The effect upon Canada of the pessage
of such an act as tha one outlined above,
by the United States would be consider-
able, It would likely have the effect of
turning quite a tide of undesirable im-
migration towards this couatry. Here-
tofore Canada has had little to complain
of in this matter, immigration to this
country on the whole being of a superior
clags in comparison with that going into
the United States. Dy.amiters, Arar-
chists, Communists, and the lower classes



