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so little for the most important and useful
class of its population—ils soldiers—as to
allow theni Lo end their days in a workhouse,
when the Stato had received tho benefit of
their labour ab o rale tar below its venl
valuo.

It may very well be asked, what has sole
diers rocruited from tho clugs which now
form tho Regular Army and ofticered by
compelitive examination to fight for, There
can bo no particular sentiment or motive in
swving GoscieN's profits or GrapstoNe's in.
heiitance, nor is it & point of patriotism to
prolect, Buwing’s finuco or Joux Bricur's
acquisitions from tha Prussians. Most assur.
edly, of all existing military forces that of
Uroat Britain has the smallest motivo for
enthusiasm snd loyally ; and the Army
Reorganization Schewe, by abolishing pur-
chase, has severed the List tio which linked
' 1t to the landed interests,

That Great Britain has arrived at that
period of military decadence in her history
which all puiely commercial statesare sure
10 undergo, we aro slow to believe ; but her
- salvation will not bo duo to the trading in
terests of the class which has virtually gov
erned hersinco 1832;but to what is her really
malterial interest—her landed aristocracy, If
the Conse /ative element comprised in her
agricultural intorest does not succeed in
arresting the downward progress of the
mere commerecial spirit and interest, a dozen
yoars will notelapse bofore the wisdom ofthe
Amasyiany Sage will be justified in her case,
*1le that possesses moie iron will own all
this gold.

Thero i3 patriotismi and life in the nation
yet ; but between the shopkeepers and the
workhouse, both stands a fair chance of
being axtinguishedin the interest of greed,
cant, and stupidity!
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Ix another column willbe founl un article
from Broad Arrow of 25th January, on the
* British Navy,;” which is terribly suggestive
as fo the oxtent in which its affuirs have
been mismanaged. In fifty years tho enor—
mous sum of between thirty and forty mil-
lion pounds sterling has been squandered
in erude experiments. Cur conlenpurary

. may well ask, and with what resulls ® as the
answer is that the navy is “now in the
same state of transition’’ as in 1861,

Our contemporary ascribes as the primary
cause of failure, want of organisation, or as
the Quarterly Review more clearly points out
want of administrative ability,and the vicious
system of allowing every shop-keeper who
attains a seat in.the House of Commons,and
a portfolio in the administration of the day,
because he is a more violent and unserupu-
louspartizan than bis follows, to pull to Dicces
and roconstruct a purely teolnical depart.
ment, in which neither his previous train.
ing, kuowledge, _ghility or c}*arac'er: wonld
qualify’ him to be g clerk,

§fEngland is to have either An Romy or

navy, the Houso of Commnions must strip |s
itself of the wholo of its usurped power,
and by placing bolh branches of tho t
National Government in the hands of akilled
ofticors, put them beyond thereach of polill*
cal egotists or intriguors.

Thors can bo nothirg to hinder tho Com- [t
manderin-Chief of tho land forces being an
ex officio cabinet minister, ,nor an Admiral
oxercising tho functions of IYirst Lord of the |t

Admirality. Neither tho one nor
tho other need bo political partisws ;
but they should bo held responsiblo for
overything connected with the servives in
their several departments—from the but:
ton on the soldier's coat to tho constructim |}
of the first rate man of war. s

The groat cause of inefliciency in Lotlh
branches of the service was the everlasting
meddling of the mere politicians, and the
splitting up into a lot of independont biag-
ches, for purposes of political pationage,
what ought to constitule a single depart.
ment,

Woe diftfer altogether with Broud Arrow
that the manifest intereats of the whole em-
pire “ must be wiclded for political con.
siderations.” The setvice of the country is
above all such palry isaues as partisanship, |¢
and the sooner that idea is realized in Eng- |t
land the better for itsinterests, Neither is
the prosent stato of disorganization, waste.
ful outlay, and transition, a question of co.
structizn at all : it is in reality a problem in-.
volving what style or class of vessels shall
comprizo the future British floet, and with
what nature of arlillery it may be armed.
That problem will not besolved by members
of Parlinment—disciples of the Manchestor
School—nor such great naval reorganizers
as CoiLpers or GoscaeN. The sooner thesystem
that brought such men to tho surface is
abandonzd the sooner will a solution be ar
rivedat, and the pre-ent gencration may
again soe Britannia rule the waves—not |;
otherwise.

upoervision of a mounted ofticer, in nll-.i_l;

dotails, while, in reality he should only at:

end to its work, and if he necds support,

will hie not find it as difticult to get it from
othorcompanies as the British ofticer would ?
oris it a peculiarity of tho British service

hat the oflicers in reserve arve independent

of any authority ? Tho case made out is not
applicable to any condition of the unew tac:

ics, Our battalion arrangoments avo fur su-

perior to the Prussians ; and as our skir
mishing. nor indeed that of any other army,
will not bo carried out Ly wnidependent
commnnds, wa prefor for all practical pur.
poses our own organisation ; and if lwo com.

mnies are out skirmishiog, two will Lo in
upport, and two in reserve, while a Liout.

‘Colonel and {wo Majors will be responsible
for
Col. Macooxary s formatlon by fours to the
Prussian theory.

the work performed. Wo also prefor
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We have endeavoured to keop our readers

informed of all improvements in artillery or
projectiles, and especially thoso designed
for our naval armaments, inasmuch as tho
first line of defence of Great Britain mustne-
cessarily be most completo. 'The various ar

icles which have appeared from time to
ime on this subject in the Vorusrssr Re-

view have been characterized by the marked
dissent exhibited to the conclusions arrived
at by the theorists, onl 0 tho system of
manufacturing the monster ordnanca with
which modern mechanical skill geeks to su’).
ject mechanical impossibilities.

It hasulways been averred thatseamen lone

weré the best judges of the weapons with
waich the British navy should bo armed, be-
cause they alono understood the practical
conditions under which such arms could be
used. The soundness of the positions laid
down is receiving confirmation ovory day,

The following from Broad Arrow of Feb.]
s the latest : —
“ Lieut.~Col. Alexander Strange, F. R, S.,

of 240 men.
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Our gallant conteaporary G.W.G ,at Vie-
toria, Vancouver Island, sent us an extract
from the Army and Nany Gazelle on * in.
fantry Drill,” for which wo could not -find a
placo when his letter wus published. "We
gladly insert it to-day, as the subjaet is.orme-
of supassing intorest to our readers, and.iit.
is ouly by collating as it were tie ojinions:
of every one capable of.svriting on the suly’
Jject, that atrue idea will ba armved. at.
pspecting the pioper * Taclies” to be.
adopted.

In the caso before us, tho writer is evis
dently an admirer of the Prussian system
of mounted captains, and larga” companies
It we-understand anything of
the matter, this factical ynit is both too
smallas well as too large. Smull; bechise - 108 ©!
2{0men will only put 80 forward as skir.
mishers ; tao large, boatuse it requires the

inspector of scientific instruments to the In.
dian Government, delivered a lecture at the
United Service Institution on Monday even.
ing last, on the expediency of mounting
heavy guns at sea on the principle sbout to
'be adoptedin the counstruction of the Besse
med saloons Captain Goodenough, R. N,
presided. 'The lecturer bogan by showing
how:ths rolling of ships at gea interfered
with tho rapidity of fire and accuracy of aim
in the guns. Our sea cannonade was, in fact
no hetter than & sort of snap shooting, so
much 8o thatin the case of the Monarch it
as calculated that only one in ten of her
shot would hit at a distance of a thousand
yards. This was o state of things to be re.
|medied, and the council had come to the
conclusion thatexperiments sliould be made
with Mr. Bessemer's system of controlled
suspension a8 & remedy. He had already
como to the conclusion that Mr. Bessemer's
principle would secure tho first necessity,
uimely, steadiness of platform. The adop-
tion of the principle would, howaever, neces-
sitate an entire change in the naval gundrill,
Vertical sights would give way to spirit lo-
vela and electricity ; and, Indeed, Mr, Bessq,




