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s Unbribed, unbought, ourswords we draw,
Togua* 1tho Monarch, fence tho Law.”

OTTAWA, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1875,

ToCoRRESPON DENTS—etters addrossed to cither
tho Editor or Putlisher,ns well as Communica.
tions intended for publication,must,invarkably,
bo pre-paid. Correspondents will also bearin

mind tiag one end of the envolopo should bo left

open, and at the corner the words ¢ Printer’s
Copy” written and a two or flve cont stamp{ac-
cording to the welght of the communication)
placed thercon will pay tho postage.

LIseT, J. B, VINTER,0f Vicioria, and Captain 1,
V. Epxnoxps of New wWestminster, are our
aunthorized Agents for British Columbla,

WE are indebted toour friend and valued
correspondent Captain RaIkEs, for a ¢ copy
of a memoranCu 1 prepared for the War
Office in December, 1870, being tho previous
history and objections aguinst that form of
conscription known as ballot for the militia,
together with the various appendices there-
to.”

‘I'his docuiient was ‘‘ordered by the House
of Comimons to be printed 30th July, 1875,
and appears to have been prepared by C. AL,
CrLopt, Eeq., the military historian in De-
cember® 870,

As an historical document, it is full of ii-
terest and appears to have furnished more
than half the facts cited by Captain Urne in
his celebrated prize essay.

Our friend Captain Raikes, in his * Ilis
tory of the rserve furces of the Crowsn,”
cmbodies all the leading facts (which are
corroborated by the memorandum) of this
question in the paper now under considera-
tion, their effect on tho great question oy
military organization is considered, and the
results given with a clearness and forco that
at once secures for the document the autho.
rity of an able state paper,
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cannot to enforced and the Act of the Im

i porial Parlinment giving 1t effect is a dead

lotler is given na follows in Part 1 “Milita, y
Conecription' :

“In denling witl this subject, it is necces
sary to Lear in mind two fundamental prin-
ciples of constitutional law :

“The first, that the Crown has an inlierent
right to the seryico of all men to defend the
realm, under which prerogative seaflaring
persons can be lawfully impressed to man
tho fleets (16 tho first line), and other
able bodied men (with few oxceptions) to
defend tho coust or shores (as the second
line of defence) the army not being (origin-
ally) a constitutional force.

*The second ninciple—viz, that every
free man has an absolute right to alide in
his own home so that no authority save that
of Parlinment can send him out of the king:
dom (even to Ircland or the Channel Is
lands) agaiust his will,

 Farther, it must be Lorne ia mind that
as the first principio (on  which the militia
system rests) may be so exercised by a con*
scription for the Armiy, as to violate the
second, Dailiament has very jealously
watched the exercise of tho proroga.ive.”

‘T'his is the key to the muystery why the
land forces of Great Britain are not 1n the
strength her wealth, position, and national
prestige require, and which will continue as
long as her Armyis maintuined a8 a separate
and extra constitutional force.

Another and very serious difficulty arises
in the complications thiown around primary
organization ; and Mr, CLooE’s able ¢ mem-
orandum'’ exhibits this featuro in a striking
degree, at paragraph 97 he says: “Inre*
gard to tho agency for raising men, it may
be doubted whether county lawyers, acting
asclerks of gencral and sub-division meetings
are the most economical agents that could be
used. The I te Sir Roperr PEEL represented
the legal expense of the ballot as the reason
for discontinuing it in 1829, ana the late
Lord Savrispyry in Janusary, 1867, when the
establishment of a local militia was urged,
calling especial attention to"the groeat ccst
which the existing machinery would entail
on the country and on the Treasury.” No
better ..medy is recommended than to
throw this expense on the municipal taxes.

The plan proposed for the * Reorganiza-
tion of the auxillary forees" ie to consolidate
the volunteers and lucal militia as a force
for defensive purposes, and to apply con -
seription without allowing substitutes to the
purpose of keeping the runks of what should
bo kanown as the Sedentary Militia full,

And for an offensive army, s force recruited
by veluntary enlistment, tho obligation teing
gervice in the regulararmy fe  given period
in the first battalione, and the remainder in
that army’s reserve or second battalions at
nome. The latter forco being liable to
foreign service, und the former for homo
defence.
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At tho outsot the reason why the ballot ! Tt will bo scen that this plan, nl.hough

much simpler than any yet proposed, is still
clogged with {ho diflicultles of complicated
machinery i organization,

It malkes in reality two separn‘o andd inde-
Pendent armivs instead of Lasing the whole
militory forco on one system of organizilion,
Tho Milure is to be found in tho principle
of making the Reyular Ariny the channel of
organization for tho wilitia, thus lmiting its
recruits to those who will tako the skilling
instend of reversing the procers and makiug
tho militia the channel by which tho srmy
should be entered,

1f commissions in the latter weie ¢ulined
to quahfied officers, who could Liing their
own contingent of recruits from their local
militia regimonts ¢ the first battalionsin
thio regular service, hal?! the dilliculties in
the way of ro organizing the British Army
would bo overcome; the other half would
bo obviated by consolidating volunteors and
mi.iti1 into one reserve for the United King -
dom—dividing the samo into Lrigade, bat-
talion and company divisions with the propor
officers—from eack of which a certain por-
tion of first class service men could be
trained every year, nnd to whose ranks the
passed service soldier would veturn,  In fact,
by adopting in its integrity the ‘‘militin
law,” under which tho C.nadian forco is
orgsnizad.

‘Every intelligent attempt at a ro organi-
7ation of the British Army teuds moro and
more in the directivn of that master pie.o
of statesmaunship, and every depia ure fiom
it only shews what class interests are in-
volved or supposed to be in danger.

Tue followiaé_exmb—rii'i;&}y paragraph is
copied from Broad Arrvwe, and shews a ridi-
cilous feature of what a regular beaurucratic
regime may impose on even afreecountrylike
Great Britain. At the same tia.cit exhibils
a fecling of scepticism as to the professional
capabilities of our naval officers not credit
able to the Government of the mother coun-
try, and if true, of 8 character to execito
gravo apprehensions for the future,

Time was, and not long since, when tho
Britisa Naval Qllicor was a soaman without
a superior. 1f Broad Arrow veports truly,
Reform t ctics has changed him into some-
thing like a horse marine that ridiculous
caricaturo of a sailor's imagination :

¢ Already there are six hundred nnd odd
appiications jodged ut the Board of I'rade
for the nppointments under theUnseaworthy
Ships Act. [Iaif tho unemployed officers of
the Royal Navy aro among the applicants,
and so much 15 an appointment to be covet:
ed, that thero was an adonral among the
appiicants, who » fow years ago was in charge
of one of Her Mbojesty's dockyards, whoso
recommendations were penned by tho Furst
Lord of the Admiralty and a well knowniVest
of England member of Parlinment, whose -
geat overlooks Cornwall from the Devon-
shire side of the Tamar. The story goes
that this gallant ofticer was received by tho
hon. President of the Board's private secre:
tary—his son—with all tho casy non-chal
anco of an embryo oflicial, engaged at the



