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EMERSON'S CONNECTING LINK.

" It has been a favorite argument of
some supporters of disallowance to char-
acterize the whole movement agaiust that
policy as a piece of inconsistency and in-
gratitude upon the part of the people of
Manitoba, and indeed there is too much
truth in thestatement. Among themest
bitter opponents of the Lanndmn Pacific
Railway in this province are many, who
have blundered, so to speak, into great
wealth, owing” to the work of railway
construction so rapidly carried forward
vy the company, and not & few are wen
whose business ability would never have
brought them any great wealth,but whose
lands have been greatly increased in vulue
through the energy and enterprise of the
C.P.R. syndicate. It does seem both in-
gratitude and inconsistency for such to
oppose the. C.P.R. interests in the North-
west, and when. they join in a cry for a
pohcy which would compromise the honor
and credit of the Dominion for their
special benefit, their demands come with-
in the lifait of what, in slang, is called
dehbek.” Yet there ave exceptions to all
these rules. and as matters stood one
month_ago, there seemed good excuse, if
not reason, on the part of the people of
Emerson and West Lynne for the anti-
disallowance cry, which came from those
places. West of these two towns lies one
of the richest stretches of country in-the
North-west, the development of which so
far is in a great measure due to the en-
terprise of the peopleof the Dual Cities.
As matters stood a month ago it seemed
as 1t' ﬂus trade was likely to be cut off
and diverted to & new railway town estab-
lished by the C.P.R. This seemed all
thecharder to the Emerson and West
Lynne people, when the construction of
a'shortlink of railway of less than tweun-
ty. mﬂes would still refain for them the
trade of Southern Manitoba, which they
had built up, or at least give them a
reasonable chance of competition with
Dewer points,

Under circumstances such as above de-
scribed it was natural .that considerable
discontent should have existed in Emer-
son'and West Lynne, and the fecling was
éagerly taken advantage of by opponents

~6f ihie policy of disallowance, and‘an’ in

creasq to their stock of politieal capital
mado out of it. To this. feeling the ves-
urrection of tho Emerson and Notth-west-
ern charter is due, and it furnished o val-
uable stalking horse for politicans, as .it
made a suitable seat for discontent to
travel in.  Hitched beside it was the
threat of Grand Trunk aid, which doubt-
less found its origin in the hmaginations
of the E. & N.W, resurectionists, and a
harvest for politieal™ and speeunlative
schemes seemed close at hand.  Unfor-
tunately for these parties Mayvor Carney
of Emerson, at Ottaws, found, that it was
not so diflicult a matter after all to con-
vinee the Dominion government and the
C.P.R. syndicate of the justice of the
claims of Emerson and West Lynne, and
the new arrangements by which these
towns will in one year be the depot of
supplies for Southern Manitoba is the
outcome of his negotiations. The con-
necting link of the C.P.R. between these
towns and that company’s South-western
branch will acconuplish all this, and do it
much more eficetively than private en-
terprise ever could, especially when hased
upon a charter vetsed by the Dominion
government, and which had been peddled
around for patrons until it had become a
stench in the nostrils of capitalists all
over Canada. The rapid progres.. of the
Dual cities is now o matter of certainty,
and even the speculative portion of the
anti-disallowance agitators must feel sat-
isfied with the arrangement. The politi-
cal portion will not feel so, as their capi-
tal is to a great extent gone, and they
must now* hunt around for some other
grievance, real or imaginary, on which to
base their attacks upon the dis -allowance
policy so far as it affeets the intevests of
Emerson and West Lynne.

TARIFFF AKD NORTH-WESTERN IMPORTS.

It scems that o reverncd gentleman ab
West Lynne is much displeased with the
eflects of Canadian tarifts on agricultare
in the North-west, and in a letter to the
Montreal Witness soars upward intothe
reclms of righteous wrath over the com-
parative prices of piteli forks and seeders
in Dakota and Manitoba. The Toronto
World, as a natyral consequence, locked
horns . with the reverned commercial
economist, and in the usual toue of that
Jo °nal rushes the question into one of
Manitoba. interests versus those of On-
tario, with no intention, howgpver, of falr-
ly representing those of the former. _Our

local contempomry, the 1' veo Press; hog
been impressed with the gravity of -the
question, and acting upon the ideas of the
immortal Bob Acres in urmusmf' a toan.,
gular duel, stepped into the arena on
Thursday last, and devoted halt a colttmn
towards proving that Ontario alone did
not bear the taxation necessary for the
construction of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way. \

None of the parties in this triangular
wrangle seem to have any desire to view
the tariff effects upon the North-west from
any standpoint, but where their political
leanings ov formerly fixed ideas have
placed them. 1t is Lut natural that the
reverned advocate of free trade should
get stuck on a piteh fork or some such im-
plement, as that would bo about as far as
his leisure from theology, tenet and dogma
studies would allow him to investigate
into matters of commercinl economy ; and
the wonder is that sensiize journals like
the World and Fiee Press should con-
decend to notice his monomania regand-
ing the price of farm-yard tools. « .

But the effects of the presént?tdriff sys-
tem on the North west haspeculisr features
not conneted with it in older Provinces,
and these do not always show to the dis-
advantage of the country. Iis an axiom
of commerce that any markétable com-
modity with a'tax upon it should sell at
the amount of that tax igher, than it
would if exempt from taxation, and any
advance in price beyond that cannot be
attributed to the tax itself, Upon this
theory it is difficult to see how farmers
in Manitoba hove, us the Frec Press as-
serts, to pay double for their implements
in order that the Ontario manlifacturer
may be support(d “The estimate of prices
under a taritt oF a free trade system may
be made up accoulmt7 to the opinionts of
the individual makmg the -same,. and the
press of Canada furnishesa-mass of litera-
ture on the suhject, from swhich any “class
of opinion wpy be selected a§ g. Singer
selects from his bunch of oallads and
the correctness of the. selection: will be.
ruled in all probability by-the political
leaniugs of  tho party makiug the’ same.
The commercial cnlculahon, however, is
as we have stated, and a; no}{.-;xmnufaactun
ing country must pay: the Aarift.extra for
its munufactured goods utdér a protection
system. Tt remains to Lo seen if the.
protectlon °ysu-m gives any, ad antages
to the North-west in return for_advanced
pricesin- manufactured goods, and-a glance



