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Halifax, N. 8. October 15, 1856.

AxNuaL Sesstox or Graxe Divi-
$10N.—We remind the members of the
Order that the Annual Session of the
Grand Division will be held in this City
on Wednesday the 22nd instant, and sue-
ceeding days, commencing cach day at
10 o’clock, A. w. A full attendance of
Representatives is particularly desirable.
Important questions will be brought be-
forc the Grand Division. Let every
man be at his post.

LT us not be misunderstood. Our
Psper is called ¢ 'Tnz ABSTAINER,” and
that name sounds softly. But we wish
our readers to know at the outset what
we mean. This, then, is our meaning.
We mean abstinence from all intoxicat-
ing liquors. We mean fotal abstinence.
We mean ONIVERSAL ABSTINENCE.—
We mean that it is not culy our daty,
and the duty of all the friends of Tem-
perance to abstain, but that we must not
relax our efforts till our fellow-country-
men and our fellow-creatures everywhere
see it to be their duty also to abstain.—
We wish to see a temperance population
in all lauds. Wedesire to have the whole
world freed from the curse of strong
drink. That is what we mean.

We go farther. There are certain
methods io be employed without which
we are fully of opinion that the result
caunot be accomplished. It was tong be-
fore we yiclded to that opinion, for we
Shrunk from the very shaduw of the in-
vasion of personal rights.  DBut o seru-
ples have vanished. In fact, what are
called rights, and proudly boasted of, are
sometimes great wrongs. Juvery mun
has a right to do what he will with his
own—yet not so as to injure his neigh-
bour, who also has rights which must be
equally respeeted,  1f it come to that,—
if the exercise of an assumed or acknow-
ledged right prove destructive of the
peace and good order of socicty, and ru-
“ous to property, society is bound to in-
terfere. Private interests must give way
to the public good. There must be re-
straint, Prohibition.

We take that ground in the present

instance, “Yromsiriox” is the watch-

word., We aim at nothing less. We be-
lieve that nothing less will do.  And our
opponents believe it, The distillers—the
hotel and ealoon proprictors—the occu-
picrs of groggeries—all believe it. They
laugh at licenses and the police, well
knowing that as long as the liquor is al.
lowed to be sold their gains are sure;
and those gains are wrung from the
wretched drunkards whom the traflic bas
made what they are, and for whose ruin,
and that of their families, they are ae-
countable.  The drunkards themselves

believe in the necessity and advanlages
of Prohibition. *“Shut up the grog-
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shops,” is their cry, “ and we are sa’e,

Shall not their request be granted ?—
Shall heart-stricken wives and starving
children plead in vain? Shall men be
suffered to continue to deal out misery,
disease and death to their fellow-men ?
Shall we tolerate the existence of nurse-
ries for the work-house, the jail, and the
lunatic asylum, and tamely endure the
taxation and trouble they cost us?

Humanity answers, “ No!” 'The de-
cision is echoed by ten thousand voices.
Men of all parties unite in upholding it.
Conservatives and Liberals, Protestants
and Catholics, monarchists and republi-
cans agree here, range themselves under
the same banner, and press forwards
shoulder to shoulder in resistance to the
common foe. It will be our pleasing du-
ty to cheer them on ;—if any lag behing,
to admonish, and perchance rebuke ;—if
any faint, to strengthen them ;—and to
set before all, from time to time, the va-
rious motives aud cncouragements by
which they may be stimulated to more
strenuous efforts.

That there are objections to the Pro-
hibition policy, and that those objections
are still entertained by some who are
anxious to be considered as genuine
friends of the Temperance cause, we
well know. The subject will be examin.-
ed and discussed in all its bearings, in
subsequent numbers. It will suffice for
the present to indicate our position. We
shall employ our best energies in main-
taining anu defending it; and it will be
our object to prepare the people of Nova
Scotia for such a demonstration of their
views and purfp~cs in regard to this mat-
ter, as shall be proof against all opposi-

tion, and all intrigue.

Tur negotiations which issued g
length in the cstablishment of this Pen.
odical, occupied more time than had
been expeeted, so that it became nece
sary to prepare the ficst number without
making all the prddiminary provision.
which are desirable in ~uch cases.  Thi
will account fur imperfiections and deac-
cocies in the present issue. Be-speahing
the Lind indulgence of our friends, w.
sulicit, also, their co-operativn.  Commu.
nicativus from their pens are carnestly
requested.  We ere particulurly desiron
of buiug supplied witu nuthenticiutornia.
tion respectir g the progress of’ the cause,
accounts of public meetings, and its ef-
fects, &e., &e.

Arrangements are in progress for se-
curing correspondents in various parts ot
the North Amgrican Continent, and in
Great Britain. We expect to receive
very valuable contributions from those
quarters.

—— -

The extension of Femperance litera-
ture is a good sign.  We shall report pro-
gress in this respect with great satisfac-
tion.

Dr F. Lees, the well known Temper-
ance lecturer aud author, has obtained
the first prize offered by the United Kiryg
dom Alliance for the best Xssay on Pro-
hibition. The prize was once hundred
guineas. His work is entitled, “ An Ar-
gument on the Legislative Prohibition
of the Liquor Traffie. The Alliance and
Weekly News speaks thus of the last two

chapters :—

“Resuming our notices of the fortheemin g
Essay of Dr Lees, we may state very brietly
that the Seventh Chapter is devoted toa sul
mary of the history of the liquor-traflic and
the Maine-daw in the United States; opening,
however, with an appropriate refercnce to the
difference of the vharacter aul dircumstances
of the inkabitants of Great Britain and the
States. It describes the attempts made atan
carly period in America to regulate the wa-
chinery of mischief ; adverts to the era of va-
gue temperance, and the reasons of the fail-
ure of the movements within that eva; pro-
ceeds then to treat of the era of total abstin-
ence, and the great impediment \V_hich the k-
qnor-traffic was discovered to be in the way
of the cfforts of the total cbstinence party,
and thenee passes on to deal with the pohu-
cal era of the movement, the great success ot
the no-license agitation, and the grand ¢poch
of prohibitive state law marked by the pass-
ing of the Maine-law of 1846and 1851. Then
we have an account of the Portland riot, and
a description of the various interests and fac-
tions opposed to the law. The progress of

rohibition through Minnesota, Rhode Island,

Massachusetts, Vermont, Bichigan, Connee-



