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say that tho granting of transit through or
over any part of the tetritory of the United
States to the military force of a foreiﬁn
porer is wholly within the control and di-
reolion of tho federal government; and he
desires therefore that no military oxpedi-
tion of any foreign ({wwor, whother of troops
or of boats intended for tho purpose of tak-
wg part in any miilitary or warliko expodi-
tion, or of watliko mnterinl, be allowed to
pass through Sault Ste. Mario Canal without
express instructions to that ecffect from the
Govornment at Washington.
Haartox Pisu.
To IIis Excollency I1, P. Baldwin, Governor
of Michigan :
Wasmycrox, May 16, 1870,
Siz:—1I have the honor to inform you that
I havo recaived a telegram from the Qov-
§ ornor General of Canada, stating that the
Canadian steamer ¢ Chicora,’ carrying anor-
dinary commercial freight and no war stores
was pravented from going through the Sault
Ste, Mario Canal, the superintondent stat-
ing, as is reported, that be would not allow
tho vessel to go through even empty. His
Excellency has, therefore, requested mo to
convey to you his hope that the Govern-
ment of tho United States will give orders
thst the above mentioned canal shall re.
main on thoe same footing as regards Cana-
B dian vessels as tho Welland Canal is with re-
E gfard to vessels of the United States, thero
being no intention to send through the
B cansl any munitions of war for the e::pedi-
g tion which is about to proceed to the Red
River Settlement, und that the ‘Chicora’ and
ather vessels of thint class will be allowed to
R pus through.  Any diffieulty which may
gavo existed with the inhabitants of that sef
tement bas now been amicably arranged,
B and o liberal Act forthe Government of that
| country as o Province has been passed by
f the Canadian Parliament ; and the dele-
gates from tho convention representing the
whole population of the Fort Garry District,
bave ucknowledged themsslives well dealt
vith and satisfied. The expedition, there-
fore, which is now being sent to that settle-
b ment, is in no way to bear a hostile charac-
 ter. It will bo o peaceful exedition, with
tho object of maintaining good order in that
district, and of ensuring the regular and har-
monions ests.blishment of the new Govern-

ent.
Ihavs the honor, &e., &c.,
Epwarp TEORNTON.
ToHon. J. C. Bancroft Davis, Acting Secre-
tary of State.

Mr. Davis to Gorernor Baldwin.
(Telegram.)
Wasmyoroy, May 16.

Se:~Referring to Secretary Fish’s {ele-
§ pram of the 3rd inst., I have the honor to
mform you that the British Minister at
Washington notifies this department that
B ths recent difficulties in the Red River coun-
j try are amicably arranged to the satisfaction
of tho delegates from the convention repre.
j senting the whole population of the Fort
 Gurry district, and that the present expedi.
tion is & peaceful one, and that thera is no
Furpose to send through the canal any
t00ps or munitions of war. Under these
arcumstances, tho President directs me to
sty that the Government of the United
3 Stes does not desire to oppose tha passage
8 ofthe ‘Chicora’ and other vessels of that
i cluss through tho canal in the jurisdiction of

the United " States, 50 long as thoy do not
Carry troops or munitions of war,

J. C. Baxororr Davis,
Acting Secretary of State.

My, Thorston to Mr. Davis.

Wasnixgtox, May 18, 1870.

Sit.—I have tho honor to acknowledge
tho receipt of your note of yestorday’s dato
informing mo of the notification tvhich, un-
der instructions from the President, has
been madeto Ilis Excelloncy the Governor
of Miohigan; and I shall feol much obliged
toyouif you will convey 10 tho President
my best thanks for the docision which has
beonraached. I may add thatsi ce writ-
ing my noteon the 16th inst., information
has roached me that the Canndian steamer
¢ Chichora’ was u regular trader on the line
between Collingwood and Lake buperior,
and carried when she was prevented from
passing through tho Sault Ste. Marie Canal,
nothing but goods for tho Hudson Bay Com-
pany.

I have tho honor to Lig, Sir, with the bigh-
est consideration, your obedient servant,

(Signed.) Epwarp TrorxTON,

To the Hon. J. C. Bancroft Davis, &c., &c.

Voruxeeers,—During the Fenian excite-
ment, a lotter was roceived from the States
by an officer of the 17th Batt., Lavis, offur-
ing the sorvices of soveral young men who
were formorly members of this Battalion.
They were quite willing to come if required.
We like to hear of cases of this kind, it
plainly shows that Canadians are true to
their country, whenever thoy live.—Quebec
Chronicle.
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[ The Editor does not hold himself responsible for
wdividual expressions of opinton in communi-

cations addressed to the,VOLUNTEER REVIEW. )

To the Editor of the VoLUNTEER REvIEW,

Sir :—As in some parts of tho Province of
Ontario it is the intention, if allowed, to per-
form tho annual drill in camp some time
this month, tho present is a good time for
Volunteer officers and all concerned to
make such suggestions as thoy may deem
useful as to thetime that should be spentin
camp, and the best way to get as much
value for it as possible,

While it is generally admitted that in
camp is the best and favourite way of per-
forming tho annual drill, it has also been as
unanimously decided that the time allowed
is far-too short. Last year it was not much
moro than a pleasant pic-nie. One day was
spent in coming to camp, putting up tents,
&c., another in going home, another with
the inspection, and one or two in preparing
for it, so that there were only owes or two
days that could be devoted to actual ani
useful drill, and consequently nothing like
sufficient time for commanding officers to

carry cut any regular plan of drill or show
what could be made of their corps under
more favourable circumstances as to time.

It is felt that the time is not nearly long

enough to fix the drill in the minds of the

menand office. 3, and that consequently they

very soon forget it, and when called out

again the next year they are almost as raw

a8 ever.

The matter has often been disoussed and

there are two ways in which the diffculy

might be overcome without increasing the

ToHis Excollency H. P, Baldwin, Governor
of Michigan,

expenso very much. One is, that if the gov.

is thought that tho force would be willing to
spend at loast twelve and probably sixteen
daysincamp for tho sixteon days pay, instead
of only eight as has been tho practice. The
other is to adopt something like tho Swiss
systom and let a certain portion of the forco
be called out for three wecks or a month in
turn (cavalry and artillery should have a
longer peri-d than infantry) in camp once in
threo yeurs, and bo called out for only two
or three days a year for the other two years
to kaep up their drill. At presont s com

manding officer has very little chanco of
showing of what sort of stuff he and his men
are made, but if each corps was called out
in its turn once in two or three yoars for a
month in camp or barracksit would then bo
possiblo to judge of the comparative ability
of officers and men of different corps;
under the present systom it is hardly pos-
sible to do this.

A VOLUNTEER,

79 the Editor of Tne VorLoxteer Revigw.

Thero has been some discussion going on
in the nowspapers lately both in Kingston
and Cobourg as to the appointment of Capt.
and Adjutant Reid of the 14th Battaliou,
Kingston, to the Brigado Majorship of the
3rd Brigade Division, vacated by Lieut.-Col.
Patterson. Setting aside all considerations
as to tho personal merits of the party ap-
pointed, I think it would be well to look at
the thingin a legal point of viewr. In the
first place there is nothing whatever laid
down in the Militia Act, 31 Vic., Cap. 40,
nor in the Rules and Regulations for the
Militia, published on March 12th, 1870, as to
what officers are eligible to ‘hold the situa-
tion of Brigade Major. The duties of the
Brigado Major, it is true, are clearly laid
Jownin the Rules and Regulations in para-
graphs 116, 117, 118 and 119, but nothing
more; but on looking at the Militia Act
mentioned above, at seclion 64 it is laid
down that ‘¢ the Active Militia shall be sub-
ject to the Queen’s Regulations and Orders
for tho Army,” and on turning to the
Quoen’s Regulations for 1808, at paragraph
219, it is laid down that, ¢ an officer under
the rank of Captain is not eligible to hold
the situation of Brigade Major, nor are ef-
fective field officers of regiments to be employ-
ed as Brigade town or fort Majurs” Now,
who are the field officers of & regiment?
Why the Lt.-Col.,, the two Majors, and the
Adjutant—none of whom are, thersfors, eli-
gible to be appointed as Brigade Majors.
Captain Reid is Adjutant of the 14th Bat-
talion and, therefore, not eligible to hold
the appointment of Brigade Major, If this

is the case, and I am right in my argument,
it is manifestly absurd for the Government
to pass aots of Parliament for the guidauce
of the Militia and then make appointments
in direct contradiotion to what is laid down
in them. There is no objection whatever to
Capt. Reid personally, but every officer of
Volunteers is desirous that appointments
should be madse in accordance with the law.
Iam, yours traly,

eroment would supply rations and forage it

A VoLusTesE,
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